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55 

LIBERTY OF THE^tejglESS ; , 

LORD HARD 

House of Lords, 12 February 1739 
(10 Pari Hist. 1330 fT.) 

[Tim occasion of this speech was n debate on the steps to 
be taken in respect of a satire reHecling on the character 
of several members of the House of Lords. The circum- 
stances would not have been regarded as ground for 
proceeding in respect of breach of privilege a few decades 
later. But the remarks of the Lord Chancellor on the 
liberty of the Press are, none the less, intcrcstine, Cf 
Nos. 60 and 63.] 

My Lords, the liberty of tiic Press is what I think ought 
to be sacred to every Englishman, and, I dare answer for 
it, will ever be so to your Lordships. But, my Lords 
though the liberty of the Press is in every body’s mouth| 
yet lam afraid, there is nothing less understood than the 
nature of that liberty, My Lords, 1 have often desired an 
opportunity of delivering to your Lordships my senti- 
ments, with regard to the liberty of the Press; and, as 
that expression has been mentioned in this debate, I think 
1 cannot have a fairer opportunity of doing it than the 
present: but I hope your Lordships, beforehand, will 
acquit me of any alTectation to appear singular upon this 
occasion. I do assure you, my Lords, I shall speak my 
sentiments, and wliat occurs to me from the most mature 
reflection I am able to make upon the nature of our 
Constitution and Government. 

The liberty of the Press, my Lords, is by most people, 

I know, taken for a liberty to publish every indecency of 
any kind, against the most respectable persons, and the 
highest characters; and so strongly does this notion pre- 
vail, that a libeller is no sooner prosecuted, than a . cry 
^ is immediately set up, that the liberty of the Press is 
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endangered, But, my Lords, give me leave to say, that, if 
the liberty of the Press consists in dcranialion, it were 
much better we were without any such liberty. My notion, 
my Lords, is that the words, ‘’Phe Liberty of llio Press,’ 
are improperly used, to express a riglil, which is peculiar 
to the Press, of publishing to the world any defamatory 
matter to the prejudice of superior, inferior, or equal. 
My Lords, the laws and Constitution of England know 
of no such liberty; for that would bo a liberty deslruclivo 
of all laws and all constitutions. How these words came 
to prevail, was, my Lords, in my opinion, in this maimer: 
before the art of printing was known in Europe, leai ning 
was confined to a very few. At that time, the transcribers 
and copiers of books were a very considerable body of 
men, and were under particular regulations by law. When 
printing was discovered, these restrictions fell of course, 
and then every man was at liberty to communicate, at an 
easy expence, his labours and thoughts upon any subject 
to the whole world. This, my Lords, was fouml so vei y 
convenient, that thence arose the words, ‘The Liberty of 
the Press.’ That this is the natural original to these 
words, my Lords, will appear from considering the nature 
of our laws, with regard to defamatory libels before 
printing was discovered, compared with what it is now. 
My Lords, before the discovery of printing, very strong 
statutes were made against defamation, which very 
statutes are still in force; ami no man, my 1-ords, will 
shew me any one statute upon this head, that was in force 
before the discovery of printing, which has been since 
repealed. From this, my Lords, I think It is evUlciU, lliat 
by the expression, ‘The Liberty of the Press,’ can never 
be understood any liberty which the Prc,ss acquired, and 
which was unknown before the discovery of printing. 
This, I hope, your Lordships will find a fair and just way 
of reasoning; and indeed, the only way on which wo can 
reason on this subject. If any body, my Lords, is of 
opinion, that authors acquired iiny new j)rivilcgc.s or 
liberties when printing was discovered, ho ought to prove, 
my Lords, either that the old statutes on that subject were 
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repealed, or that new ones were made in its favour; which 
I will venture to say, no man can do. ’ 

It is true, my Lords, that in some reigns, very cieat 
restraints have been laid upon the Press, and very great 
seventies liavc been inflicted on authors and printers for 
publishing that which would now pass current. Biit'this 
never proves that the laws relating to defamation were 
bad laws; it only proves that they were abused by power. 
I am very sensible, my Lords, of how much use the Press 
was at the time of the Revolution; but the authors who 
wiote at that time on the side of liberty, advanced nothing 
that was not agreeable to the Constitution; they were 
warranted by law for what they wrote, and they had the 
sense of the nation on their side. Besides, my Lords, there 
IS n great difference betwixt an autlior’s writing on a 
speculative subject, on wiiich he thinks he has something 
to communicate that may be of service to the world, and 
an author’s falling foul on all mankind because they are 
not of his way of thinking. Tiic authors on the side of the 
Revolution, my Lords, communicated their sentiments 
with tlic greatest deference to the pensons and characters 
of their .superiors, unmixod with personal calumnies or 
virulent rcncctions. Therefore, my Lorris, it is a ground- 
less cry against the Govcrnincnt, when a libeller is pun- 
ished, to compare the conduct of this Government to 
that before the Revolution, unless those gentlemen can 
prove, to the satisfaction of n jury, that they write with 
us much caution, and with as much decency, as the writers 
wiio in tile reigns of King Charles 2, and King James 2, 
wrote on the principles of liberty. 
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RELIGIOUS LIUERTY 
CHARLES JAMES WX 
House of Comimits, S May 1789 
(28 rarl. lihl. 28 11’.) 

[Several attempts were made, about the period of this 
debate, to repeal the Test and Corporation Acts, wliicli 
had the effect of disqualifying from ccrlain public posi- 
tions those whose religious opinions diverged from the 
tenetsofthcEstablishcdCluircii. Fox, speaking in favour 
of a motion for repeal, discussed tlie relation of Church 
and State,] 

The first question wliich naluially presents itself is, 
whether the Church and the Constitution are necessarily 
connected and dependent on each other, and in wliat^ 
degree? And, on this point, I trust the House wiil b0:(| 
careful how they assent to the proposition of the noblb ' 
Lord [Lord North], For my part, I shall not .scruple most 
weaui vocally to declare that I conceive that religion 
should always be distinct from civil government, and that 
it is not otherwise connected with it than as it' tends to 
promote morality among the pcoidc, and thus coiHhlces 
to good order in the State, No human Government lias 
a right to inquire into private opinions, to piesumo that ^ i 
it knows them, or to act on that jircsumplion. Men nrd-y 
the best judges of the consequences of their own opinions/ 
and how far they are likely toHnnucncc theif actions; aiKl 
it is most unnatural and tyrmiiiical to say, ‘ As you think, 
so you must act. I will colikt the evidence of your fulurc 
conduct from what I know to bo your opinions’. The 
very, reverse of this is the rule of conduct which ouglit to 
be pursued. Men ought to be judged by their actions, and 
’ not by their thoughts. The one can be fixed and ascer- 
tained, the other can only be a mailer of specultition. So 
far am I of this opinion that, if any man publishes his 



THE PEOPLE 7 

political sentiments, and says in writing that he dislikes 
the Constitution of this country, and gives it ns his judg- 
ment that principles in direct contradiction to the Con- 
stitution and Government arc the principles which ought 
to be asserted and maintained, such an author ought not, 
in my judgment, on that account to be disabled from 
tilling any oITlce, civil or military; but, if he carried his 
detestable opinions into practice, the law would then find 
a remedy, and punish him for his conduct, grounded on 
his opinions, ns an example to deter others from acting 
in the same dangerous and absurd manner. 

No proposition can, I contend, prove more consonant 
to common sense, to reason and to justice, than that men 
should be tried by their actions and'not by their opinions; 
their actions ought to be waited for, and not guessed at| 
as the probable consequence of the sentiments which they 
arc known to entertain and to profess. If the reverse of 
this doctrine was ever adopted as a maxim of government, 
if the actions of inan were to be prejudged from their 
opinions, it would'sow the seeds of jealousy and distrust, 
it would give scope to private malice, it would sharpen 
the minds of men against one another, incite each man 
to divine tlie private opinions of his neighbour, to deduce 
mischievous consequences from them, and thence to 
prove that he ought to incur disabilities, and be fettered 
with restrictions. This, if true wjth respect to political, is 
more peculiarly so with regard to religious opinions; and, 
from the mischievous principle Which I have described, 
flows every species of party zeal, every system of political 
intolerance, every extravagance of religious liatc. 

In this position, that the actions of men, and not their 
opinions, arc the proper objects of legislation, I am 
supported by the general tenor of the laws of the land. 
History, however, alTords one glaring exception, In the 
case of the Roman Catholics. The Roman Catholics, or 
more properly speaking, the Papists, as the noble Lord 
has very justly called them , , , have been supposed by our 
ancestors to entertain! opinions which might lead to mis- 
chief against the State.' But was it their religious opinions 
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that were feared? Quite the coutrary. Their acknow- 
ledging a foreign nulhority paramount to that of the 
Legislature; their acknowledging a title to tlie Crown 
superior to that conferred by the voice of the people; 
their political opinions, which they were supposed to 
attach to their religions cfccd, were dreaded, aiul justly 
• dreaded, as inimical to theConslitution. Laws, therefore, 
were enacted to guard against the pernicious tendency of 
their political, but not their religious opinions, aiul the 
principle thus adopted, if not founded on justice, was at 
least followed up with consistciiey. Their inllucnce iu the 
State was feared, and they were not only reslriclcd from 
holding offices of power and trust, but rendercil incapable 
of either purchasing lands, or acquiring inhucncc of any 
kind. But] if the Roman Catholics of those times, and 
not the Roman Catholics of the present day, were Papists, 
in the strictest sense of the expression, even iiiion this 
ground I should hold myself juslHlccl in declaring that 
the Legislature ought not to have acted iigainst them 
until, by carrying into practice some of the dangerous 
doctrines which they were thought to entertain, they had 
rendered themselves obnoxious to those penalties which, 
in the case of such a perpetration, it threatened to iiillicl. 
Disability and punishment ought to have followed, but 
not to have anticipated, oiTcncc. 

Those who attempt to justify the disabilities imposed 
on the Dissenters must contend, if they argue fairly on 
their own ground, not that their religious opinions were 
inimical to thcEstablislicd Churcli, but tIuU their political 
opinions were inimical to the Constitution. If they fail' 
to prove this, to deprive the Dissentens of any civil or 
political advantage is a manifest injustice; for it is not 
sufficient to say to any set of men, * Wo apprclieiui certain 
dangers from your opinions, we have wisely provided a 
remedy against them, and you who feel yourselves 
aggrieved, calumniated, and proscribed by this remedy, 
must prove our apprehensions arc ill founded.’ The oimx 
probandl lies on the othc^/sidc; for whoever demands that 
any other person shouUPbe laid under a restriction, it is 
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incumbent on him first to prove that the restriction is 
necessary to his safety by sosne overt act, and that the 
danger which he apprehends is not imaginary but real. 
To such a ground as tJiis the noble Lord In the blue ribbon 
has not endeavoured to advance; but, on the contrary 
has cxprcssct(\ himself concerning the Dissenters in terms 
the most libcrhl and handsome, For what reason? Be- 
cause he feels that encomiums of this nature must be 
considered as a candid adherence to true propriety, and 
to the principles of conunon justice. Ho knows that they 
have been steady in their attachmeiit to government; that 
tlicir religious opinions arc favourable to civil liberty, and 
that the true principles of the Constitution have been 
remembered and asserted by them, at times when they 
were forgotten, perhaps betrayed, by the Church. 

Such has been the character of the Dissenters. Are 
their political opinions now different from what they have 
been at any one preceding era ? Arc tiiey more formidable 
from their numbers, more dangerous from their princi- 
ples, more considerable in any respect, except, perhaps, 
from the talents of some of their members? No assertion 
of this kind lias been ever made; and the noble Lord, 
finding their exclusion from an equal participation of 
power with their fellow subjects a topic on wliich it was 
impossible for him to serve his cause, has entered on a 
more pleasing theme; a panegyric on the Church of 
England, which, he said, liad shared the dangers and the 
fate of the State, Iiad sunk and risen with the Constitution, 
and therefore ought to be peculiarly endeared to ns. I 
feel no diniculty in acknowledging the justice of this 
encomium; but I cannot consent to adopt the conclusion 
—that the happiness of the State is depciuiciU on the 
flourishing stale of the Church; for wlio tliat peruses the 
history of those dangers which the Church has shared 
in common with the State, but must sec that tlic Church 
might have been triumphant when the Slate was in ruin? 
Is it seriously to be contended tliat religion depends on 
political opinions; that it could subsist only under this or 
that form of government? It Is an irreverent and impious 
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opinion to maintain, that the Church imist ticpcml for 
support as an engine or ally of the Stale, luul not on the 
evidence of its doctrines, to be foumi by searching the 
scriptures, and the moral cITccts which it proiliices on (he 
minds of those whom it is its (Inly to instruct. . . . 

With regard to the Test Act, I think that Hie host 
argument which can be used in Its favour is that, if it has 
but little good cITect, it has also little bad, In my opinion, 
it is altogether inadequate to the end wliich it lias in view. 
The purpose of it is to protect tlie Kslablislicd Church by 
excluding from olTicc every man who docs not declare 
himself well alTectcd to that Cluirch, Hut a profe.sscd 
enemy to the hierarchy might go to the communion table, 
and afterwards say that, in complying with a form en- 
joined by law, he had not changed liis opinion, nor, as 
he conceived, incurred any religious obligation wlialcvci'. 
There are many men, not of tlie Established Church, to 
whose services our country lias a claim. Ought any such 
man to be examined before he comes into ollice, touching 
his private opinions? Is it not 8iif[’iciciU that lie docs his 
duty as a good citizen? May he not say, without incur- 
ring any disability, ‘lam not a friend to llic Clutrcli of 
England, but I am a friend to the Constitution, and on 
religious subjects must be permitted to think and act as 
I please.’ Ought our country to be dc]irived of tlie beiiclii 
which she may derive from the talents of siicli men, aiul 
His Miyesty prevented from dispensing the favours of the 
Crown, except to one description of his subjccl.s? Hut 
whom do the tests exclude? the irreligious man, the man 
of profligate principles, or the man of no principle at all? 
Quite the contrary; to such men the road to power is 
open; the test excludes only the man of lender conscience; 
the man who thinks religion so distinct from all temporal 
affairs that he holds it improper to profess any religious 
opinion whatever for the sake of a civil oflicc. Is a lender 
conscience inconsistent with the character of an honest 
man? or does a high sense of religion show that lie is 
unfit to be trusted? . . . 

It has been said that in France it Is customary for 
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Protestants to be employed in the army and in civil offices, 
and that, in Protestant countries abroad, Papists are also 
employed. For the purpose of invalidating this remark, 
the noble Lord has given an ingenious and able answer; 
but let it be examined. The noble Lord has said that the 
monarch of a free country is limited, while the employing 
whom the prince pleased is one of the trivial advantages 
incidental to absolute power. Let not, then, Great Britain 
be the last to avail herself of such an advantage. Wisdom 
has been described as the ofispring of freedom; and 
should a people, who boast of their freedom, and amongst 
whom, 1 lirmly believe, men of enlightened understand- 
ings arc more common than among those who live under 
a less happy form of government, reject those liberal 
principles of toleration wiilch other nations have adopted? 
It is upon such a ground that, addressing myself to the 
Church of England in particular, I feel myself justified 
in accosting iicr, as a friendly adviser, in language to this 
elfect: 

‘Tuque prior, tu parcc, genus qui duels Olyinpol’ 

And surely the Church of England ought, if possible, 
more than any other ecclesiastical establishment upon 
earth, practically to inculcate the glorious idea tliat indul- 
gence to other sects, the most candid allowance for the 
diversity of their opinions, and a sincere zcai for the 
advancement of mutual charity and benevolence, are the 
truest aud the happiest testimonies which she can give 
of the divine origin of her religion. 
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RELTGIOUS LinURry 
CHARLES JAMES EOX 
House of Commons, }l May 1792 
(,29 Pnrl. Hist. J 37211',) 

[In Introducing n motion for l lie repeal ofcerlain penal 
statutes respecting religious opinions, I'ox iliscusscil ilie 
general principles of toleration. After a long period, 
during which the penal statutes were unchallenged in 
Parliament, but were rendered to some extent luigatory 
by Indemnity Acts, several cflbrls wcic made, In 1787 
and the following years, to deal witli the scandals of 
persecution, which still remained in the letter, if nut in 
the practice of tlic law,] 

The subject I mean to bring forward is one on which 
much has been written, and with regard to which, ab- 
stractedly considered, almost all mankind agree; this is 
toleration. All agree that toleration is in itself abstract- 
edly just. Butdillicultics have arisen in the minds of some 
persons, though in my own there never have; tliesc dilll- 
culties have arisen ns to the application of the principles 
of toleration. Much of this didicully was thrown in my 
way when I formerly moved for the rciical of tlic 'I’esi and 
Corporation Acts. I appeal to those who opposed me at 
that time, whether they did not do so upon the ground 
I have stated. They alleged that, I hough toleration itself 
abstractedly was a matter of justice, yet to extend it at 
that time, under the then existing circumstances, to the 
persons on whoso behalfl urged it, was politically unsafe. 
I am now, therefore, ready to confess, although 1 lament 
the necessity of it, that for the present I have abandoned 
the idea of a repeal of the Corporation and 'Test Acts. 
I shall, however, not fail to renew that application when- 
ever I shall have the least encouragement or iirospoct of 
success, 
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It lias been said by some persons that, although tolera- 
tion is of itself abstractedly a matter of justice, yet, that in 
political speculation it should never be allowed to intrench 
upon, or endanger existing establishments. The converse 
of this appears to me to be the true policy, and that no 
defence of any establishment whatever should be built on 
principles repugnant to toleration. Toleration is not to be 
regarded as a thing convenient and useful to a State, but 
a thing in itself essentially right and just. I, therefore, lay 
it down as my principle, that those who live in a State 
where there is an establishment of religion [i.e. Established 
Church] can fairly be bound only by that part of the 
establishment which is consistent with the pure principles 
of toleration. What arc those principles? On what were 
they founded? On the fundamental, unalienable rights of 
man. It is true there arc some rights which man should 
give up for the sake of securing others in a slate of society. 
But it is true also that he should give up but a portion of 
his natural rights in order that he may have a government 
for the protection of the remainder. But to call on man 
t6 give up his religious rights is to call on him to do that 
which is impossible. I will say that no State can compel 
it; no State ought to require it, because it is not in the 
power of man to comply with that requisition. 

But there are those who sny, although a man could not 
help his opinions, yet that, unless under certain restric- 
tions, they ought not to be made public; for that whatever 
rights a man naturally lias, he gives them all up when he 
comc.s into society, and that therefore religious liberty, 
among the rest, must bo modified for the good of society; 
so that by the liberty of man is meant nothing more than 
that which is convenient to the Slate in which he lives, 
and under this idea penalties on religion are deemed 
expedient. This I take to be a radical error, and for the 
reason I have assigned already— that it is not in the power 
of man to surrender his opinion, and therefore the society 
which demands him to make this sacrifice demands an 
impossibility. What, then, docs this lend to? That no 
man shall be deprived of any part of his liberty, with 
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respfjct to his opinions, unless his actions derived fiom 
such opinions are clearly prejudicial to (he State. 

There are three diirerciU situations in which a man may 
be placed in regard to religion— -a total indiderence to it, 
as was the case with the pagan world before Christianity 
was known, and also with those who do not now believe 
it. Upon this I refer the House to the llistoiy of the 
Declhie ami Fall of the Ro/mii Empire^ written by an hon, 
gentleman who was once a inembor of this House; lie said 
that persecution in the pagans was less criminal tlian in 
Christians, because the pagans had not the same doctrines 
that the Christians have to teach them the principles of 
toleration. Another situation that diminished the cruelty 
of persecution, or rather rendered it Ic.ss criminal, was a 
state of popery; for these deluded persons, in the lime of 
bigotry, thought that, by persecuting those who dilVcrcd 
from them, they were serving the cau.se of truth and 
justice; that God had inspired them willi the true religion, 
and that they were serving him while they were destroying 
their fellow beings: although these practicc.s were deplor- 
able, yet, ns they were the mere cn'eels of ignorance, the 
principle on which they proceeded diniinlsheti the crimi- 
nality of persecution. The third .state is that in which we 
noware, Thepeopleof this country arc neither iiuliUcrciu 
about religion, nor are they blindly attached to any par- 
ticular faith; they are not pagans, nor popisli bigots. I ’or 
us there is no excuse for persecution, We know full well 
that religion is founded on a principle that .should not, 
cannot, be subject to any luimnn power. There is a* 
maxim which has been a thousand and a ihoii.sand limes 
repeated, and yet by some as often forgotten, although 
ttere are not two opinions as to its propriety and justice, 
Do as you would be done by*. Wilt the members of the 
Mtabhshment be tried by this maxim? Will they .submit 
to be governed by principles which tliey themselves incul- 
cate; or will they proudly and impiously say that they are 

religion, and that all who 
deviate from it are devoted to eternal torment? 

In this country we are governed by King, Lords, and 
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Commons. No man will contend that any of these powers 
is infallible? Then why do the members of the established 
church proceed as if they arc infallible? for so they do, 
if they claim exclusive privileges and enforced penalties 
on those who differ from them. Upon what principle is 
an establishment to be maintained at all? It is upon the 
principle of its being agreeable to the opinion of the 
majority of the people, and not, surely, upon the slightest 
pretence of infallibility. The members of the establish- 
ment should say to those who differ from them: ‘You 
who differ from, as well as you who agree with us, are 
equal in rights, and have an equal title to etqoyments. 
We arc neither pagans nor Papists. We have learned to 
do as we would be done by. If we were to persecute you 
for your opinions, we should, for aught we know to the 
contrary, be persecuting truth instead of falsehood. 
Come, then, let us each enjoy the freedom of our own 
mind, and equally participate of all social enjoyments.* 

Persecution is a word so odious, and toleration a word 
so generally embraced, that two opinions arc not enter- 
tained on either; and yet, strange to tell, much difference 
has arisen upon the application of them. The question, 
then, seems first to be, what really is to be understood by 
toleration? I think that, in delining this word, and con- 
veying the ideas which I annex to it, I ought to go much 
farther than proving that it means the total absence of 
persecution, and that to refuse to any man any civil right, 
and an equal participation of civil advantage, on account 
of his religious opinions, is in itself, persecution. 

On these general principles I trust that it is not neces- 
sary to dilate farther. The question now is, what is, and 
what is not toleration. In my own opinion toleration 
ought to go beyond abstinence from persecution ; but on 
my own opinion alone I do not rely. I will quote the 
sentiments of a very eminent man, Archdeacon Paloy, 
who had declared himself to be a friend to complete 
toleration to all Dissenters. The reverend divine, however, 
meant more than it is my intention at present to propose. 
My motion I confess to be limited. A future and a fitter 
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period may be found to introduce a inensure whoso verge 
would be more ample, more extensive, and consequently 
more complete. 

Many persons opposed unlimited toleration from an 
apprehension that it might prove injurious to the State. 
To such I beg leave to say that they ougiit first to be well 
convinced that it really would produce that cficct. The 
most moderate and the most enlightened men in this 
country, and those, too, members of the establishment, 
are friends to general toleration. Indeed, the right hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer [William Pitt] himself 
last year stood pledged to support the principle of gene- 
ral toleration, and has said tiiat it is a matter not of 
favour, but of right, and that whether it should be granted 
is only a question of justice, 

What is the principle of persecution? The condemna- 
tion of a man before he has committed a breach of the 
law. A principle which compels us to live in a constant 
state of hyprocrisy towards God and man; for it calls on 
those who do not believe in the doctrines of t,he Church 
of England to give a constant attendance at divine service, 
and subscribe to the ceremonies of the Churcli. This is 
commanding hypocrisy by authority. It is ordaining by 
law that a man shall pursue that form of religion here 
which, in his mind, is to insure his eternal damnation 
hereafter. By this we say to a father—’ You shall not 
teach your son that religion which in your soul you 
believe is to secure his eternal happiness. You are to 
choose, either to teach him no religion at all, or to teach 
Jim that by which you believe he will bo damned to 
eternity,' This is the true spirit of persecution. And is it 
the fact?' Most unquestionably it is the case in the law 
with regard to Catholics, In the opinion of some there 
once was an occasion for these statutes; in my opinion, 
there never was, nor would they Iiave been adequate to 
the end proposed if there had; but now there is not the 
shadow of excuse, for It has ceased. The most dangerous 
periods, the reigns of Elizabeth and James, did not 
justify even one of the penal statutes that exist. If such 
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times, therefore, did not justify them, what argument can 
bo used for their existence now? 

Sometimes attempts are made to defend the principle 
of persecution by considering it as a mode of preventing 
the mischief that may arise from a propagation of errone- 
ous religious opinions; it is alleged that it is the business 
of a statesman to consider the effect of any religious 
opinion, and in that view, whatever appears to him as 
dangerous to the State, he ought to prevent. The first 
part of this doctrine, namely, that of assuming any mode 
of religion to be wrong, is begging the question; but I 
must protest against the whole of this mode of argument. 
We have no right to construe what actions are to follow 
opinions. We should weigh actions before we pretend to 
judge of them at all. In order that we may guess what 
actions are likely to follow opinions, we should ourselves 
first have entertained those opinions; or, if we guess at 
all we ought to guess on the favourable side. But, it is 
said, there are no commands in the Church which may 
not safely be obeyed; or at least the Church of England 
is the safeguard of the State, Is it the fact? Is it possible 
for a mun to bcconie a very b^d citizen, even by implicitly 
obeying the doctrine of the Church of England itself? 
Most unquestionably it is; for the Church of England 
teaches us that we are to make no resistance to the com- 
mands of the magistrate, although they should be unlaw- 
ful, or even unnatural ; the doctrine is passive obedience 
and non-resistance, and consequences were to be left to 
a future state; this is the doctrine of James 2nd; this, it is 
true is not now the law, but it is still the doctrine of the 
Church, and thus, by being a good churchman, a person 
iDtiy become a bud citizen i Whtit is the result of ull this? 
That, as in the established church there is so much error 
that it cannot be obeyed totally without breach of moral 
obligation and even of positive law (for a man may be 
punished for obedience to the illegal commands of a legal 
master), it is the essence of injustice to persecute any 
person for omitting to conform to this established 
religion. . . . 



18 THE PEOPLE 

It has been observed by some, and will perhaps be 
advanced to-night, that as far as regards the Catholics at 
least persecution is at an end, from the Bill which passed 

lately in their favour 1 believe that, if the House were 

to speak out fairly, there would be less objection, on 
constitutional sentiments, to the admission of Catholics 
into it than Dissenters. For myself, I object to neither* 
but I believe that those who do object fear more the 
principles of Dissenters who have, than those of Catholics 
who have not, the right of sitting in thi.s House; the one 
class are sCipposed to be republicans, the other are dis- 
tinguished for an attachment to monarchy. The truth is 
that there is no just or rational objection to either, and 
the effect of exclusion is hurtful to the community; for 
a man’s virtues and abilities are the objects wo ought to 
look to ; his attachment to the welfare of the country, and 
not his speculative opinions upon religion, ought to en- 
title him to a seat in this House, or in any other ofTicc that 
may be serviceable to the State, Indeed, all these absurd 
as well as unjust, prohibitory statutes are very destructive 
to the public welfare. 
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RIGHT OF PUBLIC MEETING 
CHARLES JAMES FOX 
House of Commons, 10 November 1795 
02 Pari. mu. 281 fT.) 

[Debate on leave to bring in the Seditions Meetings Bill. 
Cf. Nos. 59, 62, and 66 to 68.] 

Sir, I hope this Bill will never come into this House, 
I am not friendly to any thing that will produce violence. 
Those who know me will not impute to me any such 
desire; but I do hope that this Bill will produce an alarm; 
that while we have the power of assembling, the people 
will assemble; that while they have the power, they will 
not surrender it, but come forward and state their abhor- 
rence of the principle of this proceeding; and those who 
do not, I pronounce to be traitors to their country. Good 
God, Sir, what madness, what frenzy has overtaken the 
authors of this measure! I will suppose for a moment 
that the only object which they have in view is the pre- 
venting a revolution in this country. But that they should 
liave proceeded upon a plan which has no regard for the 
liberty of the people, no regard for the glorious efforts of 
our ancestors, no regard for their maxims, no esteem for 
the principles and the conduct which have made us what 
we arc, or rather, if this Bill be countenanced, what we 
were, is to me astonishing! For to proceed thus, in order 
to suppress or prevent popular tumults, appears to me to 
be the most desperate infatuation. 

Good God, Sir! We have seen and have heard of 
revolutions in different states. Were they owing to the 
freedom of popular opinions? Were they owing to the 
facility of popular meetings? No, Sir, they were owing 
to the reverse of these; and therefore I say, if we wish to 
avoid the danger of such revolutions, we should put our- 
selves in a state as different from them as possible. What 
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are we now doing? Putting ourselves in a condition 
nearly resembling tlic periods when these revolutions 
happened. In the reign of Charles 1st, the most interesting 
period to which we can look in the history of this country, 
was freedom of speech indulged to any latitude; or were 
libels suffered to pass without notice? On the contrary, 
were not both, at that time, punished with an extraordlii' 
ary degree of rigour? Is it the intention of Ministers, by 
these arbitrary measures, to bring the country into the 
same disastrous situation in which it was plunged during 
that unhappy reign? It might have been hoped, that the 
impressive lessons of modern times, and of events still 
fresh in their consequences, haci not yet been forgotten, 
Look to France before the period of her revolution. Was 
it the facility of public meetings, or the freedom of dis- 
cussion granted to the subject, that tended to produce 
that great change? On the contrary, was it not the 
absolute prerogative of the King? Was it not the arbi- 
trary power lodged in Ministers? Was it not the opprc.s- 
sive privilege of issuing Lettres de Cachet against all who 
dared to utter their sentiments, and complain of existing 
grievances, that excited the indignation of the people, and 
accelerated the downfall of the monarchy? If, therefore, 
one view on which the present measure is held out to your 
acceptance, be in order to prevent the troubles arising 
from the frequency of popular assemblies, on that very 
ground ought the friends of peace and of order to resist 
the adoption of the measure. In countries where men 
may openly state their grievances and boldly claim re- 
dress,^ the effect of their complaints and remonstrances 
may, indeed, for a time be obstructed by the operation of 
ministerial corruption and intrigue; but perseverance 
must ultimately be effectual in procuring them relief. But 
if you take away all legal means of obtaining that object, 
if you silence remonstrance and stifle complaint, you then 
leave no other alternative but force and violence. Tiiese 
are means so dreadful in their efiects that it may be 
matter of question whether any good they produce can 
possibly compensate for the evils with which they arc 
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necessarily attended; such means as scarcely even the best 
cause can justify. 

Let us examine a little closely the argument on which 
so much stress is laid, namely, the danger that may arise 
from a popular discussion of grievances. If the pretext 
of grievances be groundless, and not warranted by any 
immediate pressure, the more it is discussed, the less 
effect it will have in exciting discontent. But if you pre- 
clude these political humours, if I may so call them, from 
having a vent, you then leave no alternative but uncon- 
stitutional submission, or actual violence. If ever there 
exists a just cause of grievance, one or other inust be 
adopted; a tame acquiescence, incompatible with the 
spirit of freedom, or an open resistance, subversive of the 
order of government. I know that peace and quiet are 
the greatest of all blessings, but I know also, that rational 
liberty is the only security for their enjoyment. I admire 
the British Constitution, because it gives scope to the 
people to exercise the right of political discussion; not 
merely with the permission of a magistrate, or under the 
control of an executive force, but on all occasions to 
state, in bold and plain words, the grievances which they 
feel, and the redress which they desire. I have only now 
to express my firm determination to oppose the Bill in 
every stage of its progress. And in the first instance, I 
shall conceive it necessary to move for a call of the House, 
as it is impossible for me to suffer a question, which 
involves so material an alteration of the Constitution, to 
pass in this House, without solemnly calling on every 
member to give a vote on the discussion. 
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RIGHT OF PUBLIC Ml-UTINCi 
CHARLES JAMES FOX 
House of Commous, 22 May (7^)7 
(33 /V»r/. Wst, 018 fl',) 

[Debate on Fox’s motion for repeal of the Treason anil 
Sedition Acts,] 

It is a manifest axiom in a popular aoverninent, tliat 
man has the funclanicmal right to state his oi)inioii; tliis 
right must be recognized, since it was on the exercise of 
this right that the government itself was formed. Need 
I illustrate the doctrine? It is recognized in the Bill of 
Rights. No man will deny that tlie right of iielilion to 
Parliament is as inherent to die people of Fnglanrl as the 
right of petition to the Crown. Why. then, diil not the 
Bill of Rights state the one as well as the other? Why 
but because the one had been attacked and questioned’ 
not the other: and it has been truly said of the Bill of 
Rights, that it only asserted the privileges whieii had 
teen outraged; it did not enumerate all the rights which 
had not come into dispute. 

instance in which 

difiiculties have been thrown in the way of pelitioir and 
reference is made to the act of Charles 2nd, in which 
distinction is made between assemblies convoked by the 
sheriff, persons entitled to the elective IVunehise, and 
other persons. No argument, in my mind, can be so 
dangerous as that which raises distinctions as to the riglit 
ot petition. To say that those only enjoy the right of 
petition who possess the elective franchise, is to bring it 
mto danger; good sense would make the argument go 
the other way; for surely if any description of persons 

h-iuo n ^ persons who, having no vole lU olccllons, 
have no representatives in this House to wiiom they 
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can iliicclly apply, aiul who may bo mailo the oibiui 
or theii- seiilimoiils. liiil I ilcp'raUc n.id .lci-l.>.c icso 
SLtincliciPS, since every cli.ss of (Ire a.irannn y ol ijh U. 
Iinvo this right seciircil to litem, nitii he minle us lice to 
(his privilege as to the air they biciilhe. 

This Act [for the prevention ol acdilioiis nieelingsl is 
oiuragcous, because it Ibrows tlilliculties ,n (he way ol (!^ 
exercise of (he right, and enables slieri ls to picveid meet- 
Lgs; ami it has been proved, that since the passing ol 
(his Act more refusals have been given by magis rates 
than in any former period. This has lieen pardculmly the 
case since recent calamilics have disposed the country (o 
assemble so generally to iietition for (he dism ssion ol 
Ministers. Very extraordinary reasons have been as- 
signed by some of (hem for refusing (o convoke ineedngs. 
The sherilV of SuHblk refused, because the subject had 
been debated in parliament, and because he was going to 
London. Anullier magistrate refused, lliongh called upon 
by a mimcroLis body of persons, because he would not 
disturb tlic unanimity of (he county, 'ihe power ol dis- 
persing meetings is as obnoxious as Ihc refusal lo convoke 
(hem. In the county in winch 1 live, tlie sherill, altei 
putting the question, .said there was a visible majority ol 
votes, but because he did not know whether they were all 
frceholdcr.s (hat were present, ho rcfuscil to sign the pro- 
ceedings, and give validity to the record. Another person 
on this capricious objection coiikl not take the cliiur, 
because the slicrilV had tlie power to disiicrse the ipccling ; 
and thus an attempt was made to defeat tlie petition in 
the county of Surrey, even under (ho colour of complying 
with the statute. In many other cases dilliciiltic.s liavc 
been found that make it vexatious, and almost Impossible, 
to exercise this right under the iirovislons of this Act. 

It requires so much Iroiiblo to comply with all the 
provisions of the Act, where the meeting Is not called by 
the regular magistrate, that it is next to an impossibility 
to carry the exercise of the right generally into ciTect. In 
some instances, where /.ctil and pc rseve ranee had con- 
quered every obstacle, inconveniences were suirorcd I hut 
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would deter men on ordinary occasions from assembling 
In Westminster, for instance, where the meeting was 
called in strict conformity to the Act, the day of meeting 
was most unfavourable in point of weather, but it was 
found inconvenient to adjourn, because they must have 
renewed all the formalities required by the statute. 

And what is the benefit expected to be derived from all 
this? Are provisions like these likely to alter the minds 
of men? Are they calculated to prevent communication 
and stifle the opinions and discontents of a people? If it 
were a new and an abstract question, there might, per- 
haps, be a difference of opinion upon the subject’* but 
unfortunately, a book is laid open to us, in which we may 
read, m most legible characters, the true character and 
consequences of such a measure— that book is the 
kingdom of Ireland. In the year 1794 a Convention Bill 
was passed in Ireland to prevent meetings of the people 
What was the consequence? Ministers boasted of the 
success of the measure: they flattered tlicmselves they had 
succeeded m preventing meetings; but I have now the 
authority of the Parliament of Ireland for saying that 
what they had prevented publicly had been done in 

meetings of the 

people had been Iield, which, up to the year 1795 were 
small and msignificant-small, because up to that time 
they still had the power of meeting in public, and dis- 
cussing their grievances openly, and without reserve. Up 

Convention Bill, that forces them 
into clandestine and secret meetings by midnight* then 
with the foreign enemy! ami nil 
HousTirKo?TT'”lf‘‘’‘® 

that teed of 

thbk ignorance of the human heart to 

nk that, by a mere Convention Bill to prevent the 
meetings without redressing grievances, they could make 

to conceive that, by damming up a torrent, it would 
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not force its way in another direction! But it seems that, 
as our Act has not yet produced the same effects in 
England, we must not go for instruction to the sister 
kingdom. I see no sense in any such argument: human 
nature is the same in all countries; if you prevent a man 
who feels himself aggrieved from declaring his sentiments, 
you force him to other expedients for redress. Do you 
think that you gain a proselyte where you silence a de- 
claimer? No; you have only, by preventing the declara- 
tion of grievances in a constitutional way, forced men to 
more pernicious modes of coming at relief. In proportion 
as opinions are open, they are innocent and harmless. 

Opinions become dangerous to a State only when perse- 
cution makes it necessary for the people to communicate 
their ideas under the bond of secrecy. Do you believe 
it possible that the calamity which now rages in Ireland 
would have come to its present height, if the people had 
been' allowed to meet and divulge their grievances? 
Publicity makes it impossible for artifice to succeed, and 
designs of a hostile nature lose theii danger by the 
certainty of exposure. 

But it is said that these Bills will expire in a few years; 
that they will expire when we shall have peace and tran- 
quillity restored to us. What a sentiment to inculcate! 
You tell the people, that when every thing goes well, 
when they are happy and comfortable, then they meet 
freely, to recognize their happiness, and pass eulogiums 
on their Government; but that in a moment of war and 
cflltimityi of distrust find niisconduct, it is not pcrnnittcQ 
them to meet together, because then, instead of eulo- 
gizing, they might think proper to condemn ministers. 
What a mockery is this! What an insult to say that this 
is preserving to the people the right of petition! To tell 
them that they shall have a right to applaud, a right to 
rejoice, a right to meet when they are happy, but not a 
right to condemn, not a right to deplore their misfortunes, 
not a right to suggest a remedy 1 I hate these insidious 
modes of undermining and libelling the Constitution of 
the country. If you mean to say that the mixed and 
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balanced government of England is good only for holi 
days and sunshine, but that it is inapplicable to a day of 
distress and difficulty, say so. Jf you mean that freedom 
is not as conducive to order and strength as it is to 
happiness, say so; and I will enter the lists with you and 
contend that, among all the other advantages adsine 
from liberty, are the advantages of order and strength in 
a supereminent degree, and that too, in the moment 
when they are most wanted. Liberty is order. Libor tv 
is strength. Good God, Sir, am I, on this day, to be 
called upon to illustrate the glorious and soothing doc- 
trine? Look round the world and admire, ns you must 
the instructive spectacle! You will see that liberty not 
only IS power and order, but that it is power and order 
predominant and invincible; that it derides ail other 
sources of strength; that the heart of man has no impulse 
arid can have none that dares to stand in competition 
witn It; and if, as Englishmen, we know how to rcsncct 
Its value, surely the present is the moment of all others 
invigorating alliance. ’ 
Whether we look at our relative situation with regard 
to foreip powers, with regard to the situation of the 
sister kingdom, and with regard to our own internal 

f 'vhen' national strength 

as so much demanded, and when it was so incumbent 
upon us to call forth and embody all the vigour of the 
nation by rousing, animating, and embodying all the 

ww u to cliaractcrize the country and 

which, I trust, is not yet totally extinct. Is this a mmiient 

the^™n ''^/“'‘'sposing all that part of 

me nation whose hearts glow with tirdnnr rnr tii«it. 

SraiiS®’ indignation that they 

should ^ other emotion, freedom 

a^ubstitutrfo^^'lifiu" ^ supplementary force, and 

nearly reduced been 

perhaps to take the ritdff "'tis too perilous, 

P aps, to take the right course? May we not be again 
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called upon for exertions that will demand the union of 
every hand and every heart in the kingdom? What might 
not this House do, if this House had the opinion of the 
country with it? Do not let us say, then, that we are 
to increase the force of the country by stifling opinion. 
It is only by promoting it, by giving facility to its ex- 
pression, by meeting it with open hearts, by incorporating 
ourselves with the sense of the nation, that we can again 
revive that firm and compact power of British strength, 
that sprung out of British liberty. 
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LIBERTY OF THE PRESS 
RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN 
House of Commons, 6 February 1810 
(15 Part, Deb., 1 b., 3'I0 ft',) 

[Dedate on the suggested amcndmciu of Ibo ShuuHiih 
Order of the House of Commons relating to (ho exclusion 
of Strangers from (he House on particular occasions 
‘Strangers’ included (he press-reporters. Cf. Nos 39 

AA 1 


My right hon. Friend [Mr. Windham] has called me a 

counsel for the Press lam proud of the appellation 

But I confess that I was a good deal surprised when ho 
put m his claim to a share of (he distinction. Ho has bv 
implication, questioned the use of the liberty of 'the 
Press! Can he have been serious? Give mo but the 
hberty of the Press, and I will give to the minister a vcnnl 
House of Peers— I will give lilm a corruiH and servile 
House of Commonsr-l will give him (ho full swing of 
the patronage of oiTice— I will give him the whole host of 
niinisterial influcnc^I will give him all tho power that 
place can confer upon him to purchase up submission 
and overawe resistance; and yet, armed with tho liberty 

i imdismaycd; I 

will attack the mighty fabric he lias reared with that 
mightier engine; I will shake down from its height cor- 

mS"o shefte “ ’ ™'" 

motion which I hiivo submitted 
f?oSetolnci'h;™i IT"' '“"vltlunl member 

the Sten ^ TI “''teonti to sivo some rensoii Tor 
tne step The right hon. Gentleman onnosilo said ir 

plain. If, after tlie exclusion of strangers, the House 
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should accinicscc in the propriety of tho motives for that 
exclusion, the public would tlicn be satisfied. 

To some of the opinions of my right hon. Friend I 
have listened with the greatest regret, and even horror. 
For tlie first time in my life I have almost wished that the 
public had been excluded from hearing his opinions. ... 
He hns QSScrtcU ii bro^icl gcnerul principle Ihtit the publi" 
cation of the proceedings of Parliament is iinunous to 
the country. He has declared that, when the doors of the 

ealleryofthisHousearccloscd,thocountryhasdonewell. 

I am not one of those who think or speak despondmgly 
of the situation, or degradingly of the chameter of the 

country. On tlicconlrary, lam of opinion thatGreatBritam 

stands on a proud eminence, struggling as she is, nnd suc- 
cessfully struggling as I hope she will be, for the liberties of 
the world. To what is it owing that she is able to maintain 
such a contest, and hid defiance to that powerful enemy, 
who has already overthrown every power against which 
ho has directed his victorious arms, and tranipled upon 
the rights and independence of the prostrate nations of 
Europe? All this I can attribute to the liberty of the 
Press alone, and most particularly and emphatically to 
the unrestrained publication of the debates and proceed- 

My HglU Su Friend has asked how such publication 
can produce any public benefit, or conduce to the well- 
being or happiness of the nation? To this I would answer, 
by shewing to the people the grounds upon which public 
Hums L resorted to. and particularly by conwnang 
them of their necessity; thus mducmg the pubi c to sub- 
mit witli patience to the heaviest burthens that have ever 
been imposed upon a nation. He has 
state of the country in former b'ues, when the Press was 
bound in fetters, and tho terrors of Court of Sta 
Chamber blighted every germ of freedom. But I would 
tell him that publicity given to all public 
esDeclalW to great measures of finance, m modern time , 
has been the principal, if not the solu means 
the nation to a weight of taxes, which m these boasted 
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periods of former excellence would neither hiive been 
thought of, nor supposed likely to be borne or cjuluicd 
by the country. 

I am sorry to hear my right hon. I-’riend resorting jj 
topic, which I must be allowed to dcnomiimto the 
bugbear, when I find him gravely asserting lluil the prac- 
tice of reporting the proceedings of this House, which 
has grown up of late, is likely to encourage rcvolutianmy 
doctrines, or lead to a revolution, Can it for ii moment 
be supposed that the people of this country, posscsshin 
the blessings of freedom, and in the enjoyment of nil the 
benefits of their Constitution, can, by reading the debates 
in this House, be induced to get riti of tlicsc blessings and 
this Constitution? Yet he has thought proper to state 
that the freedom of the Press, as acted mion in latter 
times, would, in all probability, reduce this country to 
the same dreadful state of convulsion and disorder fn 
which France was involved during die pcriml of her late 
sanguinary revolution. Is it, I ask, the liberty of the 
Press that brought France Into that dieadful stale of 
anarchy and ruin, which characterised the revolution? 
Is it not, on the contrary, the suppression of all liberty of 
discussion the prohibition of all publications not snne- 
tioned by the permission of authority— the prevention oi’ 
that rational and temperate consideration of public 
interests and measures, whieh alone can excite and nourisli 
patriotic feelings and public spirit, Hint has caused all the 
rnischiefs which attended that revolution? What is it 
that has caused the downfall of all the nations of Europe*' 

Is It the liberty of the Press? No: it is the want of 
that salutary controul upon their governments, Hint 
of public spirit and national exertion. 

^ before or 
Pn?c- Austria— if in 

BuonapartiS would not now find 

tS 

the throne of nearly an universal monarch. 
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SECURITY AGAINST UNLAWFUL 
IMPRISONMENT 

SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY 
House of Commons t 26 February 1817 

(35 Pari. Deb., I s„ 735 A'.) 

[Debate on First Reading of the Habeas Corpus Sus- 
pension Bill.] 

I will not long occupy Ihe attention of the House, but 
I cannot prevail upon myself to give a silent vote upon 
the most important question that has been discussed 
since I have had a scat in Parliament. 

All parties are agreed upon the inestimable value of 
that part of the Constitution which it is proposed for a 
time to annul; and there are few that deny that at present 
great evils exist, and that those evils require a speedy 
remedy. The question is, therefore, reduced to a very 
narrow compass, viz. Is this a case in which it is necessary 
to have recourse to such a remedy, and is the remedy 
adapted to the nature of the evils? 

The first point must depend upon a preliminary ques- 
tion, whether other means have been duly resorted to, 
and whether those means have failed of success? The 
noble Lord has repeatedly declared that the utmost 
vigilance of Ministers l\as been exerted; but it is now 
quite clear, from subsequent intelligence, that that utmost 
vigilance in truth amounts to nothing. It is admitted by 
the noble Lord that these traitorous designs have been 
proceeding for a considerable time before the aid of 
Parliament was required; yet, although Ministers have 
been fully apprized of the attempts upon the loyalty, the 
morals, and the religion of the people; though they 
have been in possession of the libellous and blasphemous 
publications so industriously circulated among the lower 
orders; yet, up to the present moment, not a single 



32 THE PEOPLE 

prosecution has been instigated against the authors. The 
excuse of the Attorney-General for this procrastination is 
most extraordinary and curious: in truth, he said, the 
libels laid before him were so numerous that he could not 
see where prosecutions- were to end. Wliere they were to 
end I do not pretend to decide; but it is not very dilTiciilt 
to determine where they ought to have begun. The libels 
may be numerous, but, if they are, nothing has been 
publicly known of them till lately; and the more numerous 
the more urgent was the necessity that some of the 
authors should be severely punished, as a terror and an 
example to the rest. 

I entreat the House to recur once more to the consider- 
ation of all that occurred, previous to the suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus Act in 1794. Very different then was 
the conduct of the Government, for that measure was not 
suggested to the House until after prosecutions had been 
instituted for sedition at every quarter-sessions in all 
comers of the Kingdom. At that period, at least Parlia- 
ment was not required to suspend the rights of the sub- 
jects of the Crown until recourse had been had to the 
existing laws. . . . 

As to the question, whether this suspension is adapted 
to the existing evils, the only individual who has con- 
tended that it is so is the hon. Member who spoke last; 
he contended that, as sufficient evidence cannot be pro- 
cured to convict, it is, therefore, proper to give Ministers 
unlimited power to imprison. As the delinquent cannot 
be brought to trial, he is to be punished without it. On 
the contrary, I contend that this measure is in no way 
calculated to meet the evil. 

The Government can fix upon no individual of leading 
talent, whose arrest will check the progress of 
disaffection, and defeat the operations of the minor 
agents: all are alike insignificant, and tiie extent to which 
U 7 MI u'^**°*^ spread, and is spreading, is the real evil. 
Will the imprisoiment of two or three poor wretches 
prevent the diffusion of the poison through all the intri- 
cate ramifications, by which it is conveyed to tire public 
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mind? If, indeed, they are publicly tried, regularly con- 
victed, and exemplarily punished, something would be 
gained — others would be deterred, for the fact would be 
known ; but the mere unheard-of confinement of two or 
three mechanics would effect nothing in stopping the 
active mischief of particular individuals. 

In 1794 the state of things was widely different in 
another respect ; then no petitions were presented humbly 
praying that Parliament should reform itself; but a con- 
vention existed to serve as a substitute for Parliament. 
In 1799 it [the Act] was again suspended, but the country 
was then threatened with invasion; the disaffected then 
refused to acknowledge any Parliament at all, and in its 
place substituted the National Assembly of France, which 
boasted of its secret and active correspondence with this 
country. The object then was not to reform, but to super- 
sede Parliament. 

Much as I censure the adoption of this measure now, 
I am not one of those who think that the Habeas Corpus 
Act ought never to be suspended; under some circum- 
stances the suspension might be wise and necessary; and 
those circumstances have existed when, on former occa- 
sions, persons of great consequence and influence were 
in league with an enemy, and when their arrest paralyzed 
the traitorous designs of all their dependants. But is such 
the case at present? Where can Ministers find one man 
of influence or consequence among the disaffected of our 
day? Where can they find even a man of the middle rank 
of life, among the vulgar, ignorant, and deluded wretches 
against whom Ministers are about to launch their ven- 
geance? How then can this suspension be useful, unless 
indeed this Government follows the example of a State 
it has recently supported, against the avowed wish of the 
people, in which not merely obnoxious individuals, but 
the inhabitants of whole villages and towns, have been 
thrown into dungeons. Is not this, I confidently demand, 
a most powerful reason for refusing what is now re- 
quired? Will the House intrust Ministers with a power 
by which persons of low rank and obscure occupations, 

480 
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in shoals, will be placed at the mercy of every truckling 
informer? . . . 

It is impossible to calculate upon the abuses to whicii 
the measure may bo subject; and at its expiration the 
Minister will only have to come down to the House with 
a Bill of Indemnity, and his responsibility will be at an 
end. Our ancestors have never consented to the .suspen- 
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act but in cases of extreme 
danger; and the proposal is now the more alarming on 
account of the precedent it would cslablisli. It is now for 
the first time laid down that under any circumstances of 
alarm the rights of Englishmen are to be dispensed with, 
Yet, in the years 1767 and 1768, when, according to the 
letters of Dr. Franklin, great distress, unusual scarcity, 
and alarming riots prevailed, no person ever dreamt of 
suspending the Habeas Corpus Act. Now, however, in 
time of profound peace, it is contended that the race of 
Englishmen is so degenerate that they are incapable of 
their own protection; and, in consequence of their weak- 
ness and pusillanimity arc willing to make a voluntary 
sacrifice of their dearest rights into llic liands of His 
Majesty’s Ministers. True it is that dangers threaten the 
country; but I would ask, is there no tlangcr in empower- 
ing a few individuals to imprison all the i cst of the sub- 
jects of the Crown, and that too without the slightest 
responsibility? Is there no danger in this suspension, 
when the standing army is so overgrown, and when 
already the Government possesses more influence that it 
has ever before enjoyed? Is there no danger even to 
general liberty, when foreign Slates, already sufiicicntly 
disposed to check its growth, sliould sec this once free 
country placed under the absolute dominion of its Minis- 
ters on account of the absurd sclicnics of a few miserable 
Spenceans? Is there no danger in public opinion, and 
that even to Ministers themselves? Are they well assured 
that this measure will have, in truth, the cfi’cct of streng- 
thening their weak hands? Will not the people see 
through the artifice of those who, under pretence of 
public security, are only endeavouring to secure them- 
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selves? In every point of view, I think the suspension 
objectionable: the dangers may be great, but the existing 
laws have not yet been tried; and, if tried, I am convinced 
that they will be found sufTIcient for every purpose of 
national protection. 
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right of public meeting 

GEORGE CANNING 
Liverpool, 18 March 1820 

{Speeches of George Canning at Liverpool, pp. 304 ff.) 

[During 1819 the campaign of mass meetings in pro- 
vincial towns was intense. At the end of that year the 
Six Acts were passed, one of them dealirig with public 
meetings by confining them, broadly speaking, to gather- 
ings of inliabitants in their own localities.] 

Rights are, in the same individual, to be compared 
with his duties; and rights in one person arc to be balanced 
with the rights of others. Let us take this right of meeting 
in its most extended construction and most absolute 
sense. The persons who called the meeting at Manchester 
tell you, that they had a right to collect together countless 
multitudes to discuss the question of Parliamentary re- 
form: to collect them when they would and where they 
would, without consent of magistrates, or concurrence of 
inhabitants, or reference to the comfort or convenience 
of the neighbourhood. May not the peaceable, the indus- 
trious inhabitant of Manchester say, on the other hand, 
‘I have a right to quiet in my house; I have a right to 
carry on my manufactory, on which not my existence 
only and that of my children, but that of my workmen 
and their numerous families depends. I have a right to 
be protected in the exercise of this my lawful calling. I 
have a right to be protected, not against violence and 
plunder only, against fire and sword, but against tlie 
terror of these calamities, and against the risk of these 
inflictions; against the intimidation or seduction of my 
workmen; or against the distraction of that attention and 
the interruption of that industry, without which neither 
they nor I can gain our livelihood. I call upon the laws 
to afford me that protection; and, if the laws in this 
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country cannot afford it, depend upon it, I and my manu> 
factures must emigrate to some country where they can.’ 
Here is a conflict of rights, between which what is the 
decision? Which of the two claims is to give way? Can 
any reasonable being doubt? Can any honest man hesi- 
tate? Let private justice or public expediency decide, and 
can the decision by possibility be other, than that the 
peaceable and industrious shall be protected,— -the turbu- 
lent and mischievous put down? 

But what similarity is there between tumults such as 
these and an orderly meeting, recognized by the law for 
all legitimate purposes of discussion or petition? God 
forbid, that there should not be modes of assembly by 
which every class of this great nation may be brought 
together to deliberate on any matters connected with 
their interest and their freedom. It is, however, an inver- 
sion of the natural order of things, it is a disturbance of 
the settled course of society, to represent discussion as 
everything, and the ordinary occupations of life as 
nothing. To protect the peaceable in their ordinary occu- 
pations is as much the province of the laws, as to provide 
opportunities of discussion for every purpose to which it 
is necessary and properly applicable. The laws do both: 
but it is no part of the contrivance of the laws, that 
immense multitudes should wantonly be brought to- 
gether, month after month, and day after day, in places 
where the very bringing together of a multitude is of 
itself the source of terror and of danger. 

It is no part of the provision of the laws, nor is it the 
spirit of them, that such multitudes should be brought 
together at the will of unauthorised and irresponsible 
individuals, changing the scene of meeting as may suit 
their caprice or convenience, and fixing it where they 
have neither property, domicile, nor connexion. The 
spirit of the law goes directly the other way. It is, if I 
may so express myself, eminently a spirit of corporation. 
Counties, parishes, townships, guilds, professions, trades, 
and callings form so many local and political subdivisions, 
into which the people of England are distributed by the 
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law and the pervading principle of the whole is that of 
vicinage or neighbourhood; by which each man is held 
to act under the view of his neighbours; to lend his aid 
to them, to borrow theirs; to share their councils, their 
duties and their burdens; and to bear with them his 
share of responsibility for the acts of any of the members 
of the community of which Ite forms a part. 

Observe, I am not speaking here of the reviled and dis- 
credited statute law only, but of tliat venerable common 
law to which our reformers arc so fond of appealiitg on all 
occasions, against the statute law by which it is modified, 
explained, or enforced. Guided by the spirit of the one, 
no less than the letter of the other, what man is there in 
this country who cannot point to the portion of society 
to which he belongs? If iruury is spstained, upon whom 
is the injured person expressly entitled to come for re- 
dress? Upon the hundred, or the division in which he 
has sustained the injury. On what principle? On the 
principle that as the Individual is amenable to the division 
of the community to which he specially belongs, so neigh- 
bours are answerable for each other. Just laws, to be 
sure, and admirable equity, if a stranger is to collect a 
mob which is to'set half Manchester on fire; and the 
burnt half is to come upon the other half for iiicicmnily, 
while the stranger goes off unquestioned, to excite the 
like tumult and produce the like danger elsewhere. 

That such was the nature, such the tendency, nay, that 
such, in all human probability, might have been the 
result of meetings like that of the 16tli of August, who 
can deny? Who that weighs all the particulars of that 
day, comparing them with the rumours and the threats 
that preceded it, will dispute that such might have been 
the result of that very meeting, if that meeting, so very 
legally assembled, had not, by the happy decision of the 
magistrates, been so very illegally dispersed? 

It is, therefore, not in consonance, but in contradiction 
of the spirit of the law, that such meetings htive been 
holden. The law prescribes a corporate character, The 
callers of these meetings have always studiously avoided 
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it, No summons of frceholders—none of freemen— none 
of the inhEibitants of particular places or parishes— no 
acknowledgment of local or political classification. Just 
so at the beginning of the French Revolution: the first 
work of the reformers was to loosen every established 
political relation, every legal holding of man to man; to 
destroy every corporation, to dissolve every subsisting 
class of society, and to reduce the nation into individuals, 
in order, afterwards, to congregate them into mobs. 

Let no person, therefore, run away with the notion that 
these things are done without design. To bring together 
the inhabitants of a particular division, or men sharing 
a commori franchise, is to bring together an assembly, of 
which the component parts act with some respect and 
awe of each other, Ancient habits, which the reformers 
would call prejudices; preconceived attachments, which 
they would call corruption; that mutual respect which 
makes the eye of a neighbour a security for each man’s 
good conduct, but which the reformers would stigmatize 
as a confederacy among the few for dominion over their 
fellows: — all these things make men difficult to be moved, 
on the sudden, to any extravagant and violent enterprise. 
But bring together a multitude of individuals, having no 
permanent relation to each other, — no common tie, but 
what arises from their concurrence as members of that 
meeting, a tie dissolved as soon as the meeting is at an 
end; — in such an aggregation of individuals there is no 
such mutual respect, no such check upon the proceedings 
of each man from the awe of his neighbour’s disappro- 
bation; and, if ever a multitudinous assembly can be 
wrouglit up to purposes of mischief, it will be an assembly 
so composed, 

How monstrous is it to confound such meetings with 
the genuine and recognized modes of collecting the sense 
of the English people 1 Was it by meetings such as these 
that the Revolution was brought about, that grand event, 
to which our antagonists arc so fond of referring? Was 
it by meetings in St. George’s-fields? in Spafields? in 
Smithfield? Was it by untold multitudes collected in a 
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village in the north? Nol It was by tlic meeting of cor- 
porations, in their corporate capacily;-by tho assembly 

of recognized bodies of tho Stale; by the interchange 

of opinions among portions of tiio community known to 
each other, and capable of estimating each ollier's views 
and characters. Do wo want a more striking mode of 
remedying grievances than this? Do wo rctiuirc a more 
animating example? And did it remain for the reformers 
to strike out tho course by which alone Great llrilain 
could make and kccir herself free? 

Gentlemen, all power is, or ought to be, nccompaniccl 
by responsibility. Tyranny is irresponsible power. This 
definition is equally true, whether the power be lodged 
in one or many whether in n despot, excmptcil by (he 
form of government from the control of law; or in a 
mob, whose numbcr.s put them beyond tho reach of law. 
Idle, therefore, and absurd, to talk of freedom where the 
mob domineers! Idle, (licrcfoic, and absurd, to talk of 
liberty, when you hold your property, perhaps your life, 
not indeed at the nod of a despot, but at tho will of an 
inflamed, an infuriated populace! If therefore, during the 
reign of terror at Manchester, or at SpaticUls, tlicrc were 
persons in this country who had a right to complain of 
tyranny, it was they wlio loved the Constitution, who 
loved the Monarchy, but who dared not utter their 
opinions or their wishes until their houses were barri- 
cadedi and their children sent to a place of safely. That 
was tyranny! and, so far as the mobs were under the 
control of a leader, that was despotism 1 It was against 
that tyranny, it was against lliat despotism, that Parlia- 
ment at length raised its arm. 

All power, I say, is vicious that is nol accompanied by 
proportionate responsibility. Personal responsibility pre- 
vents the abuse of indivUliml power: responsibility of 
character is the security against tho abuse of collective 
power, when exercised by bodies of men whoso existence 
is permanent and defined. But strip such bodies of these 
qualities, you degrade them into multitudes, ami then 
what security have you against anything that they may 



THE PEOPLE 41 

do or resolve, knowing that, from the moment at which 
the meeting is at an end, there is no human being respon- 
sible for their proceedings? The meeting at Manchester 
the meeting at Birmingham, the meeting at Spafields or 
Smithflckl, what pledge could they give to the nation of 
the soundness or sincerity of their designs? The local 
character of Manchester, the local character of Birming- 
hani was not pledged to any of the proceedings to which 
their names were appended. A certain number of ambu- 
latory tribunes of the people, self-elected to that high 
function, assumed the name and authority of whatever 
place they thought proper to select for a place of meeting; 
their rostruni was pitched, sometimes here, sometimes 
there, according to the fancy of the mob, or the patience 
of the magistrates; but the proposition and the proposer 
were in all places nearly alike; and when, by a sort of 
political ventriloquism, the same voice had been made to 
issue from half-a-dozcn dinbrent corners of the country, 
it was imprudently assumed to bo a concord of sweet 
sounds, composing the united voice of the people of 
England I 

Now, Gentlemen, let us estimate the mighty mischief 
that has been done to liberty by putting down meetings 
such as I have described. Let us ask, what lawful autho- 
rity has been curtailed; let us ask, what respectable com- 
munity has been defrauded of its franchise; let us ask, 
what municipal institutions have been violated by a law 
wliich fixes the migratory complaint to the spot whence 
it professes to originate, and desires to hoar of the griev- 
ance from those by whom that grievance is felt; — which 
leaves to Manchester, as Manchester, to Birmingham, as 
Birmingham, to London, as London, all the free seope 
of utterance which they have at any time enjoyed for 
making known their wants, their feelings, their wishes, 
their remonstrances;— which leaves to each of these divi- 
sions its separate authority,— to the union of all or of 
many of them the aggregate authority of such a consent 
and co-operation; but which denies to an itinerant 
hawker of grievances the power of stamping their names 
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nnon his \vares;-of prctciuliiig, bcctuiso he may raise an 
Sry at Manchester or at Birmingham, that ho therefore 
sneaks the sense of the town whicli ho disquiets and en- 
dangers; or, still more preposterously, that because he 
has disquieted and endangered hall-a-do/.en neighbour- 
hoods in their turn, he is. there ore. the organ o (hem 
all and through them, of the whole British people. 

SareThc stupid fallacies which the law of the last 
session has extinguished! and such arc I lie object and 

_ .... f 1 Till I It: 1 1 hi'i’tv IS nnl In 


survive! 
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LIBERTY OF THE PRESS 
ED WA RD L YTTON DUL WER {afterwards Lord Lytton) 
House of Commons, 21 August 1835 
(30 Pari Deb., 3 a., 836 ff.) 

[Bulwer’s speech was in support of his motion for the 
repeal of the stamp duties on newspapers,] 

The whole expression of public opinion, in a periodical 
shape, is at present coniined to the narrowest oligarchy 
that ever disgraced a free country. No man can publish 
a newspaper — that is, no man can write periodically upon 
the news of the day, or the debates in Parliament, or any 
domestic or foreign alTairs — without paying fourpence 
upon every sheet in the shape of a tax. The result is that 
the legal market is altogether coniined to great capitalists, 
and exclusive monopolists, while a large and cheap 
market is opened to smugglers, . . , 

It is absurd to talk about the liberty of the Press in 
England so long as the taxes on knowledge continue as 
at present — it is in vain to make holyday speeches about 
it, saying *it is the very air we breathe, and if we have it 
not, we perish*, when the Press is the only means of ex- 
pressing the opinions of which the condition is a large 
capital and the result a severe monopoly. 

It has been urged that, if the newspaper Press is ren- 
dered cheap, it will become bad and worthless, and that, 
if the market is widened, the commodity will be deterio- 
rated. Why, if tills argument were used as to any other 
article of trade, a man would be set down as an idiot. 
If a do7.cn persons only were allowed to sell spectacles, 
and a proposition was made to allow every person to sell 
them, would not the statesman who told you that in that 
case spectacles would be good for nothing deserve to be 
laughed at? . . . 

If you look at the large newspapers which circulate 
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among the great mass of (lie people, you will fuKl in them 
the most varied information, llic most argumentative 
writing, and a great freedom from private calumny, vulgar 
slander, and personal abuse. But it may be said— If you 
make the Press free, many dangerous and revolutionary 
political doctrines may bo published. Doubtless there 
will be, as now, doctrines of all sorts— the good and the 
bad. But who is to decide what is good and what bad? 
Some hon. Members on the other side of the Mouse tell 
us that the doctrines of the present Government arc revo- 
lutionary and dangerous; whereas, from what I have 
heard this very night, if I were asked wliat doctrines were 
most likely to weaken the just innucncc of the Crown, 
separate the diflerent classes, incense the people, and 
produce and hasten the course of revolution— I should 
say it was the doctrine of the Conservatives. 

Who, then, shalUIccUlc the question as to what is good 
and what is bad— what is useful, and what is revolution- 
ary? None can do so; scarcely time itself can decide it. 
In the words of an able writer: ‘Truth requires no inscrip- 
tion to distinguish it from darkness; and all that Truth 
wants is the liberty of expression.’ 

Has not the terror of the propagation of dangerous 
doctrines been used against the progress of enlighten- 
ment? Is it not for this that censors have been placed 
upon books, and inquisitors upon opinions? What cficct 
have these prosecutions producctl? Tire 1' reach Court 
prohibited the works of Voltaire, and Voltaire became 
at once endowed with the power to shake old opinion 
to its centre. Geneva burnt the Social Contract of Rous- 
seau, and out of its ashes arose the phoenix of its 
influence, Tom Paine had not sold ten copies of his 
notorious work, when the English Government thought 
fit to prosecute him, and within a week from that period 
there were sold 30,000 copies. Government never has 
prevented, and never can prevent, the propagation of 
dangerous doctrines by prohibitions, either in the shape 
of a tax or a law — the only cfTcct of persecution is to 
lender the doctrines more dangerous and the people 
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more eager to learn it. If I want a new proof of the truth 
of this argument, do I not find it in the very tax I ask 
you to repeal? For how many years have you been en- 
deavouring to put down the unstamped Press, whoso 
doctrines arc alleged to bo dangerous, and for how many 
years has it enjoyed impunity, and deluged every manu- 
facturing town? The market iias been literally over- 
stocked with its productions. If you were to repeal the 
whole tax tomorrow, there would not be a single new 
publication of these dangerous inflammatory doctrines, 
for during the last seven or eight years every one who 
wished to publish them has done so with impunity. By 
the imposition of the tax upon the more respectable class, 
you have prevented any reply to these dangerous publi- 
cations. You have given up the field to those who have 
sown it with noxioas weeds, and prevented the good 
husbandman from labouring in it. You are now at last 
embarked in an obstinate war with the unstamped Press— 
a war in which I am sure you will not succeed. I ask the 
right hon. Gentleman [the Chancellor of the Exchequer], 
does he think for a moment that he can succeed so long 
as the tax is 200 per cent, upon the articles smuggled? 
My right hon. Friend is aware, better than myself, that 
the only way to diminish smuggling, where it has risen 
to an enormous height, is to reduce the tax, and that is 
what I now urge upon my right hon. Friend. 
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‘THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE’ 


BENJAMIN DISRAELI {afterwards Earl of Beaconsfield) 
House of Commons, 12 July 1839 
(49 Pari Deb., 3 s., 246 fT.) 

[Debate on a molion in regard to the Chartists' National 
Petition. Disraeli, after having made his protest against 
the indifference with which members in general treated 
the petition, voted with the majority, in favour of re^ 
jection.] 


I cannot believe that a movement which, if not national, 
is yet most popular, can have been produced by those 
common means of sedition to which tire noble Lord 
[Lord John Russell] has referred. Unquestionably there 
is more or less of a leaven of sedition mixing itself up 
with all popular commotions; but I cannot believe that 
a petition signed by considerably upwards of 1,000,000 
of our fellow-subjects could have been brought about by 
those ordinary means which are always in existence and 
which, five, ten, or fifteen years ago, were equally power- 
ful in themselves, without producing any equal results. 

^ It has been supposed that the basis of this movement 
IS strictly economical. I have great doubts of that, be- 
cause I find that where there are economical causes for 
national movements they lead to tumult, but seldom to 
organisation. I admit also, on the other hand, that this 
movement has not been occasioned by any desire of politi- 
cal rights. Political rights have so much of an abstract 
character, their consequences act so slightly on the multi- 
tude, that I do not believe they can ever be the origin of 
^y great popular movement, But there is something 
tween an economical and a political cause which may 
he the spring of this great movement, as the noble Lord 
must himself admit it to be. It may be mistaken, but all 
must confess that it is considerable. 
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The real cause of this, as all real popular movements, 
not stimulated by the aristocracy, and which, if not per- 
manent, are still of material importance, has existed in 
an apprehension on the part of the people that their civil 
rights were invaded. Civil rights partake, in some degree, 
of an economical and, in some degree, certainly of a 
political character. They conduce to the comfort, the 
security, and the happiness of the subject; and, at the 
same time, are invested with a degree of sentiment which 
mere economical considerations do not involve. 

Now, I maintain that the civil rights of the people of 
England have been invaded. There has been undoubtedly, 
perhaps with no evil intention, perhaps from a foolish 
desire of following a false philosophy, and applying a 
system of government not suited to the character of this 
country, and borrowed from the experience of another— 
there has been, from whatever motive, an invasion of the 
civil rights of the English people of late years; and I be- 
lieve the real cause of this movement is a sentiment on 
the part of the people of England that their civil rights 
have been so invaded. That sentiment has doubtless been 
taken advantage of by trading agitators, but it is partici- 
pated in by many more than agitators, and that discon- 
tented minority which must ever exist in all countries. 

I am not one of those who ascribe the People’s Charter, 
as it is called, to the new Poor Law; but, at the same 
time, I believe that there is an intimate connexion be- 
tween the two. I ascribe the Charter and the new Poor 
Law to the same origin to which we owe many evils we 
now experience, and many more with which we are 
menaced, the consequences of which, if I am not much 
mistaken, may yet be severely felt by persons superior to 
those who have signed this petition. The origin of this 
movement in favour of the Charter dated about the same 
time that you passed the Reform Bill. I am not going to 
entrap the House into any discussion on the merits of thp 
Constitution you have destroyed and of that which has 
replaced it. I have always said that I believe its character 
was not understood by those who assailed it, and perhaps 
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not fully by iliosc wlio defended it. All will luimit this— 
the old Constitution luid tm inielliBiblo prliieiplo, whicli 
the present has not. The former invested u snitili porllon 
of the nation with political I’IbIus. 'rhoso riahts were en- 
trusted to that small class on certnin conditions— that 
they should guard the civil rights of the greiil imiltiludc. 
It was not even loft to them as a matter of honour; society 
was so constituted that they were entrusted with duties 
which they were obliged to fullll. You Itavo transferred 
a great part of that political power to a new class, whont 
you have not invested with those great public duties. 

Great duties can alone confer great station, and the 
new class which has been invested with political station 
has not been bound up witli the great mass of the people 
by the exercise of social duties, h'or instance, the admini- 
stration of justice, the regulation of parishes, ilw building 
of roads and bridges, tltc command of the militia and 
police, the employment of labour, the distribution of 
relief to the destitute— these wore great duties which, 
ordinarily, have been conllned to tiuil body in the nation 
which enjoyed and exercised political power. Eut now 
we have a class which has attained that great object 

which all the opulent desire political power without 

the conditions annexed to its possession, and without ful- 
filling the duties which it should impose, Wliat is the 
consequence? Those who thus possess power williout dis- 
charging its conditions and duties are naturally anxious 
to put themselves to the least possible expense and 
trouble. Having gained that object, for which others 
were content to sacrifice I rouble and expense, they arc 
anxious to keep it without any appeal to their pocket, 
and without any cost of their lime, To gain their objects 
they raise the cry of cheap government -that .‘icrvcd tiro 
first: to attain the second they call for the constant inter- 
ference of the Government , lint I contend they cannot 
have a cheap and ccuiralizcd Oovcrnnicnt and mainUiin 
at the same time the civil rights of the people of England. 

I believe this is the real cause of the Cliartcr; a largo 
body of the people have foniid out that their civil rights 
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had been invtulcd. You have invaded their civil rights. 
The new Poor Law Act Is an invasion of their civil rights. 
You cannot deny that you havo based that new Poor 
Law upon a prineiplo that outraged the whole social 
duties of the Stale— tlio mainstay, the living source of 
the robustness of the commonwealth. You teach the 
clcsliUile not to look for relief to those who arc their 
neighbours, but to a distant Government stipendiary. 
You teach the unfortunate labourer that he has no legal 
claim to relief— that the relief lie should receive must be 
an alltiir of charity; and I believe that the discontent such 
alterations have occasioned i.s really the vis inert lae of 
which the active sedition of the country has availed itself 
—this movement for the Charter. ... , „ , . 

I admit that the prayer of the National Petition in- 
volves the great fallacy of supposing that social evils will 
be cured by political rights; but the fallacy is not confined 
to these poor Chartists. I never pass an evening in this 
House that I do not hear some honourable gentleman 
say that the people arc starving, and that the only remedy 
is household sullVago or some such tmtnim. Is that 
proposition less absurd than the prayer of this petition 
which has been so severely criticised by the noble Lord? 
The petitioner.^ demand annual Parliaments; but whether 
a man calls for annual or triennial Parliaments, un- 
doubtedly llie change applied for is great in either case, 
and I do not think the noble Lord is justilicd in speak- 
ing in terms of derision. At least, it is futile to attempt 
drawing the lino between the rcQulremcnls of the pctiUon 
and the suggestions of some of his own supporters. The 
fact, however, is, although the opinions of some of the 
supporters oftho noble Lord’s Government may bo some- 
what in advance of Ids own, they arc still supposed to be 
perfectly compatible with the exercise of political powers 
by that class ho has created, by whoso innucnco he has 
obtained place, and witli whoso assistance he still hopes 

^°BuL*if die noble Lord supposes that in this country he 
can establish a permanent Government on what is styled 
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nowadays a monarchy of the middle classes, he will be 
indulging a great delusion, which, if persisted in, must not 
only shake our institutions, but will endanger the Throne 
I believe such a system is actually foreign to the character 
of the people of England. I believe that, in this country 
the exercise of political power must be associated with 
great public duties. The English nation will concede any 
degree of political power to a class making simultaneoul 

advances in the exercise of the great social duties 

I am not ashamed to say, however much I disapprove 
of the Charter, I sympathise with the Chartists. They 
form a great body of my countrymen ; nobody can doubt 
they labour under great grievances, and it would indeed 
have been a matter of surprise and little to the credit of 
this House if Parliament had been prorogued without any 
notice being taken of what must always be considered a 
very remarkable social movement. 
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pROTECnON OF BRITISH SUBJECTS ABROAD 
LORD PALMERSTON 
House of Commons, 25 June 1850 

(112 Pari. Deb., 3 s., 381 ff,) 

[DEBATE on a motion disapproving the Ministry’s conduct 
of foreign policy and, in particular, in regard to the de^ee 
of protection to be given to British subjects abroad. 
Palmerston’s speech was his most famous, and one of the 
Lst remembered of the nineteenth century. It was eulo- 
gized even by his political opponents. Peel said It made 

5s proud of the man who delivered it’. The motion was 
lost by 46 votes.] 

Now, the Resolution of the House of Lords involves 
the future as well as the past. It lays down for the future 
a principle of national policy, which I consider totally 
^compatible with the interests, with the rights, with the 
honour, and with the dignity of the 
variance with the practice, not only of this, but of all 
Xr civilised coumries in the world. Even the person 
who moved it was obliged essentially to modify it m his 
speech. But none of the modifications 
speech were introduced into the Resolution adopted by 
the other House. The country is told that British subjects 
in foreign lands are entitled—for that is the meaning o 
the Resolution— to nothing but the 
laws and the tribunals of the land m wluch they happen 
to reside. The country is told that British 
must not look to their own country 
must trust to that indifferent justice which they may 
happen to receive at the hands of the Gove^ent and 

tribunals of the country in which JT^^iJ^VoDOsition 
The House of Lords has not said that * J ° ^ 

is limited to constitutional countn^. The House of 
Lords has not said thatdhe proposition is inapplicable, 
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not only to arbitrary and despotic coimtvlcs, but even to 
constitutional countries where the courts of justice arc 
. not free; although these limitations were stated in the 
speech. The country is simply informed by tlio Resolu- 
tion, as it was adopted, that, so far ns foreign nations 
are concerned, tlie future rule of the Government of 
England is to be, that, in all cases, and under all circum- 
stances, British subjects arc to have that protection only, 
which the law and the tribunals of the land in which they 
happen to be, may give them. 

Now, I deny that proposition; and I say it is a doctrine 
on which no British Minister ever yet lias acted, and on 
which the people of England never will siificr any British 
Minister to act. Do I mean to say that British subjects 
abroad are to be above the law, or arc to bo taken out 
of the scope of the laws of the land in which they live? 
I mean no such thing; I contend for no such principle. 
Undoubtedly, in the first instance, British subjects arc 
bound to have recourse for redress to the means vvhicli 
the law of the land affords them, when that law is avail- 
able for such purpose. That is the opinion whicli the 
legal advisers of the Crown have given in numcroii.s. 
cases; and it is the opinion on which we have founded 
our replies to many applications for our interposition in 
favour of British subjects abroad. And allow mo, at llie 
first moment when I have occasion to mention the legal 
advisers of the Crown, to say, that I heard with pain 
aspersions cast from a quarter from which they ought 
not to have come, upon the person who is the legal 
office which I have the honour to hold. I 
should have thought that a person who by liis owir expe- 
rience inust have known, not only the learning, but the 
independence of mind, and the sense of justice that 
c^racterBe the distinguislied individual who holds tlie 
office of Queen’s Advocate, Would have abstained from 
those aspersions which have been cast upon that meri- 
torious officer. 

Pwhaps I may have deviated from the strict orders of 
the House in what I have said; but I felt it due to an 
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hfinmirable-mlMkcl niim to give my testimony on the 
SS” occasion that presented itself, to the mclependenee 

“"l sa"y Xlh that,1f tirsubjcots abroad have enn’P'atats 
nnainst individuals, or against the Government of a 
foreian country, if the courts of law of that country can 
Sd them redress, then, no doubt, to those courts of 
iiistico the British suhicct ought in the first instance to 
inrfV and it is only on a denial of justice, or upon deci- 
apply.anuit j ||,g British Government 

loiddTe Swl Zn ’to ilrfSe. But there may be 
esses in which no confltlonco can bo placed m the tribu- 
nals those tribunals being, from ““"'P^’Sntaa 

-'fdiot?e,ZZt7rtiS^^^ 

rn5t’!%Twho judge in ^ ^ 

zro^t srzrorrsSe riihich you 

^Twill take a transaction eople’ S 

larsSSfeS 

happened to be. I “ “Zr 

EHSHHhSSSS 

SiSSfeSSH 

wSoZtSTa^ZefhaVdiscovered in an open bin, in 
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an open stable in his inn-yartl, a kiiilc, which they dc 
noiinccd ns a concealed vveapon. Witnesses ImvinXet 
examined, the counsel for the prosecution stated that lie 
gave up the ease, as it was evident there was no mnlr 
that the knife belonged to the man, or that ho was awS 
It was m the place where it was found. 'I’hc conn so! 1 
the defendant said, that such being the opinion of 
counsci for the prosecution, it was imncccLsary for I m 
to go into (he defence, and he left ids client in the hands 
of the court. Tlio court, however, ncvorllicless mo. 
nounced the man guilty of the charge brought against 
him, and the next momiiig the man was shol^ ^ 
Now, what would the Ihiglish people have 'said if this 
had been done to a British subject? and yet cvervihliin 

'.'I"'’ '™"' W'S foi.m 

T i “ tribunal of ilio country. 

I say, then, that our doctrine is, that, in the lirst in 

SSifaSSS 

advnnccmcntSnj L? 

of mankind. ’ 'vellarc and liappincss 

“L“’“ "I- ‘"o.« who have 

liko this, is So, Lit” °l' " ef'i'l ttoimlry 

ambition to men of a uliadS t? '“Bilimnlc 

thins to bo allTOcd to f, " ''“hi" 

^ « Which"' r rpo'tisrFo™ ic 
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wc hiwc seen, as staled by the r'fM lion. Haionct the 
Mcmbci- Tor Uipon, the political carlluiuakc rocking 
Europe from side to sidc—wliilc we liavo seen Ihiones 
S' ken shattered* levelled; inslilutions overthrown and 
destroyed— while in almost every country of Lt'tope the 
Skt of civil war has dchiged the land with blood* 
Suhe Altamic 10 IlK l)l.ck Sea, from .he liaUle lo 
the Mediterranean; this country lias piescntcd « ® 

honourable to the people of England, and worthy of the 

is compatible with order;, 
that individual freedom is reconcilable with obedience to 
fl"w. Wo havo shown the example of a "f o". " 
which every class of society accepts with chceifu ness the 
lot which Providence lias assigned to it; while at the same 
Sm eZy individual of each class is consUutlly s nvi^ 
to raise himself in the social scale— not by injustice and 
vronri o hy violence and illegal ity-but by persevering 
ul.ict and bv the steady and energetic exertion 

Creator has endowed him. To govern such f|.P'^0Pi° ^ 
(his is indeed an object worthy of 
oblcst num who lives in the land; and iherclore I find 
no fault with those who may think any opportunity a 
fair one, for endeavouring to I ” 

!”hS?S'a;'lfaiK 

exncriciicc to lind any number of men agreeing ^ 

fairly and honourab y IIJLiMcs which can 

.he 
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guiding rule and directing spirit of oiir proceeding. „ 
such as deserve approbation. I therefore 
Icnge the verdict winch this House, as represemin? ' 
political, a commercial, a constitutional countrv i<ft^ 
give on the question now brought before it ; whether tl^ 
principles on which the foreign policy of Her Maie-Uv’'^ 
Government has been conducted -mH c? M^Ucstys 
which h» W .s ,0 think ~ 

SiSinSiSrnf i'ta 
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RIGHT OF PUBLIC MEETING 
JOHN BRIGHT 
House of Commons, 3 May 1867 
{m Pari Deb,, 1957 fF.) 

[Bright called the attention of the House to the proposed 
interference of the Government with a public meeting to 
bo held in Hyde Park in connexion with the agitation for 
Reform.] 

Wliere English people, English blood, and English- 
speaking people are found — whether in our colonies, in 
the United States, or in the United Kingdom— great 
meetings have never been found productive of breaches 
of the peace. I defy you to find anything in history to 
show that, as n rule, great public meetings have been 
attended with breaches of the peace in this country. One 
of the most signal instances of a breach of the peace was 
in 1819, in Manchester, where men met to ask for Reform 
and for a repeal of the Corn Laws. If there had been 
no interference with that meeting it would have been as 
tranquil as we are in this House at this moment. But 
because it was interfered with by blind, bigoted, foolish 
magistrates, whose conduct now every man in the county 
of Lancaster is ready to condemn, there was a breach of 
the peace and bloodshed. . . . 

What is the duty of the Government in this matter? It 
is not a question that can be settled very wisely by legal 
quibbles and technicalities, I hold the duty of the Govern- 
ment to be this. To offer no kind of opposition to the 
peaceful entrance of the people into the Park, and when 
they are in the Park, to take no part whatever in endeavour- 
ing to prevent what I believe will be the legal proceedings 
of the day— the intended proceedings of the day. To have 
no thought whatever of judging of that meeting in any 
other way or in any other spirit than the police all over 
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the country have judged of the meetings that have been 
held throughout the country, I maintain, contrary to the 
feelings of some, that the character of the English people 
is guarantee for a peaceful issue on a day like that, 
In Birmingham, Leeds, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Newcastle 
and Manchester you can have these great meetings. It 
is quite mpossiblo that tlicrc should be that dilTerence 
between the temper of the people of the metropolis and 
the temper of the people in other great cities of the 
country— that while those in the country are perfectly 
harmless, those held in the metropolis are to be eminently 
hazardous and dangerous. In a meeting like this the 
people have a great national object connected immedi- 
ately and directly with their class, and with measures 
now being discussed in this House. They will go there 
ennobled by the sentiments which animate them, and you 
may have a double reliance upon them that there will be 
nothing done about which any of their countrymen may 
be ashamed. 

I hear hon. gentlemen sometimes speak of the President 
of the Reform League with feelings akin to contempt. I 
have gone through a deal of that. I have known hon. 
gentlemen on the otlier side of the House use strong 
language of me in public — I say nothing of what is said 
in private. Sometimes that language has been used to 
my face in this House, but oftener when I have not been 
present. There has been language of terrible abuse for 
my dangerous views in one year. I find them next year 

embodying thoseviewsinan Act of Parliament. I venture 

to say this of Mr, Beales — that there has never been con- 
nected with any political agitation in our time a more 
honourable man than he is. I judge from many years’ 
personal, and some years’ rather intimate acquaintance 
with him, I judge from what all those who know him 
best say of him, and I judge from the general conduct 
whum he has pursued during the last two years when lie 
has been prominent before the public in connection with 
a great agitation. He has suffered from that connection. 
He has been cut off from an honourable olTice; but he 
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stands upon the principles which he holds, and he endea- 
vours to move in their direction legally and morally. He 
has now, as I know, the intense satisfaction of knowing 
that the right hon. Gentleman the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and his colleagues are gradually dragging— 
it may be drawing, inviting, alluring, coaxing, coercing, 
or bringing in some way or other — the great Conservative 
Party of England into intimate alliance with him. 

Sir, let me say this of the right hon. Gentleman the 
Home Secretary [Mr, Walpole]. I believe there is no 
man who ever filled the office which he does who was 
more anxious to perform its duties with moderation and 
with justice in all questions of the nature which I am now 
introducing to the House than he is. I am sure the right 
hon. Gentleman regretted the moinentary turmoil that 
took place last year as much as I did, or any one of us 
did. I believe ho will now act upon a wiser principle. 
That he will believe, as I believe, that almost every man 
who goes to this meeting in Hyde Park will consider 
himself the guardian of public liberty, and at the same 
time the protector of the public property. I shall be much 
surprised if there be harm done to anything within the 
Park. I believe this at any rate, that the character of the 
English people for a love of order will not be tarnished 
by the transactions of that day. _ 

Sir. when I look at the difficulties of the right hon. 
Gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who has 
so much labour with the contending parties of this House 
in connection with the Bill he has introduced, I s^ it 
ought to strengthen his hands, and to be to him, and to 
every man in favour of a settlement of this grand 
tion, a pleasurable fact that there are millions of the 
metropolis of this Empire who can meet calmly, if not 
to discuss, at least to consider, the great question in 
which they are so much interested, and to lend their 
powerful aid to the attempts which are now ® 
introduce a large portion of the people to the privileges 
of our ancient and noble Constitution. 

I say that it is the business of the House and ot the 
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Government not to critici/c this question loo nnrrowly 
in n grctit emergency like this. 'Iho Law OIllccis or ihJ 
Crown ought not to try and (ind u Haw in tlie clnini of iho 
people to meet in llydo Park, They ought to be above 
quibbles of that nature. Let (hem ratiier conskler (he 
grandeur of (ho question and the grandeur of llio hour. 
Let them consider the intense interests of the people! 
Let them consider that (hey aro laying the foumlntionl 
for future legislation and government. Tlicn they will be 
thankful that there is a love of the Constitution strong 
enough, a love of order strong enough to cniiblo this 
immense body of people to meet in their lens, twenties, 
or hundreds of thoiisands, for the purpose of peacefully 
assisting Parliament to arrive at an adjustment of ihu 
question. 
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RIGHT OF PUBLIC MEETING 
ROBERT TIJRKSniE REID iflfmmrds Lord Loreburii) 
House of Commons, 1 March 1888 
(322 iVir/, WW;., 3 B., 1919 0.) 

[Di!»atr Oil a niolloti for m inquiry into llio question of 
public meetings in the metropolis,] 

No one dispulos lioio, ami I liopo no o™ o™' ™|| 
clisnuto in the Housc-certnuily I never slinll—tlitU it 
was not only right, but the absolute duly or tho Govein- 
nicnt, to maintain order, and to put an end to meetings 
which became disorderly or assembled in a disoidei y 
way. I think the Government would not be worth their 
salt if they did not interfere to prevent mrbulenco and to 
motcct the public. That is a very dilTcrcnt thing from 
Lying that, because at one or two meetings m the course 
of forty years, symptoms of turbulence have teen showi , 
therefore they are to issue u Proclamation putting on end 
fo miblic meeting in Trafalgar Squam ^Uogetter. inhe 

Government merely coniine ‘ L ® guch 

when the meetings exhibited symptoms of disoidei such 
as would lead a man of 'reasonably firm mind to appre- 
hcml disorder and tumult, they would stop those meet- 
incs I should have no words but those of cominendation 
to apprto conduct; but what I do object to is 
saviiiK that after a long series of quiet and oiderly 
mcolings hold in TrahilBiu' to 

worn disorderly, the <30™“'™' p,i„ „dvn ° 

pul nil Olid 10 meolliiBS tiling ' “W, tatify 
taco of some technical and legal aigument to jusniy 
pulling im oml lo tlio prlvilogo Umt hna too" ooloyod 

'"'Ky"iow,'v»lii«tlo ns is Iho right of opon nir public 



62 


THE PEOPLE 


few open spaces available where large mcelings can be 
held, and again because tliose who are in tlie habit of 
attending these open air meetings are often so poor that 
they cannot go to tlic expense of employing public halls, 
Then again it is essential that the people of London shall 
have the right of open air meeting, because they have 
grievances which are most acute and affect enormous 
numbers of them. I will not, of course, enter into the 
question of what these grievances are. It will be sulTiciciu 
to refer to the existence in London of vast multitudes of 
people honestly wishing for employment, but unable to 
obtain it. I know that this is a topic which enlists the 
sympathies of lion, members on all sides of the House. 
Then we have the fact that among the municipal authoril 
ties of London, some arc corrupt and most are incom- 
petent, and that there is no central Government in London 
at all, I need not refer to that which was the subject 
of debate the otlier night— such evils ns the sweating 
system, under which people have their lives and almost 
their souls destroyed by working for starvation wages 
under insanitary and demoralizing conditions; and still 
less need I refer to tliat flagrant grievance in London— 
namely, that the dwellings in which the great part of the 
population reside have been condemned as a scandal to 
civilization over and over again within the last five years, 
not only in this House but by a Royal Commission; yet 
the evil IS to->day as bad ns it was five years ago, and, 
seemingly, will be as bad five years hence as it is now, 
unless a powerful agitation is got up in regard to it. 

The question is whether, inasmuch as agitation cannot 
under the circumstances of the case be confined to meet- 
inp m large halls, the evils under which London has 
su ered are to be reformed by lawlessness or by consti- 
tutional methods. I think that within the last few years 
we have learned a good deal ns to the consequences ofre- 
lusing to listen to moderate agitation. We have come very 

some parts of the country, 
notab y m Ireland and m the Highlands of Scotland- 
and I trust we are not going to teach them the same tiling 
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in London— the fatal lesson that mere remonstrance or 
attempt to constitutionally reform their grievances will do 
nothing until there has been some open defiance of the 
law which will arrest public attention and precipitate 
reform. Tiro Government seems to me to have improved 
upon this lesson, because tliey are now adopting a course, 
the effect of which will be to put a stop on the part of a 
large portion of the population to the right of expressing 
tlieir grievances at ail, inasmuch as they cannot express 
them unless they are allowed to assemble in public 
meeting. 
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CHARLES BRADLAUGH 
House of ComimnSt 1 March 1888 
(322 Pari, Deb,, 3 9., 1950 IT.) 

[See note on No. 67.] 

The right hon. Gentleman the Ilome Secretary has 
been good enough to give the House tiic limits of the 
right of public meeting, saying that meetings must be held 
for a lawful purpo.se in a place where the public have a 
right to meet. And then the right hon. Gentleman built 
on that definition the conclusion that Trafalgar Square 
is not a place where the public have such a right, I believe 
that Trafalgar Square is a thoroughfare and something 
more. It is also a place of public resort. It is not a 
thoroughfare for traffic over which carts and carriages 
may go; but it is like Hampstead Heath and Primrose 
Hill, a place where people may resort to amuse themselves 
or in the exercise of their political rights. 

For the last fifty or sixty yeans progress without vio- 
lence or collision has been possible in this country, 
because successive Governments, except, unfortunately, 
in Ireland, have allowed all sections of the community to 
express their opinions, however strong, with the greatest 
possible freedom. The agitation for the Charter, which 
might have been revolutionary, was thus a movement of 
reform, and the bulk of the points of the Cliartcr are now 
the law of the land. There is scarcely any great reform 
which has not been achieved by the outside pressure of 
the people, and there have been many great crises in our 
history where the voice of the people has gone for truth, 
for peace, and for progress, when the Government of the 
moment was for war, for hindrance, and for retrogres- 
sion. In the metropolis we have a population larger than 
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that of Scotland, and wliere arc their buildings in which 
they can meet? They are too few and too costly. . . , 
There is a population of over 4,000,000 and there ought 
to be some place where the people can assemble in the 
exercise of their political rights. 
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LORD LOREBURN 
House of Lords, 4 December 1906 
(166 Pari. Dab,, 4 s„ 689 ff.) 

[Lord Loreburn, as Lord Chancellor in the Campbell- 
Bannerman Ministry, moved the Second Reading of the 
Trade Disputes Bill in the House of Lords. The decision 
in the Taff Vale Case, which led up to the introduction 
of the Bill, is mentioned in the speech.] 

Someone has said you never can understand anything 
in human affairs unless you understand liow it grew, and 
I believe that to be true of this controversy. Tnide unions 
are of old standing here, certainly 200 years. Until 1824 
they were largely regulated by statute. After 1824, until 
1871, they were principally left to the common law; and 
the tender mercies of the common law were cruel towards 
trade unions. Trade unions were held to be unlawful 
associations. A man could be indicted for belonging to 
them. It was held that strikes were unlawful transactions, 
and to such an extent did this penalising of these legiti- 
mate and useful associations proceed that it was decided 
in the year 1865 that a man could rob a trade union and 
embezzle its money with impunity. 

These were great and heavy disabilities, but there was 
one thing that they could have for their advantage. In 
those dark days the funds of the trade unions were not 
liable to attack by any suitor in any Court. In the report 
of the Royal Commission [of 1869] there is an abstruse, 
and, if I may say so with great respect, a line-spun dis- 
cussion of the law upon that subject as it existed before 
1871. The Royal Commission think that in theory the 
trade unions might be sued, but in practice it was im- 
possible to sue them. I am not concerned to enter upon 
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the reasons why they could not be sued, but this I aflinn, 
and no man will contradict me, that from the dawn of 
English history there never had been any attempt to sue 
a trade union in order to reach its funds to pay damages 
to anyone who was supposed to be wronged. Whether 
that was a law of procedure or a law of principle, I do 
not enter upon the discussiotr. I think it was a law of 
principle. It is sufficient to say there never had been, and 
until the decision of this House in the year 1901 [the TafF 
Vale Case] there never was any attempt, even an unsuc- 
cessful attempt, to make trade unions liable for damages 
in any action. That was, at all events, one of the advan- 
tages that they enjoyed in the years prior to 1871. 

I see near me noble Lords who took a distinguished 
part in the fight which arose in those days. When I first 
began to take an interest in public affairs there was a 
great movement for the purpose of placing trade unions 
upon a proper and legitimate footing, among the men 
who had complained of this hardship, of the unfair posi- 
tion in which they were placed, of the absence of protec- 
tion by the law to legitimate combinations, and of the 
liability to be pillaged in secret and persecuted in open 
court for things which arc now universally recognised as 
lawful. 

A Royal Commission sat in 1869, and, in the end, the 
statutes of 1871 and 1875 were passed, embodying princi- 
ples of protection for trade unions. The first claim was 
that trade unions should be legalised, so that no longer 
should their funds be liable to be stolen or their members 
persecuted for belonging to a union, That was accom- 
plished in 1871 by the great statute passed by a Liberal 
Government. The effect of that Act was not to incorpor- 
ate trade unions, but to allow them to be registered witli 
a sort of (j'«wj'/-corporate existence, to protect their funds, 
and to prevent people from being prosecuted for belong- 
ing to them. That was the purpose of the Act. 

But, observe, from the commencement of the discussion 
down to the time when the Act received the Royal Assent, 
there was not a whisper in this House or in the other, or 
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in the public Press, or anywhere else, tliat there was to 
be any change in the old practice of the law by which 
trade unions were free from having their funds attacked, 
I wish to emphasise this point. It was never suggested 
till the Act of 1871 was passed, that the immunity which 
trade unions had hitherto eryoyed from action was to be 
interfered with. If tliat was really the effect of the Act of 
1871, it was the undesigned effect, for no one knew that 
it was being done. It was done by inadvertence and not 
by intention. 

In the year 1901 it was discovered for the first time by 
your Lordships’ House, sitting judicially, that this Act 
of 1871 had had the effect of depriving the trade unions 
of the immunities which they had enjoyed in every pre* 
vious period of English history. That was the decision 
in the celebrated Taff Vale Case. I am not presumptuous 
enough to suggest that that is not good law. I know the 
immense capacity and learning of the great Judges who 
so held. But it was accidental and undesigned law. The 
result is that that Act of 1871, which was intended to 
protect the trade unions and to be a boon to them, 
became a bane to them instead. 

From the year 1871 to 1901 everyone believed that 
the law was still such that trade unions could not be 
sued; and when this House came to the other decision, 
tliey overruled the Court of Appeal, which had decided 
in accordance with the universal belief in the legal pro- 
fession, and among men of business and workmen, that 
trade unions could not be sued. The world went on very 
well tetween 1871 and 1901, There was a great multitude 
of strikes; but search the records of Parliament and the 
Press, and you will not find that anyone suggested that 
the law ought to be altered; and, if this new proposal 
which is represented as so shocking is to be stigmatised 
as unjust, it is at least an injustice under which, since 
1871, the whole world of industry sat still without one 
complaint being made anywhere of the unfair operation 
of the law. 

Trade unions, like the rest of the world, believed that 
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the law was as I have said, and, so believing, they built 
up their great funds. . . . 

The purpose of this Bill is to place the law in the position 
in which every Englishman thought it was from the 
Norman Conquest onward up to the year 1901; and to 
prevent actions from being brought which never had 
been brought with success until that year. I submit that 
there may be some better reason than a craven compliance 
with the majority which induced the House of Commons 
to accept a proposal of this kind. 

Now I come to the second proposal of the Bill. In the 
years 1871 to 1875 picketing, among other things, had 
been made difTicult or dangerous by the decisions of the 
Courts of Law. A great deal of indignation has been 
expressed against the practice of picketing. It is an ex- 
tremely disagreeable thing, I have not the slightest doubt. 
It is a phase in an industrial war. What it means is this — 
and I do not wish to minimise the discomfort of the 
transaction — that the men watch at the entrance of the 
works or at other convenient places, for the purpose of 
endeavouring to prevent others from going in to take 
their places while a strike is in progress. It cannot be 
done without some measure of discomfort, although it 
can be done — and I am glad to think that it nearly always 
is done— without violence or intimidation. If it is done 
with violence or intimidation, your Lordships will never 
hear me say that It ought not to be properly punished. 

But picketing is a thing which was legalised long ago 
by the law of England. It was legalised by the Act of 
1859 which has since been repealed; and also it was 
legalised— -and it is to the honour of the Conservative 
Government of that day that it was — by the Act of 1875, 
Lord Beaconsfield was the Prime Minister of that Govern- 
ment, and he was also the author of Sybilt and a man with 
deep feelings on subjects of this kind, He sympathised 
with trade unions, as did Lord Cairns, one of the greatest 
Chancellors there has ever been in this country; and the 
third of the triumvirate responsible for the legislation of 
1875 is the noble Viscount who is here now, Lord Cross. 
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He will remember these transnclioiis well, for ho was 
Home Secretary, and, if he corrects me, I shall know that 
I am wrong. But I think he will not correct me. 

The second claim of the workmen was tIuU picketing 
should be put upon a proper footing; and it was hy in- 
tention put upon a proper fooling by tlio Act of 1875. 
It was legalised for the purpose of obtaining informtilion. 

When the Bill was passing through the Hoiiso of Com- 
mons a member moved an Amciidnicnt for tlio piii’posc 
of saying that picketing should be lawful, not merely for 
the purpose of obtaining information, but also for the 
purpose of peaceful persuasion; and the noble Viscount, 
being then Home Secretary, rose ami said in Iho House 
of Commons, as will be seen from a reference to IJansvrU, 
that it was quite unnecessary to prc.ss iho Amendment 
because, as the Bill stood, picketing would be lawful for 
the purposes of peaceful persuasion. In 1896 it was 
decided that picketing was only lawful for tho piirpo.se 
of obtaining information. The noble Viscount accepted 
what he was told by his advisers, and most innocently 
led the House not to proceed with the Amendment 
authorising picketing for peaceful persuasion, bccauso he 
was advised that it was already tho law of tlio lantl and 
that there was no necessity for tho Amendment. Can 
your Lordships therefore complain that wo Iiavo i>ut in 
a clause making peaceful picketing lawful for the purpose 
of peaceful persuasion? It is another reason why the 
House of Commons may have thought that this Bill, 
notwithstanding the attacks of jurists and professors, 
which, I believe, have been very copious on this subject, 
had some merits and some title to be considered. 

The third claim made by the workmen between 1871 
and 1875 was that the law of conspiracy should be settled 
and made clear. They had suffered enough from tho law 
of conspiracy. The law of conspiracy in this cbunlry is 
a very unsettled and a very difTicult law to ascertnin, and 
in regard to all subjects it would bo better to have it 
cleared up. But the workmen said, ‘We want to have it 
cleared up in regard to trade unions alone.* I have seen 
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criticisms in regard to this Bill to the cfTect that it had 
been brought in only for one class. But then so was the 
Act of 1875 brought in for one class, and the noble 
Viscount (Viscount Cross), Lord Beaconsfield, and Lord 
Cairns introduced a clause in the Bill of 1875 dealing 
with this law of conspiracy for one class alone. 

Tlicy dealt with it in this way. At that time no one took 
any interest in tlio question of civil liability, and your 
Lordships will remember there never had been any at- 
tempt to make out any civil liability. It was only criminal 
liability tliat was thought of when an Amendment was 
being contemplated in the law of conspiracy. See what 
Lord Cairns, wlio certainly was not a revolutionary 
statesman, said — 

‘The principle on which the Bill was framed was that the 
oflcaccs ill relation to trade disputes should bo thoroughly 
known and uiulorslood, and that persons sjionld not bo 
subjected to the Indirect and dcUidiiig action of the old law of 
conspiracy.' 

I cannot use any more severe censure of the law of 
conspiracy. There wa.s accordingly a clause inserted in 
the Bill that no persons in a case of trade dispute should 
be exposed to criminal punishment for conspiracy — 

* Agi'ccmciit or combination by two or more persons to do 
or procure to bo done any act in contemplation or furtherance 
of a trade dispute between employer and workman shall not 
be indlclablo as conspiracy if the said act committed by one 
person would not be punishable as a crime,' 

Tlicn came the new world and the new ideas, and every 
one sccmctl to have forgotten all this controversy con- 
nected with the settlements of 1871 and 1875. Decisions 
were given to the cifcct that there was civil liability, and 
therefore the civil responsibility for conspiracy became 
very serious. This Bill [before the HouseJ proposes to 
place civil responsibility for conspiracy on the same 
looting as criminal, nothing more or loss. 
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EARL OF HALSBURY 
House of Lorcist 4 December 1906 
(166 Fori. Deb., 4 s., 704 IT.) 

[See note on No. 69. Lord Halsbury maintained the 
impropriety of changing the law in the manner proposed 
by the Trade Disputes Bill. He was Lord Chancellor, 
presiding in the House of Lords, sitting judicially, when 
the Taff Vale Case was decided.] 

The question is not one of technicalities; it is a ^'ery 
simple one indeed. It is whether one particular class of 
the community are, or are not, to be freed from the 
ordinary responsibilities of their actions in a trade dis- 
pute; and the only reason advanced for this amazing 
proposition is the idea which was said to prevail from 
1871 to 1901 that trade unions could not be sued. Per- 
sonally, I think that idea was a mistaken one. . . . 

I remember very well when I was at the bar hearing 
that distinguished judge, Lord Bramwell, who was not 
one of those who sat on this side of the House, saying 
that the distinguishing characteristic of English law from 
its earliest period was that a man’s will was as much 
protected by it as his body; and that if by intimidation or 
any other means you try to coerce a man’s mind you are 
guilty of an unlawful act. 

What is it we have got to deal with here? This Bill says 
in terms that if a man does wrong to another in the 
course of a trade dispute the Courts are to have no juris- 
diction. I venture to say that so disgraceful a section has 
never appeared in an English statute before. You admit 
the wrong, but you say the man who does the wrong shall 
have immunity because he belongs to a privileged class. 
Was there ever such a thing heard in a civilised country? 

It is said that a similar immunity is extended to the 
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employer as to the employed. What does that come to? 
In the case of a trade dispute those who administer the 
law are to retire, and these two are to be given letters of 
licence to do as they please with one another. I protest 
against such a principle of law being embodied in a 
statute, and I cannot think that people really understand 
what is at the bottom of this Bill. A great many of the 
employers were no doubt under the impression that the 
Bill which is now before your Lordships would never be 
proceeded with at all. I notice that employers in the 
House of Commons only have been referred to. But what 
about the employers outside the House? Have they had 
their minds applied to this Bill? Was this particular form 
of legislation put by way of mandate at the general elec- 
tion? I doubt it; and, even if it had been, I should very 
much doubt whether the full effect of it was contemplated. 

By this Bill you are getting rid of one of the principles 
of English law. What is it that gives confidence in 
English law? Is it that it recognises the principles of 
justice? The principle of law contained in this Bill is 
absolutely contrary to the whole spirit of the Constitu- 
tion. The noble and learned Lord on the Woolsack re- 
ferred to the manner in which trade unions had gathered 
together their great funds, and incidentally I must say I 
thought it a little remarkable that these trade unions 
which are to get immunity by reason of an argument ad 
misericordiam are able to administer such a sum as 
£16,000,000. Would there be any difficulty in protecting 
the funds of trade unions whicli are used for the purpose 
of sick benefits and so on? No one doubts that legislation 
directed to that object would be welcome. It is recom- 
mended by the Royal Commission. But that will not do. 
Why not? Because the immunity is sought for funds 
which are used for what is practically civil war in another 
form. . . , 

What I cannot understand, and what nobody has yet 
explained, is why these particular persons — employers 
and employed — are to be placed outside the law. What 
example for such a proceeding Is there in our Constitution? 
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1 seek in vain for an answer. Now, let us read the 
language of the Bill itself, for I confess I should have 
thought nothing more than this would be necessary to 
condemn it. Clause 4 provides that — 

‘An action against a trade union, whether workmen or 
masters, or against any members or ofllcials lliercof on 
behalf of themselves and all other members of tho trade 
union in respect of any tortious act alleged to have been 
committed by or on behalf of tho trade union, shall not be 
entertained by any court.’ 

Language fails me to say more of that than that it 
speaks for itself. Anything more outrageously unjust, 
anything more tyrannical, I can hardly conceive- My 
noble and learned Friend said, in dealing with this ques- 
tion, we are not to listen to jurists or to professors. If I 
refer to what was apparently the most prominent thing 
in his mind — namely what the Attorney-General had said, 
what Mr. Asquith had said, and what Mr. Haldane had 
said— I care not at all for their utterances as a Stone to 
throw at the Government of wliich they are members, 
but what I say about them is that they are gentlemen of 
high authority, of great learning, and persons whose 
views on such a subject are well worth consideration. T 
invoke their authority to show how utterly indefensible 
is the Bill now before your Lordships. 
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VISCOUNT HALDANE 
House of Lords, 5 February 1913 
(13 JI.L. Dcb„ 5 s,, 843 IT.) 

[Lord Haldane, as Lord Chancellor in 
Ministry, moved the Second Reading of /he Trade 
Unions Bill, which was introduced as a of the d^ 
cision in the Osborne Case. He was an authority on 
trade-union law; and was leading counsel for the tiade 
union in the Taff Vale Case.] 

The decision of this House [fitting judicially] 1909 
[in the Osborne Case], which made it 
union was limited in the application of ^^^f^nds by the 
strict rule which the doctrine of ultra 
that it could not apply them for 
decision which was a very natural one to lawyers and to 
those familiar with the principles which ^uide the Cou^ 
in constantly applying well settled lules whether 

came as a surprise to the trade unions. I ^o>ibt whetner 
even their legal advisers had realised its possibility in the 
™ Isn wC tto [Trad. Unions] Act passed and 
certainly the trade unions themselves had not reahsea it 

“for many years they had s^dTaborcaSd^ 

funds for the promotion of what are called Labour canm 

Si itw^as not unnatural tl»t they^//J„“' 

There are a great many cases m which ^ f 

unassisted, sustain the considerab e p during 

.rated election, and may 

his career in Parliament. Jhe grea p p 

State have their organisations, „„Jsations 
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to do so ; but working men have no such possibilities. 
They have no rich men among tiieir numbers, and the 
only way they can get round what is a real obstacle is 
by contributions of small amounts from a very large 
number of members, and the only machinery by which 
they can collect these contributions is the machinery of 
the trade unions. Consequently it happened after tlie 
extension of the franchise in 1867 that working men 
began, through the instrumentality of the trade unions, 
to promote Labour candidates and provide for the sus- 
tenance of representatives of Labour during the period 
in which they sat in Parliament. That practice went on 
unbroken until a man of considerable courage, Mr. 
Osborne, adopted an independent line and took excep- 
tion, I do not know whether to the principle, but at all 
events to the practice under wliich he foimd himself 
called upon to submit to a levy for tlic purpose of main- 
taining a political candidate with whose views he did not 
agree. The Bill before your Lordships’ House to-night 
does not go back upon what was laid down as the law 
in the case of Mr. Osborne except to a limited extent. 
The Bill does not propose to allow the trade unions to 
compel anybody to be called upon for a levy to support 
a candidate with whose views he docs not agree, or to 
subscribe to the furtherance of political views wliich are 
contrary to what he desires. 

The Bill contains three principles. First of all, it repeals 
the technical rule which suddenly made it clear lliat it 
was illegal for trade unions to do wiiat they had been 
doing for over thirty years— namely, to apply tiieir funds 
for the furtherance of political candidatures and for cog- 
nate political objects. In the second place, it declares 
that these political objects are not to be included within 
the purposes of the trade unions unless a majority of the 
members, voting by ballot, so desire. In the third place, 
it proposes to enact that, if anyone says he does not 
wish to subscribe he can do so without incurring damage 
thereby or having his status as a member of the union 
prejudiced. 
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To realise why tiie working classes are so keen about 
this Bill it is necessary to go back for a moment to history. 
No doubt trade unions have in the course of their time 
done foolish things, but on the whole they have been, I 
submit, n great benefit to the working class community. 
It is impossible for an individual workman to hold his 
own against an employer in a far more powerful position. 
It is only by combining for the purpose of negotiating on 
a footing in which tiie parties are more evenly matched 
that it is possible for the working man to drive for himself 
a fair bargain. 

Although freedom to combine to that end seems to us 
elementary, it was a proposition which was hotly con- 
tested in the past. Those of your Lordships who have the 
curiosity to turn to the records on this subject in the 
eighteenth century will find many things which will 
astonish you. Not only was it peremptorily laid down in 
the Courts that combinations to keep up wages were in 
restraint of trade and therefore illegal by the common 
law, but the doctrine of conspiracy was ruthlessly applied 
to persons who offended by their practice against this 
rule, and cruel sentences were passed right and left on 
working men who were doing what would he to-day 
regarded as commonplace things, 

The next thing that happened was that legislation of 
an even more drastic character than the rules of the 
common law was enacted. One of the most curious of 
the Statutes on the Statute Book is Chapter 136 of. 39 
and 40 Geo. Ill, the Act of 1799. wliich declares that 
an agreement among workmen that they will ask in 
common for a rise in their wages or the shortening of 
their hours of labour is an illegal agreement, and goes on 
to prohibit any such agreement and any meeting for that 
purpose, and makes the conduct of working men who 
indulge themselves in what would otherwise seem to have 
been a very natural and obvious step in industrial lite 
subject to penalties of the severest order. That Act was 
not only passed in the year 1799 but was ruthlessly en- 
forced for many years, and the records are full of cases 
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of cruel sentences passed on working men in the early 
part of the nineteenth century. 

But the Reform Act of 1832 brought a considerable 
change in the spirit in which the Legislature looked at 
these things. Agitation arose in Parliament and out of 
Parliament and was growing in volume when the exten- 
sion of the franchise took place under Mr. Disraeli’s 
Government in 1867, and, as soon ns it became apparent 
that the working classes were about to have the franchise 
their demands took a more definite shape. I say, again* 
that in the history of trade unions in this period bad 
things were done as well as good things. Certain of the 
trade unionists inflicted outrages upon their fellow- 
workers and a system which was known in those days as 
‘ragging’ became prevalent. But accompanying the out- 
break of this system there grew the conviction in the 
minds of reasonable people that, if these things happened, 
there was some excuse for their happening by reason of 
the laws to which trade unions were subjected and the 
little power which the members of those trade unions had 
to protect themselves; and a Royal Commission was 
appointed in 1867, That Commission, after a prolonged 
investigation, reported on two subjects— the Sheffield 
outrages, which was the minor subject, and the state of 
the law, which was really the major subject. As to the 
minor subject, they reported that, although there had 
been very serious outrages in Sheffield those outrages 
^ work of not a fifth of the trade unionists existing 
in Sheffield at that time, the majority of the working 
classes m that great city and in other great cities having 
conducted themselves well in the furtherance of their 
objects. 

As mgards the law, the Royal Commission was very 
much divided. The majority recommended legislation of 
a very indefinite kind, the minority recommended legisla- 
uon of a much more drastic kind; and Mr. Frederic 

ariison and other well-known men took an active part 
m pressing the minority view on the minds of the public. 
The result was that two Statutes were passed in 1871. 
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By one of those Statutes the breach of the law which had 
taken place in Sheffield was provided against and strin- 
gent regulations put on sucli practices as picketing and 
molestation; and, by the other, trade unions got their 

legal status. , c t. 

The Act of 1871, which was the mam result or the 
Royal Commission of 1867, did several things. To begin 
with, it repealed the doctrine that a trade union could 
not be treated as legal in the eyes of the law. It repealed 
the doctrine that by reason of their objects being in 
restraint of trade they could be recognised as having no 
validity and possibly involving those who took part in 
furthering them in prosecutions for conspiracy. Then the 
Act went on to provide that trade unions might, if they 
so pleased, register themselves, and, if registered under 
the Registrar of Friendly Societies, they should have 
certain privileges and advantages which had been hitherto 
denied to them. These were the great purposes of the 
Act of 1871 ; but, as I said, nobody believed for a moment 
that the trade unions had been incorporated and were 
therefore subject to the doctrine of ultra vires. A trade 
union was defined in somewhat general terms. So little 
attention did the Legislature pay to the definition of its 
objects that there was no proper definition, and there was 
only a casual reference to benefits as a legitimate object 
of a trade union. Had it not been for that reference it 
might have been necessary for the Judges, in interpreting 
the law, to have held that the benefit organisations of 
trade unions were also outside the scope of the law. On 
the words of the Act of 1 871 it is certain that a fair ar^- 
ment might have been put forward to that effect, but 
fortunately in other sections of the Statute the word 
‘benefit’ was included, and therefore this House had no 
difficulty in deciding, in the Osborne case, that me doc- 
trine of ultra vires did not extend to the prohibition .of 
trade unions using their funds for benefit purpose^ 

But the Act of 1871 did not give satisfaction. There 
were defects in it, and there were still greater defects 
in the criminal legislation of the accompanying Statute. 
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Accordingly Lord Beaconsfield’s Government in 1876 
passed an Act extending the scope of trade unions, and, 
by another Act in the previous session, placed the law 
as regarded criminal offences on a much more rational 
basis. These two Acts of the Government of 1876 repre- 
sented a considerable advance in the development of the 
law relating to trade unions. Since that time matters 
have gone on without suspicion on the part of trade 
unions that in doing what other political parties do, using 
their funds for the promotion of political purposes, they 
were doing what was illegal; but the decision of this 
House— a decision which, I think, is unanswerable when 
one comes to consider cognate legal principles and see 
how they apply, but which, like other decisions, is in 
advance of things that lawyers dreamed of half a century 
ago— cast a new light on the position of trade unions, 
and a trade union can no longer apply its funds for 
political purposes. The trade unions naturally felt under 
that the sense of very great iiyustice, and a movement 
arose which took shape in the Bill which I have now to 
describe briefly to your Lordships. 

[Lord Haldane then commented on some of the clauses 
of the Bill.] 

In that state of things the Bill, so amended, came for 
its final stage before the House of Commons on Friday 
last. Up to that date there had been a good deal of con- 
troversy, some people taking one view and other people 
taking another, but a happy spirit of give and take 
appears to have prevailed in the latter stages of this Bill, 
and the three parties concerned appear to have found 
themselves completely at one, because there was no Divi- 
sion on the Third Reading. Speaking in the debate in the 
other House on Friday last the Leader of the Opposition 
[Mr. Bonar Law] summed up the situation thus— 

‘I should like to say a few words about the Bill before it 
leaves this House. As regards its general principle there has 
not been from the first any dispute. I think every one in all 
quarters of the House recognises that the Osborne judgment 
lelt trade unions m an invidious and I think an unfair posi- 
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fion They ought to have been able, if they wished, to carry 
oil political action under fair conditions. On that point I do 
not think there has ever been any difference of opinion. 


And then Mr, Sonar Law went on to say that the Bill 
represented a satisfactory mode of giving effect to the 
principles on which there was general agreement. 
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RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION 
Sm JOHN SIMON 
House of Commons, 11 May 1926 
(IW //,C, Dch, 86t ff.) 

[Debate regarding the legality of the General Strike on 
motion for adjournment. Whether Sir John Simon’s 
view or that of his critics is correct is still the subject of 
controversy.] 

The central proposition which I suggest tliat anyone 
who studies this matter fairly must accept is this— that 
this so-called general strike, whatever bo the provocation 
or the explanation or the circumstances which caused it 
to be decided on, is not, properly understood, a trade 
dispute at all. I am quite willing to believe that it has had 
Its origin in a trade dispute. I take the view that, so far 
as that particular trade dispute is concerned, my hon 
Friends above the gangway are very far from being people 
without reason for supporting most strongly tho conten- 
tion that the coal miners must have all the public support 
that could properly be given to them. But my point. is 
proclaim a general strike, you are as a 
matter of fact, starting a movement of a perfectly different 
and a wholly unconstitutional and unlawful character. 

^nnli S" Act, when it 

Sh n » undoubtedly never contem- 

^ ThP h* Situation in which we are standing to-day. 

Disputes Act 

of narrow law, but as a matter of broad 

fhp nrn 1 * principle— that once you get 

the proclamation of a general strike such as this is it is 
not. properly understood, a strike at all because a strike 
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is a strike against employers to compel employers to do 
something, but a general strike is a strike against the 
general public to make llie public, Parliament and the 
Government do something. I ventured this view last 
week because I felt it my duty to state it as clearly as I 
could for the Information of any who might choose to 
listen to me, or read what I had said. The lion, and 
learned Gentleman the Member for S.E. Leeds [Sir H. 
Slesser] last night observed that these legal propositions 
could only be finally decided by judges, and not by other 
members of the public. That is quite true. I merely 
offered that view believing it to be true, but I have very 
good reason now to think that it is accepted and enter- 
tained in quarters which the hon. and learned Gentleman 
the Member for S.E. Leeds certainly will not suggest are 
either partisan or ill-informed on the subject. I notice 
tliat a very learned judge, Mr. Justice Astbury, in a judg- 
ment which I understand he gave this morning saw a 
copy of the judgment an hour ago— has been stating 
this proposition. I think it worth while to rend to Uie 
House three short passages from the judgment of this 
learned judge who had before him a dispute concerning 
the Sailors' and Firemen’s Union, I am not concerned 
with that dispute, but in the course of his judgment the 
learned judge, dealing with the facts and the law, said. 


‘The so-called general strike called by the Trade 
Congress Committee is illegal and contrary to law, and those 
persons inciting or taking part in it are not protected by the 
Trade Disputes Act of 1906. No trade dispute has beet^ 
alleged or shown to exist in any of the Unions affected except 
in the minors’ case, and no trade dispute does or can exist 
between the Trade Union Congress on the one hand and the 
Government and the nation on the other. . . . The orders 
of the Trade Union Council above referred to are therefore 
unlawful and the defendants are at law acting illegally in 
obeying them, and can be restrained by their own Union 
from doing so.’ 


This was a case where the union itself was intervening to 
prevent members of the union from being required by 
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other bodies to leuvc their work improperly. Thett the 
learned Judge said: 

‘Now the Ihw upon tnulo union htMiolils is as follows. No 
member of the pin inti If anion, or any other Tnule Unionist 
In tids conntry, eun lose Ids trade union benefits by lerusinB 
to obey unlawful ortiers.’ 

I am sure my hon. and learned I'riend the Member for 
S.E, Leeds will bo glad to Imve this from ti judicial 
authority. I understand his language last night might bo 
thought to show some little tionht nhoiit this, but iierhaps 
I was ill-informed. TJio learned jiidgo proceeds: 

‘The orders of (lie Tnido Union Uongicss and (ho Unions 
who arc acting In obctlienco tlicroio in bringing al)out tliu 
Bo-cnllcd “general strike" are unlawful onlers and the plain- 
titf nnioii is entitled to have lids fact made clear and brmiglu 
to tlio ntlciulon of its members.' 

That was tlic second point I matic. 

Then, snys (lie learned judge limdiy: 


‘Trade union funds in lids country ai-o helil in a tldueiary 
capacity, and cannot legally be used for or doplctcil by paying 
strike pay to any member wlio illegally censes to work and 
breaks Ins contract wliiunti Jusillieution, In pursuance of 
orders which are unlawful, and this fact also Is one that (ho 
pmimlll union is entitled and bound to make clear to its 
members in iho dlfllcidt jjosition in which they have heen 
placed, i 


I venture to delay the House to read those extracts, be- 
cause if the hon. niul learned Member for S.H. Leeds 
wants jiid clat authority, there is tiic judicial mithorlly. 
I cio not know wlicthcr the hon. and ieurned Member 
would attach importance to an extract from a text-book 
ot repute. He himself is the author of n lext-book on 
this subject winch Is, if I may say so, n very good one. 
In the course of that work— which I know very well ami 
winch many of us often use, greatly admiring the talent 
01 Its author— the hon. and learned Gentleman himself 
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ill his own book, iiiulcr his own htincl, hiys down this very 
simple proposition— 

‘There it«H recently nrlsen for considorntlon llw question 
ol' how Ittr u strike culled for politlciil objects,— ‘\lircct 
fiction'* us Jotirnulisls lutvo calicd it -that is, u strike to 
inlcrrero witli or constrain the act of the Government in 
conduct widcli the trade unions do not approve, can bo said 
in bo It fit like in contemplation or furtlioranco of a trade 
dispute. This matter has fortiinatciy not yet iiad to bo 
ilecided.' 


Tho hon. and learned Member was writing some time 
ago. Most unrorlunalcly it has now to be decided. As a 
matter of fact, it was decided in llio Law Courts this 
morning 

'I have very little doubt lliat sucli a strike would not bo 
covered by the words and ilic dcilnitlon oflho Trade Disputes 
Act,' 


I just want to point out to members of the Labour Parly, 
[Mon. Members: ‘You need not*] I think some members 
of tho party do need it, but lot me point out to the House 
that the only po.sslbto matter that ever could be debated 
Oil I Ills subject is whether or not the piirliciiliu pioclnnifi- 
lion of a strike docs or docs not come within this per- 
fectly plain constitutional rule. You may do what you 
think right In tlic exercise of tho right to strike against 
your employer, but you arc not only breaking the aw, 
but you are inflieling a most serious blow on the whole 
constitution of llio country if you abuse that undoubted 
right with totally diircrcnt cHccts. So that the result of 
what you do, whether you mean it or not, must be that 
you are pulling pressure upon the community, the 
Government, tho people, as a whole. 

T am saying a thing which has been perfectly well 
mulorslood by the Labour leaders Ihemsclves, I do not 
suggest for a moment that the very distinguished leaders 
of labour who arc represented on the Front 
Bench In this House are not as 1 «waie of these ^ 
positions as I am. My very respectful criticism is that if 
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they are so well aware ol’ that, flrslly, they should have 
stated it explicitly and publicly belbro this strike was 
proclaimed, and, secondly, they should have risked every, 
thing sooner than have allowed themselves to bo asso* 
elated in supporting a general strike. 
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RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION 
JOHN WHEATLEY 
House of CouunouSf 5 May 1927 
(205 //.C. Deb., S S., 1835 O'.) 

TDi!»M I! on Second Reading oI the Trade ® 

(framed to deal with questions raised by the General 
Strike of the preceding year),] 

This Fill is not designed to secure peace by negotia- 
llon It is framed witli the direct object of securing peace 
in industry by the use of the police, the Law 9°"^, fhe 
JudKcs ami, if necessary, the prisons. I submit tliat that 

S » d U o Hll ns cnloulnted to give oITcot to lltoso 

Sisdlonsitho rights 

very adroitly proceeded to appeal to us on th*® ^e ot 
Slooso to tognrd ourselves ns ^>"8.0 agreement w th 

the objects, nnd ditTering “''y “ ,™Sau is mnrbe 

‘The lancuago may be vague; certain 

werk' Zt let us clopernte taternnlly in setttng a Btl 

".”"'iVis\r.s^aM 

Attorney-General can be justly applied to the actions 

‘'mo"S'proposilion was that ^ 8'Xlwtawe 
Illegal. I do not think tt names J “"J 
make a ccncral statement like that, it ji- ie 

ulS dS not toueh at all the tiuest.on whether it is 
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riglit. A GovcrnniciU willi tlic will and tlio power can 
make niiytliiiig illeeal. Time and circii ms lance to a largo 
extent determine illegality. A monarchy is iliogal in 
France, Germany or America, but no hon. Member on 
the other side ol' the House woulti get up and say that 
the institution is wrong beenuso in certain parts of the 
worlci it is illegal. A Farllnmcnt like tliis is illegal in 
Russia; opposition to a dictatorsiiip is illegal in Italy; 
but none of these circumstances determines whether or 
not the things that are iilegai are right or wrong. WImt 
we have to discuss hero is not what is legal, but what is 
morally justillabic. I submit that it is a misuse of words 
to describe what occurred last year as a general strike. 
At no time were there more than 20 per cent, of the 
workers of this country in the ilcUl, and to describe as a 
general strike a situation in wiiich 80 per cent, of the 
workers continued in cmploymciU Is, as I have said, a 
misuse of the English langungc. A general strike is a 
practical impossibility. There are certain workers with- 
out whoso services even a strike could not survive, and 
the party opposite, the representatives oftlie Goveinincnt 
and their supporters, know quite well ilia I you cannot 
have a geEieral strike. 

What this Bill is aimed at is a sympalhclic strike. It is 
a sympathetic strike that wc have to juslUV, and I, for 
one, to my own conscience have no difBciilty whatever 
in finding justification for it. Everyone admits the right 
of the individual to withhold his labour If ho so desires; 
it is the mark of distinction between a free man and a 
slave. But to-day the wages of workers nro not settled 
mdiyidually. The worker has no choice in the matter. 
Ho is not free to negotiate Individually with his employer. 
Wages are settled in the mass formation form to which 
the Prime Minister referred, and, whether the railway 
minor likes it or not, Ids employers and 
his fellow-workers insist on collective bargaining with 
mgard to wages, and he has to accept lliosc conditions. 
How, then, could it be maintained that, while an indi- 
vidual IS forced to sink his individuality in bargaining 
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for wngcs, you nro thereby justified in depriving him of 
his free man’s liberty? I submit that that Is a position 
which cannot bo justified. And not only that; I go 
further, and say that that principle carries us far beyond 
the bounds of any particular industry. We are told by 
speakers on the Front Bench that, while that may bo true 
of, say, a man engaged in the railway service, it does not 
justify an engineer in going to the assistance of the railway 
workers. But I submit that it does, For years Lord Weir 
and otiicrs have carried on a campaign to draw attention 
to the disparity in wages between the employes in sncl- 
icrcd and in competitive industries, and have pointed to 
the importance of reducing wages in the sheltered trades 
in order to enable employers in the competitive trades to 
deal with their workers in a manner that would enable 
tlicm to compete with the foreigner in the neutral markets 
of the world. If Lord Weir be right, if all that Lord Weir 
represents be right, in the contention that the engineers 
wages are determined by the wages of the rail^way woi ers, 
then, when the railway workers are fighting for a standard 
of wages, are they not at the same time fighting^ loi a 
standard of wages for engineers; and, in these circum- 
stances, how can the engineers be morally prevented 
from going to the assistance of their railway fellow- 
workers? I submit that there is no case against the moral 
justification for a sympathetic strike. WheUter wis® 
or not, whether it is good tactics for the workers to adopt, 
is beside the question altogether. The wisdom or folly 
of such action is a question for the workcp, for the 
workers only, to determine, and is one that Is beyond the 

jurisdiction of this Mouse. , . Timt 

Then we are told that intimidation is illcga . That is 
all right in the abstract; intimidation is illegal; but I have 
no doubt that all the legal magnates who rise in this 
House and tell us these things know of cases where they 
would justify even violence, and have justified violence, 
in the Courts. If n man proceeds to attack ^ 
to rob mo of my watch, any of these 8®"^^ 
would find legal justification for my knocking that ma 
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down; niul, if I may use iiUiinitlulioii against a man in 
such circumstances, if I may he very lluealcning, even 
though I stop short of action, against a man who wishes 
to rob me of my watch, how can it he argued that I am 
not morally entitled to go a long way against the man who 
trios to deprive me of my bread? 

If wo may lake a case in point, it might ho this, tliat if 
600,000 railwaynicn decide to-morrow to resist a reduc- 
tion In wages, nnd if, among that 600,000, tlicro is a 
minority of 100,000, the ballot being live to one in favour 
of a strike, it is quite clear that, if the minority of 100,000 
continue at their work, they may, and probably will, 
determine, not merely tlio wages of themselves, but the 
wages of the majority as well. U would bo all right to 
grant this freedom to the minority if they were only, by 
their black-legging, determining their own wage condi- 
tions; but on what grounds arc yon going to Jnsliry a 
minority of one in six determining the wages of the 
majority of the workers? There can bo no jiislilicatlon 
for that, and I submit that it is as big a crime to deprive 
a man nnd his wife and cliildrcn of their daily bread as 
it is to deprive a man of certain forms of property. 
Therefore, there is nothing extraordinary in the fact that 
the law as it stands to-day allows workers to go a long 
way towards persuading a minority of their fellow 
workers, in a time of industrial slrilb, to abide by the 
decision of the majority. It is exactly the same procednro 
as is adopted by the Slate. When a nation goes to war, 
where are the rights of the minority? The nation claims 
that it is fighting for the common good, luul that, willy- 
nilly, they must all come in, wit ether they approve of it 
or not; and the very same juinciplo that justifies that 
action on the part of the SltUo justifies the action of a 
trade union majority, in a time of industrial strife, in 
insisting on acquiescence by the minority. 

Coming to the third proposition, with which I do not 
wish to deal at any length, namely, the proposition that 
no man should bo compelled to siihscribo to llio funds of 
a political parly against his will, llml, again, may bo all 
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right ill tlio abstract, but this Bill is aimed at the Labour 
Party only. The Labour Party is not merely a political 
party; it is partly political and partly industrial. We all 
rcracmbor that the coal dispute of last year was fought 
out to a largo extent, and I believe determined, on the 
floor of this House, and, surely, when the Eight Hours 
]3ill was being discussed, a Bill that was destined to have 
the most vita! clfccts on the dispute that was going on 
outside, the miners of this country were entitled to be 
directly represented in this House. It was as essential 
that tlicy should have their representatives here as at the 
conferences where the matter was being discussed, and 
tlic Miners* Union were just as much entitled to use their 
political funds in sending their representatives hero as in 
sending their rctircscntativcs to discuss the wages problem 
ill any other part of the country. 

I might go on and deal in tlie same way with the fourth 
proposition, regarding the Civil Service. The Govern- 
iiicnt arc laying it down now tliat when a man enters the 
Civil Service, he is to find at the door a statement, ‘ Abp- 
don citizenship all yo who enter here.’ The proposition 
is seriously submitted that a person cannot at the same 
time bo loyal to his class and loyal to the State. If that 
proposition bo sound, there are not many loyalists to the 
State on the other side of the House, because I do not 
know a single one of them who is not loyal to his class ; 
and, if a rich man can be loyal to liis class and at the 
same time loyal to the State, then I submit that the post- 
men and otlicr civil servants of this comitry can be 
trusted us much by the Government of this country as 
any section represented on the other side, or sitting on 
the other side, of the House. 

I do not want to occupy time any further except to say 
that I believe this Bill will become an Act of Parliament, 
and that a great many things that have been said about 
the likelihood of this creating greater difilcultics for the 
Government than exist at present are absolutely true. I 
have not the slightest doubt in my mind that when tlie 
Bill is placed on the Statute Book and the workers are 
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up H^winst llic mw comlitioti'i lliiU arc cicaUal, llicy will 
lind nuMiis of ildcaiiiiH iltc lyianuical IcHklatioit diin 
now Ih.'I’oio (lie Mouse, In ihciniiicnim lo |jiu| wuyn of 
cvadiiiH a lawwhkii has no nioial jiisUilcalum and ihcrc' 
loro ilcscrvcs lui ivsikcI. as fiir as 1 atn concerned, and 
anyoim for whom I can sjKcik iti this Mouse, \vu will 
cnahio iiiul wo will assist them lo lind iikmuh ol'cvadiiiu 
tind dolcaiiny it hy every resotnee in onr ptnvcr. 
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RUiriT 01' ASSOCrATION 
VISCOUNT IfALDANE 
House of Lords, 30 June 1927 
cos lu., />('/»,, 5 fi,, 14 ir.) 

ll>i!iiA'in on Sccoiml UciKliiig (jC llio Trade DispiUcs and 
'rniilo Unions Dill (I’mmcd lo deal wllU qiiestions raised 
hy the Ocncrul Sli ike of iho prcectllnis year),] 

'I'hc noble uiul learned Viseount [Viscount Cave, Lord 
( ‘Imncclioi'] has Bivcn an uccouiU of (he Bill, whlcli, of 
course, Is a very accurate one so far as its text goes, and 
he has made it plain that the real and important clause 
in (tie Bill, (he one (hat comes llrst and is the foundation 
of the whole slriiclurc, is Clause I, which declares certain 
gcnural strikes illegal and (ho nclion of the trade unions 
which promote (hem illegal, , , . 

The Trade Disputes Act, or wliat Lord Banbury regards 
as the inicpiitous provisions of 190(5, on wliich I shall have 
a word or two to say a little Inter, remains intact. What 
tho Hill does do is to .strike, and strike iicavily, at a great 
principle wliicli has been a part of our Common Law for 
II long time und has been primarily recognised by our 

.Statute Law (ho right of every workman, and tho right 

of aiiiy mtinbcr of workmen in combination, lo ,suy: ‘Wo 
win not conlimic lo labour unlc.ss we are satisfied on 
poitiis'- -as lo wages or hours or anything else— on 
which our union is iiUorcsted.’ Tiiat is undoubtedly, as 

I sluill demonstrate in a minute or two, tho law of the 
Imul. But there arc other views, net of the law, because 
us a rule the people wiio entertain ilioso other views have 
not considered tho law, but of trade unions, wlilch lead 
peo|do into diilcrenl directions. 

What is a trade union? A trade union lias been defined 

II LUhorl la lively to be ‘a conliiuious association of wage 
ciirnet'.s Ibr tho purpose of maintaining and Improving tho 
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condiliojis of llicii* working life’. Thiu is the very essence 
of ji trutio union to-(iuy, ami Mint Is why it exists -to 
mniulaiii aiul improve the coiulitlons of (ho working life 
of those who lielong to it. 

A trade union acts with (wo instrnincnts. One Is its 
power of collective bargaining, whicli tho iiullvithail 
workman does not possess, hut which Jie does possess 
when he acts witli liis fellow workers. 'I'he other is the 
jnstronicnt by wliieh lliey can make Eliclr force felt, 
whieh is tlio strike, 'I'hat in wliy (lie right to strike has 
alway.s been very liigli in (he niiiul of the working classes, 
but not higher than it has been in (ite iniiKls of tho Judges, 
I have here an extract IVinn u decision of your I .orUshi|is' 
House given in liieycar l}l'J2, whicli I Miink, eonelu.slvely 
determines this. Lord nrainwell, who It ail certainly no 
leaning towards Socialism, in delivering llic jiidgnienl of 
the House of Lords in (lie Mogul steamshi|i case in IKy2, 
as your Lordships who arc inteiesled in the matter may 
see from the icpoit, said: ‘1 liave always said tiiat u 
coaibination of workmen, an agreement among (hem to 
cense work, except for higlier wages, and a strike in conse- 
quence, was lawful at tVimmon I, aw,' This has been said 
over and over again, All strikes, ns ,sucli, are of (his 
nature, and yet, (ho Clovcinnienl proposes, as I will show, 
to put on the rights so recognised by (his I louse a restric- 
tion of tho most .serious ortler, so us to rciider It very 
mucli less useful than it Is at luesent. 

ITay do not think that I am an admirer of strikes, or 
(hat I would not wish, as mueii as any of your Lorclshiiis, 
to SCO them never occur. Hut what I want to poiiu out Is 
that (licrc has been a confusion of tiumglil in tlio fnimiiig 
of this Bill lietwccn strikes aiul tlio evil conscciueiices 
wliicli may attend strikes, livery man lias a right to say: 
‘I will not work unless I can come to an agree moiu wiili 
you about Iiours and wages.’ llul i( is (|uliu nnollicr 
tiling wlien a man, or still worse a combi nation oi' men, 
proceeds to resort to rioting, to violence, or it may be to 
Mint organised use of force wliich in law is called sedition, 
for (ho purposo of enforcing tlicir claims. If the Cjoveni- 
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ment haci broiiglU in a Bill distiiieiiishiiig between the 
lawfulness of comblnnlion to cease work, between a 
strike as such, and the unlawful conscciiienccs which may 
be put into opcmlion following on that strike by those 
who promoted it, then I could have understood their 
tiosilion, and I think there would have been a great deal to 
say for many things in their Bill. That would, of course, 
have cluingcd the whole Bill, because Clause I underlies 
its whole .structure, 

Wlmt I want to insist upon is this confusion of thought, 
'fhcre may bo a strike without any illegal action at all; 
and, if there is, then it is something not only to which 
the law does not object, but something which, as I have 
just shown by the highest authority, the authority of this 
ilouso, has been declared to bo the legal right of the 
woi’kmnii. The Bill is only to a very slight extent a Bill 
rlcaliuB with the unlawful actions which are sometimes 
committed by hot-Jicadcd strikers. What was impressive 
ilurlng the last great strike was the very little amount of 
violence there was. When there was any, it was among 
the minors, and oven then there was very little of it. But 
amonK oilier bodies there was practically none of which 
wo need take note. Yet your Lordships are invited to 
take this opportunity of saying that general .strikes are 
illegal and oven, as I will show, notwithstanding a sen- 
tence that was used by the noble and learned Viscount 
on the Woolsack, that what are called ‘sympathetic 
strikes^ arc unlawrul. , . . 

A general strike is nothing else than an extended sym- 
pathetic strike, that Is, it Is a strike of the whole body of 
workers who are engaged in indiistnes. It is a strike 
whicli comes about because of their sympathy with a 
dispute which is not their own dispute, but a dispute in 
wliich they arc interested because it tends to the general 
level of wages and hours througliout tlio country. 

It Ks n great delusion to tiiink that the working classes 
consist of a sot of water-tight compartments and that one 
trade has not an interest in another. It is a delusion as 
rcgurtls the cmployci'.s, for lliey work togetlicr on a very 
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extensive scale. But the workmen arc assumed here to 
have nothing to do with one anotltcr, nnd those in one 
trade arc assumed to bo wholly unconcerned with the 
nlTairs of those in another trade. I say that this is not 
only a mistake, and a very serious mistake, but that it is 
contrary to the law as laid down by Lord Bramwcll. 
Lord Bramwcll put no limitation upon what ho said, 
and it does not remain at that, becuiiso some yoais 
afterwards this House, in the case of Conway re/mv 
Wade, laid down authoritatively (hat the right of strik- 
ing extended to the .sympathetic strike. That was said in 
terms, and conscciucntly you have two decisions from 
the highest tuithorilic.s that a sympathetic strike is some- 
thing that is lawful, 

The noble and learned Bari, Loril Birkenhead, on one 
occasion put to me a (lucslion across llio floor of the 
House. Ho said: ‘Yes or no —are you in favour of a 
general strike?' I, for two reasons, refrained from answer- 
ing him. One was a mere reason of form—tlial this 
Hoiiso is not the Old Bailey aiul not a place in which to 
cross-oxamiiio people. Tiio second reason, howcvei', was 
one of substance. It was that llio (jucslion rests on a 
confusion. It Is like tire good old question: ‘Have you 
left off beating your gmndniotherV* If you say that you 
have, it is said tliat you have t)ccn beating her; and, if 
you say you have not, it Is again said that you Iiavo been 
beating her, and you cannot get out of it. Hero It is 
assumed by tlioso who put questions of that kind that 
there is something illegal in a combination of workmen 
of this kind, quite apart from what they do. If it is a 
question of whether wo approve of riot or seditious 
action or violence in some form, the an.swer would bo 
‘No*. But the question is not pul in tliat way, but is 
mixed up with another that challenges ilie general right 
to combine to lay down tools on tito part of the workmen, 

This Is not an academic mailer, ft Is a matter which 
will bo debated on every platform throughout the country 
before wo are many months older. People are slow to 
take up legal points, but tliey must lake them up if they 
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are to defend their rights. One of the legal points that 
the workmpi will take up is his freedom, in his trade 
union and m combination, to assert the right to give or 
withhold his labour on the terms which, by collective 
Dargnining or otherwise, he can arrange with the person 
who employs him. If that is kept as a quite distinct and 
separate question, then this clause is unutterably wrong- 
wrong because it preserves the right to strike only in the 
case of tlie industry in which the striker is engaged and 
prevents the general strike, and, I think, not less the 
sympathetic strike, because I cannot appreciate the dis- 
tinction which the noble and learned Viscount drew 
betyen them. It makes this Bill a Bill which not only 
challenges but takes away the right which the workman 
lias enjoyed for a very long time. One of the great 
principles that was vindicated by Mr. Disraeli was that 
no combination of men was to be deemed to be commit- 
ting an act of conspiracy if what they combined to do 
wns sometliing which would be lawful if done by a single 
indi vidua 1. A single individual may withhold his labour 
and, since Mr, Dipeli’s great Act of 1875, the Con- 
spiracy and Protection of Property Act, it has been lawful 
for people to combine to withhold their labour. . . , 

I come now to what was said upon this subject, in this 
House [as a Court of Law], in the case of Conway versus 
Wade, which was decided in the year 1909. It was the 
decision of a strong Court, and it was unanimous. The 
judgment, which can be found in the Law Reports for 
1 909, was clcliveicd by tlie Lord Chancellor, The ques- 
tion was whether the language of the Statute and the 
principles of the common law are confined to a trade 
dispute between the parties to the dispute, that is, the 
employer and the man in his employment in a particular 
industry; and the Lord Chancellor said;— 


* I agree with the Master of the Rolls that the section can- 
not fairly bo conilned to an act done by a party to the dis- 
pute. I do not bcliovo that was Intended. A dispute may have 
arisen, for example, in a single colliery, of which the subject 
is so important to the whole industry that either employers 
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or workmon may think n gcncrnl lock-oul or a general strike 
is necessary to gam their ponit» Pew are putties tOj hut all 
arc interested in the dispute,’ 

That is the decision of this Hotise. Then I ho Court of 
Appetil, three years later, in Dnrlaslon venwx Williams, 
laid down the same doctrine. I say beyond nil question 
that a general strike is perfectly lawful, so long us it is 
not associated with criiiic in the shape of riot, sedition 
or the use of violence. 

It is said (hat there is liigh authority the other way. I 
have of course read, as your Lordships have, whnt was 
said by Mr. Justice A si bury in a recent application. It 
was an ex pavte ease in which there was no proper argu- 
ment. It was not necessary for Mr. Justice Astbury to 
say anything on the point, because ho could decide and 
did decide the matter on the breach of llto rules of the 
union, and I cannot find that (lie rclovaiU authorities 
which I have quoted were ever cited to him. Therefore, 
I must be forgiven if I prefer the opinion of this House 
and of the Court of Appeal to that of Mr. Justice Astbury. 
Nor can I bring myself to agree with some of die words 
whlclt fell from the lips of Sir Joint Simon, who .seemed 
to say that a general strike wn.s in itself unlawful. . . . 

I really have not much more which I wish to say, 
except a few words to rcinforco the authorities of which 
I have spoken. . . . For a long time the PnrJiamont of this 
country has been engaged in trying to clear up tltcso 
matters. Before the end of the eighteenth cciUiuy Par- 
liament had taken on il,self to rcgiiinto wages ami hours 
and to look after jiot only the employed but liic em- 
ployers; and it made n very great mess of the business, 
Then came, in 1799, a Statute witich swept away all that 
and put matters on this footing, Ihtit any combination 
of workmen to alter lliclr wages or improve (heir condi- 
tions was an illegality and a conspiracy. Thnl remained 
so until 1824, when the rcformcr.s of those days carried 
throLigli Parliament an Act which made it legal to do 
those very tilings which the Act of 1799 had declared to 
be illegal; but, in the next year, that Act wa.s .somewhat 
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altered, and it was left open whether a combination to 
raise wages might not take the form of a conspiracy in 
restraint of trade, and so be illegal. m 

Ein?n ^^’®re was much confusion 

and a great deal of irritation, until the great Commission 
^867 under the Chairmanship of Sir 

Commission reported in 1871, and the sub- 
stance of the Report was embodied by the Government 
of the day m a Statute which gave effect to most of its 

full work was not done till 
la75, when Mr. Disraeli passed his great Conspiracy and 
Protection of Property Act, which made it perfectly plain 
toat anything which could be done by a single workman 
might be done by any number of workmen without in- 
Innging the law of conspiracy. There have been other 
c innges in the interests of the community, but the 
principle stands. * 

There was the decision of this House in the TafF Vale 
case, and I allude to that because, unless you understand 
wint happened then, you cannot understand why the 
Disputes Act, 1906, was passed, 
liie lalt Vale case arose out of a dispute between the 
railway company and its workers, and undoubtedly, I 
think, acts of violence were committed, but reliance was 
placed on the doctrine, for which there was great coun- 
tenance in the Report of the Royal Commission, 1871, 
that you could not bring an action of tort against a trade 
muon. That was believed. The Court of Appeal took 
tliiit view, and the case went to your Lordships’ House, 
and I know it well because I was counsel for the trade 
union in the case. Your Lordships decided that the Court 
of Appeal were wrong, and laid down the law, and I am 
not saying a word against the legality of the decision. 
Tiiat was for your Lordships to determine authorita- 
tively. 


But the consequences were tremendous. There has not 
been much said about it, but there is going to be much 
said. It created a storm. The Conservative Government 
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of tho day was luirlcd out, luul wluU happened was lliai 
it was plain that ono of the lirst.things that the now 
Liberal GovemmciU of 1906 had to do was to bring in 
a Bill to put it liglU. I was in tho Cabinet, anil we set to 
work and prepared our Bill, and prepared it on what t 
thought was the best fooling, the restrielion of tho law 
of agency and the separation of tlio funds. When wo got 
to tho House of Coininons wo were confronted by an 
enormous majority, composed not only of Liberals and 
not only of Labour, but of some Conservatives, and, as 
for tho Conservative leaders, they did not stand U|> against 
the storm. They gave in, and the Bill was carried. . , . 
Then tho Bill came hero, and your Lordships, looking 
upon discretion as the lie I ter pari of valour, oflercd no 
opposition to it. You let It go ihroiigh. 

That was tho history of the Trade Disputes Bill [of 
1906], and that is how it came to be passed. It was iiassed 
by the decision of the eonslitueneies. Not any of your 
Lorilships whom 1 see here had the courage to stand up 
against that decision, and I think you were inudciU 
because you would liavo Iwcn violating the Constitution 
if you Itail. The Clnvcrnmcnt very prudently Iiave not 
repealed the Trade Disputes Bill [or, rather, Act), 'ritey 
have excepted from it certain strikes, but they have let it 
operate in directions in which it was, I slujuld have 
tliought, most likely that they would wisli the vvliole 
thing to be brought to an end. 

This Bill [before the House] will pass. You are in a 
great jnajorily. Wo can only warn you, that is all. In 
1906 you had tlic same result of disregarding warnings 
that yon liad in Ig32, and tliat you iaid subsequently in 
1911. It is jicvcr safe in this House to say : ‘ Oh, wo know. 
We undcrsiaiKl, and wo will lake our own eouvse, we are 
fall of courage.’ Yon are not full of con rage. 'I'his llonso 
is tho Brst House to give In witenever there is an unmis- 
takable manifestation of opinion on the part of tlio con- 
stituencies. And so I believe nobody oiiglil to projihcsy. 
Nobody can say. Bui I believe it to Iw far from clear 
that you are not going to liiul yomselvcs faced by just 
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as violent n demonstration ngnlnst you on this occasion 
.IS you had over the Trade Disputes Bill. 

V slate of things satisfactory? 
mnli satisfactory and it never will be satisfactory 
until woikincn and employers come to be much more of 
one mind than they are at the present time. It is not 
enough to have mere profit-sharing. You ought to give 
nif cliancc of liaving a voice in the dis- 

osition oflus own life and the conditions under which 
he works and lives. You have to bring tlie community 
togother to conplidalc. For years past I have held— and 
I have worked hard for it— tlint there is only one way of 
doing that, and that Is to educate your democracy. Give 
them higher education, give them adult education, give 
them everything you can which will enable them to think 
leol, and live on much the same level as the people who 
cinpioy tlicm. They do not ask for luxuries, they only 
ask for equality of chance in life, and they ask for it still 
moro for their wives and children, who have not had the 
SiUiic opportunity ns they have had themselves. 
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FROQUENCY OF GENERAL ELECTIONS 
Sill ROBERT WALPOLE (afterwards Earl of Orford) 
House of CommoHSt 13 March 1734 
(9 Vad, Hist, <173 ft',) 

fOiiijATH on a motion to repeal the Septennial Act. Cf, 
No. 78.] 

la general, I most take notice that the nature of our 
Constitution seems to bo very much mistaken by the 
gentlemen wlio have spoken in favour of this motion. 
It IS certain that ours is a mixt Government, and the per- 
tcction of our Constitution consists in this, that tlio 
monarchical, aristocratical and dcmocratical forms of 
govern me lit are mixt and interwoven in ours, so as to 
give all the advantages of each without subjecting us to 
tlio dangers and inconveniences of either. The dcmo- 
cratical form of government, wlilch is the only one I have 
now occasion to lake notice of, is liable to these incon- 
veniences, that they are generally too tedious in their 
coming to any resolution, and seldom brisk and expedi- 
tious enough in carrying liicir resolutions into execution; 
llmt they are always wavering in their resolutions, and 
never steady in any of the measures llicy resolve to pursue; 
anil tiiftt they are often involved in factions, seditions and 
insurrections, wiiicli expose them to be made the tools, 
if not the prey of tlicir noiglibonrs: tiiorcforo in all the 
regulations wo make, witli respect to our Constitution, 
wo ni'o to guard ngainst running too much into tliat form 
oi government wJiich Is properly called dcmocratical: 
this was, in my opinion, the cilcct of the triennial law, 
uiul will again bo tlio cil'cct, if over it should bo restored. 

Tliat triennial elections would make our Government 
too tedious in all tlioir resolves is evident, because in such 
caso no prudent administration would over resolve upon 
any mcasuro of consetiuoncc (ill they had felt not only 
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the pulse of the Pailiamcnt, but the pulse of the people; 
and the Ministers of Stale would always labour under 
this disadvantage, that, as secrets of State must not be 
immediately divulged, their enemies (nnd oneinics they 
will always have) would have a liaiulle for exposing (heir 
measures, and rendering them disagreeable to iho people, 
and thereby carrying perhaps n new election against them 
before tlicy could have an opportunity of jiislitVing their 
measures by divulging those facts and circumstances 
from whence the justice and the wisdom of their measures 
would clearly appear. 

Then, Sir, it is by experience well known lliat what is 
called the populace of every country are apt la bo too 
much elated with success and too much dejected with 
every misfortune; this makes them wavering in their 
opinions about allairs of State, and never long in the 
same mind: and, as this House is chosen by the unbiassed 
voice of the people in general, if this choice were so often 
renewed, wo might expect tiuU this Mouse would bo as 
wavering and ns unsteady as the people usually are; and, 
it being impossible to carry on the public nllairs of the 
nn ti on without the concu rretico of t liis I louse, t ho M I nist ers 
would always bo obliged to comply, and consequently 
would be obliged to change their measures as often as 
the people changed their minds. 

With septennial Parliaincnts, Sir, wo are not exposed 
to either of these mis fortunes, because, if t lie Ministers, 
after having felt tlio pulse of the Earlinmcnl, which they 
can always soon do, resolve upon any measures, they 
luivo generally time enough, boforo the new election 
comes on, to give the people a proper information, in 
order to shew them the jiislieo and the wisdom of the 
measures they have pursued; and, if the people should 
at any time be loo much eluted, or too much dejected, or 
should without a cause change tlicir minds, liioso at the 
helm of allairs have time to set them right, before a new 
election comes on. 

As to faction and sedition, Sir, X will grant that in 
monarchical and aristocralioal Governinents, it generally 
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arises from violence and oppression; but, in democratical 
Governments, it always arises from tlie people’s having 
too great n sliare in the Government; for, in all countries, 
and in all Governments, there always will be many fac- 
tious and unquiet spirits, who can never be at rest either 
in power or out of power; when in power, they are never 
easy, unless every man submits entirely to their discre- 
tion; and, when out of power, they are always working 
and intriguing against those that are in, without any 
regard to justice, or to tlie interest of their country. In 
popular Governments such men have too much game; 
tliey have too many opportunities for working upon and 
corrupting the minds of the people, in order to give them 
a bad impression of, and to raise discontents against, 
those that have the management of the public affairs for 
the time; and these discontents often break out into 
seditions and insurrections. 

This, Sir, would in my opinion be our misfortune, if 
our Parliaments were either annual or triennial; by such 
frequent elections there would be so much power thrown 
into the hands of the people, as would destroy that equal 
mixture which is the beauty of our Constitution; in short 
our Government would really become a democratical 
Government, and might from thence very probably di- 
verge into a tyrannical. Therefore, in order to preserve 
our Constitution, in order to prevent our falling under 
tyranny and arbitrary power, we ought to preserve that 
law which I really think has brought our Constitution to 
a more equal mixture, and consequently greater perfec- 
tion than it was ever in before that law took place. 
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CONSTITUENTS AND MEMBERS 
Sm WILUAM YONGE 
Home of Comoiomt 23 Jaimwy 1745 
C13 Pnrl. nixt. J07fi ff.) 

IDnnATn on n motion for Annual Parliaments, Cf. No 

81 .] 

In former ages a seat in Purlin nictU was so far from 
being thought Htivniilagcous that it wns thought very 
burdensomo upon llio person cliosen. Frequent elections 
could therefore in those days occasion no disturbances 
in the country; but, in these days, every ono knows the 
violent contests that arc raised in our counties and many 
ofour populous cities and borouglis by a general clcctloa, 
especially when a parly spirit happens to run high and 
tlio opposite candidates arc pretty nearly equal, Tlic.se 
contests are even at this time so violent that the peace of 
the country is often In danger of being disturbed: liow 
great, liow certain llicn would the danger be, if tlio heats 
and animosities raised upon sucli occasions Iiad no time 
to subside? It was this danger chicily that was the occa- 
sion of substituting septennial Pa ilia men Is in the place 
of triennial: many of us may remembor the mobs and 
riots that were occasioned by the last two general elections 
in the Queen's reign, mid the Brst after hJs late Miuesly’s 
accession. They were siicli ns must mako every man 
tremble that has any regard for tlie truiKiulllity of his 
country; and ns I am old enough to liavo n very lively and 
a very terribJo impression of tliem in my mind, I nm sure 
I shall never be for repealing or altering any of those 
wise regulations by which a happy and n seasonable 
period was put to them. . . , 

We are, it is true, the grciU and general inquisitors of 
tire nation, and consequently arc to take notice of, and 
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to lay, in a proper manner, before our Sovereign, all 
public grievances, as well as those which affect particu- 
larly the places we represent; but cannot we do this in 
septennial Parliaments which meet annually, as well as 
in Parliaments that are annually chosen? Supposing it 
is true that some members never see their constituents 
from the time they are chosen till they return to solicit 
their votes at a new election, which, I believe, is very 
rarely the case; is there not, or may there not be a con- 
stant intercourse by letters? Are not all letters from or 
to members of Parliament made free of postage for this 
very purpose? And may not a member of Parliament 
be by letters as fully informed of the sentiments and 
grievances of his constituents, as if he were present among 
them? As to those grievances which affect the country 
in general, he can know them no other way but by letters, 
for he cannot be present in every part of the kingdom; 
and a member, whose constant residence is in London, 
has a better opportunity of being informed and judging 
of such grievances than one who resides mostly at his 
scat in any remote part of the kingdom. 

As to our duty in Parliament as inquisitors, therefore, 
we may perform it as well in a septennial as in an annual 
Parliament, if the former meets regularly once a year, 
and continues sitting till they have finished all the mate- 
rial business brought before them; and, as to our duty 
with respect to our Sovereign, surely, Sir, we may per- 
form that duty, we may give our Sovereign the fullest 
information as to the sentiments of our constituents 
without going down to live among them, because, as 
regular posts are now established to every part of the 
kingdom, we may keep a constant correspondence with 
our constituents, and may know their sentiments of all 
public measures by their letters with more certainty, I 
think, than we could do by their conversation. There- 
fore, if the members of a septennial Parliament neglect 
to inform their Sovereign of the murmurings among the 
people, or, if they misrepresent to him the sentiments of 
tlie people, it cannot proceed from their ignorance, but 
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from some other cause, which would have the same eflbct 
in an anniml as it lias in a septennial Purlin ment. 

Upon this occasion, Sir, as upon many others, tho woixl 
Attorney has been artfully brought into tho debate, ns 
the mcnibci's of this House were nothing more thm^ 
attornies of the particular county, city, or borough, tliov 
respectively rejM'cseiU; but every one knows that, by 
Constitution, after a gentleman is chosen, lie is tho I’cprc- 
sentative, or, if you please, the attorney of the people of 
England, and ns such is at full frcedoin to net as ho 
best for the people of England in geticral. Ho mny 
ceivc, ho may ask, he may even follow the Jtdvice of his 
particular constituents; but he is not obliged, nor ought 
he to follow their advice, if he thinks it inconsisteat with 
the general interest of ids country. He is in some respects 
therefore, the attorney or servant of ifie people, in the 
same manner as an elective king or chief magistrate is 
the servant of the people; and there is no «rcatcrabsu rclUy 
or impropriety in chusing a reprosciitativo for a long term 
of years than in cliuslng a king or chief jna gist rate for a 
long term of years. Jn boili cases, I .shall grtiiu, it is an 
inconvenience, and (hat the peoido Jiave often cause to 
repent of tho choice tlicy liuve made befoj e the expiration 
of tho term; but this inconvenience must bo subniitteti 
to for tho sake of avoiding n miicli greater, I inctui tJio 
continual disturbances titat would l>c oectisloned by IVc- 
quent elections, and the nuctimlioii in all public mensurcs 
that must necessarily cn.suo from a IVcciuem change of 
public mugislratcs or representatives, 
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lUU'ORM 01- THE FRANCHISE 
EARL OF CHATHAM 
Home of LovAst 22 January 1770 
(16 VarU JUst. 753 II'.) 

ITiiii Burl of Chatham raised the question, of Reform 
during a debate on the Slate of tlio Nation. He was the 
hr.st statesman to make comprehensive propo.sals.] 

Whoever unclenstniuls the theory of the English Con- 
stitution, and will compare it with the fact, must sec at 
once how widely they ciiflcr. We must reconcile them to 
each other, if we wish to save the liberties of this country; 
we must reduce our political practice, ns nearly as pos- 
sible, to our principles, The Constitution intended that 
there should ho a iicrmancnt relation between the con- 
stituent and representative body of the people. Will any 
man adirm, that, as the House of Commons is now 
formed, that relation is in any degree preserved? My 
Lords, it is not prc.scrvcd, it is destroyed, Let us be 
cautious, liowevcr, how wo have recourse to violent 
expedients, 

The boroughs of this country have properly enough 
been called tlio rotten parts of the Constitution. I have 
lived In Cornwall, and, without entering into any invldiou.s 
particularity, have .seen enough to justify tlie appellation, 
But in my judgment, my Lords, these boroughs, corrupt 
as they arc, must bo considered as the natural infirmity 
of llic Constitution, Like the infirmities of the body, we 
must bear them with patience, and submit to carry them 
about with us. The limb is mortified, but amputation 
might bo death. 

Let us try, my Lords, whether some gentler remedies 
may not bo discovered. Since wo cannot euro the dis- 
order, let us endeavour to Infuse such a portion of new 
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health into tlic Constitution, ns may enable it to support 
its most inveterate diseases. 

The representation of the counties is, I ilujik, still pre- 
served purd and uncorrupted. Tluu of the great citic.s is 
on a footing equally rcspcclablo; and there are many of 
the larger trading towns wliich still preserve their indo- 
pcndenco. Tiic infusion of Jiealth, which I now allude 
to, would be to permit every county to elect one member 
more, in addition to their present representation. TJio 
knights of the shires approach nearest to the constitu- 
tional representation of the con til ry, because they repre- 
sent the soil. It is not in the little dependent boroughs, 
it is in the great cities and counties that the strength ntai 
vigour of the Constitution resides, and by tficm alone 
if an unhappy qucstioji should ever rise, will the Consti- 
tution bo honestly and Hrmly defended. I would increase 
that strength, because I think it is tlie only security we 
have against the profligncy of the times, the corruption 
of the people, and the ambition of the Crown. 
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FREQUENCY OF ELECTIONS 
EDMUND BURKE 
House of Commons, 8 May 1780 
(21 Pari. Jllst. 603 fT.) 

[Du bate on Mr. Sawbridge’s motion for shortening the 
duration of Parliaments. Cf. No. 75.3 

It is always to be lamented when men are driven to 
search into the foundations of the commonwealth. It is 
certainly necessary to resort to the theory of your Govern- 
ment, whenever you propose any alteration in the frame 
of itj whether that alteration means the revival of some 
former antiquated and forsaken Constitution of State, 
or the introduction of some new improvement in the 
commonwealth. 

The object of our deliberation is, to promote the good 
purposes for which elections have been instituted, and 
to prevent their inconveniences. If we thought frequent 
elections attended with no inconvenience, or with but a 
trifling inconvenience, the strong overruiing principle of 
tho Constitution would sweep us like a torrent towards 
thorn. But your remedy is to be suited to your disease — 
your present disease, and to your whole disease. That 
man thinks much too highly, and therefore he thinks 
weakly and delusively, of any contrivance of human wis- 
dom, who believes that it can make any sort of approach 
to perfection. TJiere is not, there never was, a principle 
of government under heaven, that does not, in the very 
pursuit of the good it proposes, naturally and inevitably 
lead into some inconvenience, which makes it absolutely 
necessary to counterwork and weaken the application of 
that first principle itself; and to abandon something of 
the extent of the advantage you proposed by it, in order 
to i^rovent also the inconveniences, which have arisen 
from the instrument of all the good you had in view. 
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To govern according to the sense and agreeably to the 
interests of tlie people is a giciit and glorious object of 
government. This object cannot be obtained but through 
the medium of popular election; and pofnilar election is 
a mighty evil. It is such, and so great an ovil, that though 
there are few nations, wlioso monarchs wore not origin- 
ally elective, very few arc now elected. They arc tlic 
distempers of elections, that Jiave destroyed all free 
States. To cure these distempers is diincult, if iiot impos- 
sible; the only thing therefore left to save the common- 
wealth is to prevent their return too frequently. TJio 
objects in view arc, to have Parliaments as frequent as 
tlicy can be witliout distracting tiicm In the prosecution 
of public business; on one hand, to secure their depen- 
dence upon the people, on the other to give them liiat 
quiet in their minds, and that ca.se in their fortunes, as 
to enable them to perform the most arduous and most 
painful duty in the world with spirit, witli cnicicncy, with 
independency, and with experience, as real public coun- 
sellors, not as the canvassers at a pcrpolual election. It 
is wise to compass as many good ends as possibly you 
can, and seeing thoro are inconveniences on both sides, 
with benefits on both, to give up a pari of llic benefit to 
soften the inconvenience. The perfect cure is impractic- 
able, because the disorder is dear to tho.so from whom 
alone the cure can possibly bo derived. Tim utmost to 
be done is to palliate, to mitigate, to respite, to put oiT 
the ovil day of the ConslUiition to its latest possible hour 
and may it be a very late one. ’ 

This Bill, I fear, would precipitate one of two conse- 
quences, I know not which most likely, or wliich most 
dangerous; either that the Crown by its constant staled 
power, influence, and rovcmio, would wear out nil oppo- 
sition ill elections, or that a violent and furious popular 
spirit would arise. I must sec, to satisfy me, the remedies; 

I must see, from their operation in (ho cure of the old 
evil, and in the euro of those now evils, which are in- 
separable from all remedies, liow they balance each 
other, and what is the total result, The excellence of 
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mathcinatics and metaphysics is to have but one thing 
before you; but he forms the best judgment in all moral 
disquisitions, who has the greatest number and variety of 
considerations in one view before him, and can take 
them in with the best possible consideration of the middle 
results of all. 

, We of the Opposition, who are not friends to the Bill, 
give this pledge at least of our integrity and sincerity to 
the people, that in our situation of systematic opposi- 
tion to the present Ministers, in which all our hope of 
rendering it effectual depends upon popular interest and 
favour, we will not llattcr them by a surrender of our 
uninfluenced judgment and opinion; we give a security, 
that if ever we should be in another situation, no flattery 
to any other sort of power and influence would induce 
us to act against the true interests of the people. 

All are agreed that Parliaments should not be per- 
petual; the only question is, what is the most convenient 
time for their duration? On which there are three 
opinions. We are agreed, too, that the term ought not 
to be chosen most likely In its operation to spread cor- 
ruption, and to augment the already overgrown influence 
of tiic Crown. On these principles I mean to debate the 
question. It is easy to pretend a zeal for liberty. Those, 
who think themselves not likely to be encumbered with 
the performance of their promises, either from their 
known inability, or total indifference about the perfor- 
mance, never fail to entertain tlic most lofty ideas. They 
are certainly tlio most specious, and they cost them 
neither reflection to frame, nor pains to modify, nor 
management to support. The task is of another nature 
to those who mean to promise nothing that it is not in 
their intention or may possibly be in their power, to 
perform; to those, who are bound and principled no 
more to delude the understandings tlian to violate the 
liberty of their fellow subjects. Faithful watchmen we 
ought to be over the rights and privileges of the people. 
But our duty, if we are qualified for it as we ought, is to 
give them Information, and not to receive it from them; 
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wo fire not to go to school to them to learn tiic nrinciplc.s 
of law and government, hi doing so, we should not ihiti- 
fully serve, but wo should basely and seaiulaloiisly betray 
tho people, who arc not capable of this service by nature* 
nor in any instance callcti to it by tho Constitution, t 
reverently look up to the opinion of tho iicople, and \vlth 
an nwo tiiat is almo.sl superstitious. 1 slioiild be ashamed 
to show my face before them, if I changed my ground, as 
they cried up or cried down men, or things, or opinions ■ 
if I wavered and sliiflotl about with every change, and 
joiacd in it, or opiioscd, as liesl answered any low Interest 
or passion; if I hold them np hopes, whicli 1 know 1 never 
intended, or promised what I well knew [ could not 
perform. Of all these things they are jicrfeet .sovereign 
jiKlgc.s, without appeal; but as to the detail of iiariicular 
measures, or to atiy general schemes of policy, they liavo 
neither enough of speculation in the closet, nor of ex- 
perience in business, to decide upon it. 'I'hey ctui well .sco 
whetlicr wo are tools of a court, or their Iionesi servants. 
Of that they can well judge; and I wish that they always 
exercised their judgment; but of the particular merits of 
a measure I have other standards. . , . 

TJiat tlio IVctiucney of elections proposed by this Hill 
iias a tendency to increase the power and consideration 
of the electors, not lessen con uptibility, I do most readily 
allow; so far it is desirable; this is what it lias, I will tell 
yon now what it has not: l.si. U has no sort of tendency 
to incren.so their iiUegriiy tmd public spirit, unless an 
increase of power lias an operation upon voters in elcc- 
lioiw, that it has In no other .situation in tho world, utul 
upon no other part of juaiikind. 2d. This Hill has no 
tendency to limit the ciuantiiy of inllueiico in tho Crown, 
to rciKior its operation more dllllciilt, or to counteract 
that operation, which it cannot prevent, in any way wiiai- 
.soover. It has its full weight, its l\iU range, and its uncon- 
trolled operation on tho electors exactly as it had before. 
3d. Nor, thirdly, does it abate the jiucrost or inclination 
of Mmistens to apiily that inriiicnco to tho electors: on 
tho contrary, it renders it much more necessary (o them, 
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if they seek to htivo a majority in Parliament, to increase 
the means of that inrincncc, and redouble their diligence, 
and to sharpen dexterity in the application. The whole 
effect of the IJill is therefore llie removing the application 
of some part of the inriucncc from the elected to the 
electors, and further to strengthen and extend a court 
interest already great and powerful in boroughs; hero to 
fix their magazines and places of arms, and thus to make 
them the principal, not the secondary, theatre of their 
manoeuvres for securing a determined majority in 
Parliament. 

I believe nobody will deny that the electors are cor- 
riiplible. They are men; it is saying nothing worse of 
them; many of them are but ill informed in their minds, 
many feeble in their circumstances, easily over-reached, 
easily seduced. If they arc many, the wages of corruption 
are the lower; and would to God it were not rather a 
contcmpllblo and hypocritical adulation than a charitable 
sentiment, to say that there is already no debauchery, no 
corruption, Jio bribery, no poijury, no blind fury, and 
interested faction among the electors in many parts of 
this kingdom: nor is it surprising, or at all blameable, in 
that class of private men, when they see their neighbours 
aggrandized, and themselves poor and virtuous without 
that c^clat or dignity, which attends men in higher 
situations. 

Put admit it were true that the great mass of the 
electors were too vast an object for Court iiidiience to 
grasp, or oxlcful to, and that in despair they must abandon 
it; ho must be very ignorant of the state of every popular 
interest, who docs not know that in all the corporations, 
all the open boroughs, indeed in every district of the 
kingdom, there is some leading man, some agitator, some 
wcaltliy merchant, or considerable manufacturer, some 
active attorney, some popular preacher, some money- 
lender, &c. &c. who is followed by the whole flock, This 
is the style of all free countries. 

Multhm In Fabia valet hie, valet illc VclinA; 

Cuillbct illc fasces dabit criplclquo curule. 
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These spirits, each of which in (onus aiui BoveriiH his own 
little orb, aio neither so tnany, jior so little powerail nor 
so incorruptible, but (hat a Minister may, as he docs 
rrequenlly, liiul means of tjainiiiB them, and Ihrtninh 
them all their followers. 'I'o establish, Ihercfore, a very 
general Inllucnco among electors will no mote bo tbund 
an impracticable project, than to gain an uikIuo iiilhieiico 
over members of Parliament. Tliercfore I am aiinrehciin 
si VC that this IJill, ihougii it shifts the idaco olThe disonlcr 
docs by no means relievo the Cbiistltution. i wen! 
through almost every contested clcelion in the beginninc 
of this Parliament, and ticted as a manaHcr in very many 
of them; by which, though tis am scliot)! ol' pretty severe 
and ragged discipline. 1 came to have some degree of 
instniciion concerning the means by wJtieh parlitimcn- 
inry interests are in genenti i)roeared and supported. 

Theory, I know, would suppose, that every general 
election is to the representative a day of judgment in 
which ho appears before his constituents to iiecoiint’for 
tlio use of the talent, with which they intrustal him, and 
of the iinproveiiicnt he has mtido of it for the puhlle 
advantage. It would bo .so, if every coirtipllhle renre- 
scatalivo wore to Oiul au onlighlene<I and iiicoiruptible 
constituent. Ihit the pnicliee and knowieilge of the world 
will not .sillier us to bo ignoriuii, that the (.'onstitutlon on 
paper is one thing, and in fact and expericneo is another 
Wo must know that the candidate, instead of tiiisiing at 
Ills election to the testimony of Ids Iwhavioiu' in Parlia- 
ment, must bring the testimony of a huge sum of money, 
the capiieiiy ot Iilienil expeneo in enieriainmenls, the 
power observing and obliging the rulers of eorimra lions 
of winning over (ho impnlur lenders of political clubs 
nssociiilions, and neighbouriioods. It is too thousand 
mics more necessary to show himseff a man ol' power 

which 1 have been acquainted, lilcetions, therefore, be- 
come a matter ol licavy oxpence; and if contests arc 

minilul!’ 'vill Income a matter ofnn oxpcnco 

totally nimoiis, which no fortunes can iHiar; but Icnst of 
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Jill llic landed fortunes, encumbered as they often, indeed 
ns they mostly, nrc with debts, with portions, with join- 
tiu-csj tnid tied up in the hands of the possessor by the 
limitations of settlement. It is n material, it is in my 
opinion a la, sting, considemtion, in all the questions con- 
cerning election, Let no one think the charges of elections 
u trivial matter. 

Tlic charge therefore of elections ought never to be 
lost siglit of, in a question concerning their frequency; 
because the grand object you seek is independence. Inde- 
'pcndeiicc of mind will ever be more or less influenced by 
iiulcpcndcnco of fortune; and if, every three years, the 
exhausting sluices of ciUertainnients, drinkings, open 
liouses, to say nothing of bribery, are to be periodically 
drawn up and renewed; if Government-favours, for which 
now, in some shape or other, the whole race of men are 
cnntlidales, are to be called for upon every occasion, I 
see that private fortunes will be washed away, and every, 
even to tiio least, trace of independence borne down by 
tEio torrent. I do not seriously think this Constitution, 
even to the wrecks of it, could survive five triennial elec- 
tions. If you are to light tlie battle, you must put on the 
armour of tho Ministry; you must call in the public, to 
the aid of private money. The expence of the last election 
has been computed (and I am persuaded that it has not 
been over-rated) at 1,500,000£.;— three shillings in the 
pound more than the land tax. About the close of the last 
Pju’liamciU, and tlic beginning of this, several agents for 
boroughs went about, and I remember well that it was 
ia every one of their months — ‘Sir, your election will 
cost you 3,000 jE. if you arc independent; but if the Minis- 
try supi^orts you, it may be done for two, and perhaps for 
loss,* tuul iiulcccl, the thing spoke itself. Where a living 
was to be got for one, a commission in tho army for 
.another, a lift in the navy for a third, and Custom-house 
olliccs scattered about without measure or number, who 
rioubts but money may bo saved? The Treasury may 
even add money; but indeed it is superriuous. A gentle- 
man of 2,000£. u year, who meets another of the same 
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fortune, fights with equal arms; but if to one of the candi- 
dates you add a thousand a year in places for himself, 
and a power of giving away ns much among others, one 
must, or there is no truth in arithmetical demonstration, 
ruin his adversary, if he is to meet him and to fight with 
him every third year. It will bo said, I do not allow for 
the operation of character; but I do; and I know it wiil 
have its weight in most elections; perhaps it may be de- 
cisive in some. But there arc few in which it will prevent 
great expences. 

The destruction of independent fortunes will be the 
consequence on the part of the candidate. What will bo 
the consequence of triennial corruption, triennial drun- 
kenness, triennial idleness, triennial law-suits, litigations, 
prosecutions, triennial phrenzy, of society dissolved, in- 
dustry interrupted, ruined; of those personal hatreds, 
that will never be suifered to soften; those animosities 
and feuds, which will be rendered immortal; tiiose quar- 
rels, which are never to be appeased; morals vitiated and 
gangrened to the vitals? I think no stable and useful 
advantages were ever made by the money got at elections 
by the voter, but all he gets is doubly lo.st to the public; 
it is money given to diminish the general stock of the 
community, which is in the industry of the subject. I 
am sure that it is a good while before he or his family 
settle again to their business. Their heads will never cool; 
the temptations of elections will bo for ever glittering 
before their eyes. They will all grow politicians; every 
one, quitting his business, will choose to enrich himself 
by his vote. They will all take Ihe gauging-rod; new 
places will be made for them; they will rim to the Custom- 
house quay, their looms and ploughs will be deserted. 

So was Rome destroyed by the disorders of continual 
elections, though those of Rome were sober disorders. 
They had nothing but faction, bribery, bread and stage, 
plays, to debauch them. We have the inflammation of 
liquor superadded, a fury hotter than any of them. There 
the contest was only between citizen and citizen; hero 
you have the contests of ambitious citizens of one side, 
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supported by the Crown, to oppose to the efforts (let it 
be so) of private and unsupported ambition on the other. 
Yet Rome was destroyed by the frequency and charge of 
elections, and the monstrous expence of an unremitted 
courtship to the people. I think, therefore, the independent 
candidate and elector may each be destroyed by it; the 
whole body of the community be an infinite sufferer; 
and a vicious Ministry the only gainer. Gentlemen, I 
know, feel the weight of this argument; they agree that 
this would be the consequence of more frequent elections, 
if things were to continue as they are. But they think the 
greatness and frequency of the evil would itself be a 
remedy for it; that, sitting but for a short time, the mem- 
ber would not find it worth while to make such vast 
expences, while the fear of their constituents will hold 
them the more effectually to their duty. 

To this I answer, that experience is full against them. 
Tilts is no new thing; we have had triennial Parliaments; 
at no period of time were seats more eagerly contested. 
The expences of elections ran higher, taking the state of 
all charges, than they do now. The expcnce of entertain- 
ments was such, that an Act, equally severe and ineffec- 
tual, was made against it; every monument of the time 
bears witness of the expcnce, and most of the Acts 
against corruption in elections were then made; fh® 
writers talked of it and lamented it. Will any one think 
that a corporation will be contented with a bowl of punch, 
or a piece of beef the less, because elections are every 
three, instead of every seven years? Will they change 
their wine for ale, because they are to get more ale t ree 
' years hence? Don’t think it. Will they make fewer de- 
mands for the advantages of patronage in favours and 
offices, because their member is brought more under 
their power? We have not only our own historical experi- 
ence in England upon this subject, but we have the experi- 
ence co-existing with us in Ireland; where, since their 
Parliament has been shortened, the expence of elections 
has been so far from being lowered, that it has been very 
near aoubled. Formerly they sat for the King s hfe; the 
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ordinary charge of a scat in Parlininenl was llion 1,500£, 
They now sit eight years, four scssionsi it is jiow 2,500£, 
and upwards. The spirit of cimiIatio]i has also been 
extremely increased, and all who are actiuaiiUetl wllli the 
tone of that country have no doubt that the spirit is stlU 
growing; that new candidates will talco the ndd ; tliat Hiq 
contests will be more violent, and Iho cxpenccs of elec- 
tions larger than over. 

It never can be otherwise. A seat in this Mouse, for 
good purposes, for bad purposes, for no purposes at nil 
(except the mere consideration derived from being con- 
cerned in the public counsels) will ever bo ii lir.st-riHo 
object of ambition in England. Ambition is no exnct 
calculator. Avarice itself does not calculate .strictly wlicii 
it games. One thing is certain, that in this political game 
the great lottery of power is that into wliieh men will 
purchase with millions of citancc.s against them. It\ 
Turkey, where the place, where the fort line, where the 
head itself, are so insecure, that scarcely any have died 
in their beds for ages; so tliat the bow-string is the iiatiirnl 
death of Bashaws, yet in no country is power and dis- 
tinction (precarious enough, God know.s, In all) souglit 
for with such boundless avidity, as if the valuo of place 
was enhanced by the danger and inscciirily of its iciuirc. 
Nothing will ever make a scat in (his I louse not an object 
of desire to numbers by any means or at any chnrge, but 
the depriving it of ail power and all dignity; liiis would 
do it. Tliis is the true and only nostrum for that purpose, 
But a House of Commons without power mid without 
dignity, either in itself or Its members, i.s no llouso of 
Commons for the purpose of this Constitution. 

But they will bo afraid to net ill, if they know that Hie 
day of their account is alway.s near. I wish it were true ; 
but it is not; hero again we luivo experience, iiiul oxpc;'i- 
cnce is against us. The distemper of this age is a poverty 
of spirit and of genius; it is trilling, it is futile, worse lhau 
ignorant, siiperficiiilly taught ; with tlio politics and morals 
of girls at a boarding-school, rather than of men and 
statesmen; but it is not yet despenUeiy wicked, 'or so 
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scnuclalously venal ns in former times. Did not a triennial 
Parlinnicnt give up the national dignity, ajjprove the 
Peace of Utrecht, and almost give up every thing else in 
taking every step to defeat the Protestant succession? 
Was not the Constitution saved by those who h^ no 
election at all to go to, the Lords, because the Court 
aoplicd to electors, and by various means carried thern 
from their true interests; so that the Tory Ministry had 
a majority without an application to a single member? 
Now as to the conduct of the inembcrs, it was then lar 
from pure and independent. Bribery was infinitely more 
flagrant. A predecessor of yours, Mr. Speaker, put the 
ciucslion of his own expulsion for bribery. Sir William 
Miisgravc was a wise man; a grave man; an independent 
man; a man of good fortune and good family; however 
he carried on while in opposition a tralTic, a shameful 
tralTic with the Ministry, Bishop Burnet knew of 6,000£. 
which he had received at one payinciU. I believe the 
payment of sums in hard money, plain naked bribery, is 
rare amongst us. It was then far from uncommon. 

A triennial was near ruining, a septennial Parliament 
saved your Constitution; nor perhaps have you ever 
known a more flourishing period for the union of national 
prosperity, dignity and liberty, than the sixty years you 
have passed under that constitution of Pail lament. 

The shortness of time, in which they are to reap the 
profits of iniquity, is far from checking the avidity of 
corrupt men; it renders them infinitely more mvenous. 
They rush violently and precipitately on their objec ; 
they lose all regard to decorum. The moments of profits 
are precious; never arc men so wicked as during a general 
moiWlity. It was so in the great plague at Athens; every 
symptom of which (and this its worst symptom amongst 
the rest) is so finely related by a great historian of anti- 
quity. It was so in the plague of London 
appears In soldiers, sailors, &c. Whoever would 
to render the life of man much sliortcr than it is, would, 
I am satisfied, find the surest receipt for increasing the 
wickedness of our nature. 
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Thus, in my opinion, the shortness of a triennial sitting 
would have the following ill effects; it would make the 
member more shamelessly and shockingly corrupt; it 
would increase his dependence on those who could best 
support him at his election; it would wrack and tear to 
pieces the fortunes of those who stood upon their own 
fortunes and their private interest; it would make the 
electors infinitely more venal; and it would make the 
whole body of people, who are, whether they have votes 
or not, concerned in elections, more lawless, more idle, 
more debauched: it would utterly destroy the sobriety, 
the industry, the integrity, the simplicity of all the people; 
and undermine, I am much afraid, the deepest and best 
laid foundations of the commonwealth. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE 
WILLIAM PITT 
House of Cotmnous, 7 May 1782 
(22 Par!. Hist. 1417 ff.) 

[Pnr made a tentative advance on the question of Re- 
form by moving for the appointment of a Committee to 
inquire into the state of the representation. The motion 
was lost by 20 votes.] 

That the frame of our Constitution has undergone 
material alterations, by which the Commons’ House of 
Parliament has received an improper and dangerous bias, 
and by which, indeed, it has fallen so greatly from that 
direction and effect which it was intended, and ought to 
have in the Constitution, I believe it would be idle for 
me to attempt to prove. It is a fact so plain and palpable, 
that every man’s reason, if not his experience, must point 
it out to him. I have only to examine the quality and 
nature of that branch of the Constitution as originally 
established, and compare it with its present state and 
condition. That beautiful frame of government \^duch 
has made us the envy and admiration of mankind, in 
which the people were entitled to hold so distinguished a 
share, is so far dwindled and has so far departed 
its original purity, as that the representatives ceased, in 
a great degree, to be connected with the people. It is ot 
the essence of the Constitution, that the people should 
have a share in the government by the means of repre- 
sentation; and its excellence and permanency is calcu- 
lated to consist in this representation, having been deigned 
to be equal, easy, practicable, and complete. 
ceased to be so; when the representative ceased to have 
connection with the constituent, and was either dependent 
on the Crown or the aristocracy, there was a defect in the 
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frame of representation, and it is not innovation, but 

recovery of constitution, to repair it> • ■ . 

It is perfectly understood, timt there arc some horoiighs 
absolutely governed by the Treasury, and others totally 
possessed by them. It requires Jio cx]ierioncc to say thnt 
such boroughs have no one quality of representation in. 
them; they have no share nor substance in the general 
interests of the country; and they have in fact no stake 
for which to appoint their guardians in the popular 
assembly. The influeiico of llio ITcasury in some 
boroughs is contested, not by the electors of these 
boroughs, but by some one or other powerful man, who 
assumes or pretends to an hereditary property of whnt 
ought only to be the rights and privileges of llic electors. 
The interests of the Treasury are considered tis well as 
the interests of the great man, the lord or the commoner 
who has connection with tite borough; but tlio interests 
of the people, the rights of the electors, are the only 
things that never are attended to, nor taken into tho 
account. Will any man say that, in this case, there is the 
most distant idea or principle of rcpre.scnlaiioii7 There 
are other boroughs whicli have now, in fact, no actual 
existence, but in the return of members to the HousCh 
T hey have no existence in properly, in population, in 
trade, in weight. There arc hardly any men in (ho borough 
wlio have a right to vote; and they are the slaves and 
subjects of a person who claims the property of the 
borough, and who in fact makes the return. This also is 
no representation, nor any thing like it. 

Another set of boroughs tmd (owns, in the lofty pos- 
session of English freedom, claim to Ihcmsclvcs the right 
of bringing their votes to market. They have no other 
market, no other property, and no other stake in the 
country, than the properly and price which they procure 
for their votes. Such boroughs are the most dangerous 
of all others. So far from consulting tlic inlercsts of their 
country in the choice which they make, they hold out 
their borough to the best purchaser, and, in fact, tlrcy 
belong more to the nabob of Arcot than they do to the 
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people of Great Britain. They are cities and boroughs 
more within the jurisdiction of the Carnatic than the 
limits of the Empire of Great Britain; and it is a fact 
pretty well known, and generally understood, that the 
nabob of Arcot has no less than seven or eight members 
in this House. Such boroughs, then, are sources of cor- 
ruption; they give rise to an inundation of corrupt 
wealth, and corrupt members, who have no regard nor 
connection, either for or with the people of this kingdom. 
It has always been considered, in all nations, as the 
greatest source of danger to a kingdom, when a foreign 
influence is suffered to creep into the national councils. 
The fact is clear, that the influence of the nabobs of India 
is great; why then may not your imaginations point out 
to you another most probable circumstance that may 
occur, the danger of which would be evident, as soon as 
mentioned? May not a foreign State in enmity with this 
country, by meatis of these boroughs, procure a party of 
men to act for them under the mask and character of 
members of this House? . . . 

It has been thought by some, that the best means of 
effecting a more near relation between the representatives 
and the people, is to take from the decayed and corrupt 
boroughs a part of their members, and add them to those 
places which have more interest and stake in the country. 
Another mode of making the connection between the 
representative and Constitution more lively and intimate, 
is to bring the former more frequently before the electors, 
by shortening the duration of Parliament. But all these 
propositions I will beg leave, for the present, to omit 
entirely, and to deliver the matter to the Committee to 
be chosen free from all suggestions whatever, that they 
may exercise their own judgment, and collect, from the 
lights which they will receive, full and complete informa- 
tion on the subject. I will therefore content myself with 
saying, that having mentioned the manner in which I 
will take the liberty of proposing to institute this enquiry, 
, I hope that I shall be forgiven for taking up this important 
business. The matter of complaint is clear to me; and I 
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am strengthened in my oiiinion from the advice of s^e 
of the first and greatest characters in the kingdom. Tho 
assistance which I have received, I acknowledge with 
gratitude, as it fortified my mind in regard to the opinions 
which I have formed on tlie subject. It was also the 
opinion of many respectable characters, now no more, 
and particularly of one, of whom every member m tlie 
House can speak with more fiecdom tiian myself. [His 
father, the earl of Chatham.] That person was not apt 
to indulge vague and chimerical speculations, incon- 
sistent with practice and expediency. I personally know, 
that it was the opinion of that person, that without re- 
curring to first principles in this respect, and establishing 
a more solid and equal representation of the people, by 
which the proper constitutional connection .slioiild be 
revived, this nation, with the best capacities for grandeur 
and happiness of any on the face of the cartli, must be 
confounded with the mass of those whoso liberties were 
lost in the corruption of the people. 

With regard to the time at which I have brought it on, 
I am convinced that it is the most proper and seasonable 
moment that can be imagined, If it had been brought 
forward during an eager opposition to tlio measures of 
government, it might have been considered as the object 
of spite, or peevishness; and if under such circumstances 
we had prevailed, it would have been said to be carried 
by assault. But now there is no division of sentiment; 
His Majesty’s Ministers respect the voice of the people, 
and are anxiously bent on the reformation of Parliament. 
If there is any division of opinion at all, it is about tho 
means of accomplishing the object. I conclude with 
moving, ‘That a committee be appointed to enquire into 
the present State of the Representation of the Commons 
of Great Britain in parliament, to report tho same to 
the House, and likewise what steps in their opinion it 
may be proper for parliament to take concerning the 
same.’ 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE 
WILLIAM PITT 
House of Commons, 7 May 1783 
(23 Pari. Hist., 829 ff.) 

[PnT followed up his motion of the previous year by 
submitting Resolutions dealing with Reform, They were 
negatived by a majority of 144 votes.] 

An Englishman, who should compare the flourishing 
state of his country some twenty years ago with the state 
of humiliation in which he now beholds her, must be 
convinced that the ruin which he now deplores, having 
been brought on by slow degrees, and almost impercep- 
tibly, proceeded from something radically wrong in the 
Constitution. Of the existence of a radical error no one 
seems to doubt; nay, almost all are so clearly satisfied of 
it, that various remedies have been devised by those who 
wish most heartily to remove it. 

The House itself has discovered, that a secret influence 
of the Crown is sapping the very foundation of liberty by 
corruption: the influence of the Crown has been felt 
within these walls, and has often been found strong 
enough to stifle the sense of duty, and to over-rule the 
propositions made to satisfy the wishes and desires of 
the people; the House of Commons (in former Parlia- 
ments) has been base enough to feed the influence that 
enslaved its members: and thus was at one time the 
parent and the offspring of corruption. This influence, 
however, has risen to such a height, that men are ashamed 
any longer to deny its existence, and the House has at 
length been driven to the necessity of voting that it ought 
to be diminished. 

Various are the expedients that have been thought oi, 
in order to effect so salutary a purpose as is that of 
guarding against this influence; of shutting against it the 

480 F 
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doors of tInU House, where, if it once «ol footing, after 
Iho Resolution alluded to, liberty could no longer Hnd 
aw asylum. The Mouse of (’onimonN. which, accorUing 
to the true spirit of the Const itu I ion, .should he H,o 
guardian of the people’s freedom, the constitutional 
check and control over the executive power, would, 
through this inlliiencc, degenerate into a mere engiiio nf 
tyranny and oppression, to ricstroy the Conslitution in 
encct, though it .sljould, in its outward form, .still reioniii. 

Among tile various expedient.s that have been devised 
to bar the enlraucc of .such inlluence Into that House, I 
have heard principally of three. tJne is, to exlciui the 
right of voting for mcmlier.s to serve in I'arlidmeiu, which 
is now so continert, to all the inhabitants of the king- 
dom ifulLscriminalely, .so (hat every man, without the 
distinction of freeholder, oi* freeman of a corporulion, 
shall have the IVanehise of a vole for a person to represent 

him in PaiiiameiU: and this mode, I undeislaiKi, Is 

thought by those who palroni/e it to bo tiie only one 
that is consistent with true liberty in a lice conslitution, 
where every one ought to be governed iiy those law.s only 
to which all have aciuidly given their consent, cither in 
person, or by (heir representative. I'or myself, V utterly 
reject and condemn this motle, which it is impossihio for 
me to adopt without libelling those lonowned rorcfallicrs 
who had framed the Constilution in the fulness of their 
wisdom and fashioned it for the governmonl of freemen, 
not of slaves. Jf this doctrine .shall olilain, nearly one 
half of the people must In fact he slaves; for it is ubso- 
lutcly impossible that this Idea of giving to every man a 
right of voting, iiowcvcr liiiely It may appear in theory, 
cun ever be reduced to piactico. Hut, though It were even 
practicable, .stilt one half of the nation would be slaves; 
for all those who vote for the 'unsuccessful candinEutcs 
cannot, in the slric(iic.ss of this doctrine, lie said to be 
represented in Parliament; and therefore they arc gov- 
erned by laws to which they give not tlieir assent, either 
in person or by representatives; consei[iiently, accoriling 
to the ideas of the friends to this exiiedlent, all those who 
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vote for imsucccssful camlUlutcs must be slaves; nay, it 
is oftentimes still hariicr with those wlio are members of 
Parliament, who arc made slaves also, aiicl arc governed 
by laws to which they not only have not given their con- 
sent, but against which they have actually voted. 

For my pari, my idea of representation is this, that 
the members once chosen, and returned to Parliament, 
arc, in cdect, the representatives of the people at large, 
as well of those who do not vote at all, or who, having 
voted, give their votes against them, as of those by whose 
sulfrages they arc actually seated in llic House. This 
being therefore my principle I cannot consent to an inno- 
vation founded on doctrines subversive of liberty, which 
in reality go so far as to say, that this House of Commons 
is Jiot, and (hat no House of Commons ever has been, a 
true and constitutional representation of the people; for 
no House of Commons has yet been elected by all the 
men in the kingdom. Tlie country has long prospered, 
and has even attained (ho summit of glory, though this 
doctrine has never been embraced; and I hope that no 
one will ever attempt to introduce it into the laws of 
England, or treat it in any other light than as a mere 
speculative proposition, that may be good in theory, but 
wJiich it would be absurd and chimerical to endeavour to 
reduce to practice. 

The sccoiul expedient I Iiavo heard of, is to abolish the 
franchise which several boroughs now enjoy, of returning 
members to servo in Parliament. Tlicse places arc known 
by tile favourite, popular appellation of rotten boroughs, I 
confess tliat there is something very plausible in this idea; 
but still I tun not ready to adopt it; I iiold these boroughs 
in the light of tlcformitics, which in some degree disfigured 
the fabric of (he Constitution, but whicli 1 fear cannot be 
removed without endangering the whole pile. It is true 
that the representation of (he people cannot bo perfect, 
nay, it cannot be good, unless the interests ol (he repre- 
senlativcs and the represented arc the same; the moment 
they become diircrcnt, from that moment the liberty of 
the people is in danger; because those wlio ought to bo 
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the guardians of it may I’md tlicir accouiU in clrcum, 
scribing it within narrower limits tium (he Clonstitution 
marks out, or in carrying llirouglt measures, wliich nmy 
in the end effectually destroy it. It must he admitted, 
from a variety of circumstances, which it i.s unnccessnry 
for me at present to explain, that though (ho members 
returned by boroughs may he for tlic present tlic brigivtest 
patterns of patriotism and liberty, still there is no doubt 
but that borough members, considered in the abstract, 
arc more liable to the operation of that innuenee, which 
every good man wishes to .see destroyed in this House, 
than those members who arc returiietl by llio counties; 
and therefore, though I am afraid to cut up llie roots of 
this influence by disfranchising the boroughs, because I 
am afraid of doing more luirin than good by using a 
remedy that may be thought wor.se than the disease, still 
I think it my duty to counteract, if iiossiblc, (hat inlluoncc, 
the instriimen(,s of which I am afraid to remove. The 
boroughs ought to be considered not only as places of 
franchise, but also as places where the franchise is in 
some measure connected with properly by burgage 
tenure; and, therefore, as I am unwilling to dissolve the 
boroughs, I would endeavour to defeat the effect of 
undue innuenee in them, by introducing and eslablEsh- 
ing a counterbalance, that should keep it down and pre- 
vent it from ruining the conn try. 

This brings me naturally to the third expedient, that 
I have often heard mentioned; which is to arid a certnin 
number of members to tlic House, who shoukl be re- 
turned by the counties and the metropolis. It is unneces- 
sary for me to say, that the county mcmbcis, in general, 
are almost necessarily taken from that class ami descrip- 
tion of gentlemen tlic least liable to the seduction of 
corrupt influence, the most deeply interested in the liberty 
and prosperity of the country, and, consctiuoiUly, the 
most likely to pursue sueh measures, a.s appear to them 
the most salutary to their country: in the liands of such 
men, the liberties of their constituents woiikl bo safe, 
because the interests of sucii representatives, and the 
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repi'esented, must necessarily be the same. This expedient 
appears to me the most fit to be adopted^ because it is 
the least objectionable; it has the merit of promising an 
eflectual counterbalance to the weight of the boroughs, 
without being an innovation in the form of the Constitu- 
tion. I will not then say what number of members ought 
to be added to the counties; I will leave that to be inserted 
in a Bill, which, if the Resolutions I mean to propose shall 
pass, I intend to move for leave to bring in; I, however, 
will say that, in my opinion, the number ought not lo 
be under one Juuidred. It is true, I think the House will 
then be more numerous than I could wish; but still it 
were better it should be so, than that the liberty of the 
country should be exposed to destruction from the baleful 
influence of the Crown in the boroughs, 

I am not, however, without an expedient, by degrees, 
lo reduce the number of members, even after the addi- 
tion, down to nearly the present number: my expedient 
is this; that whenever it shall bo proved before the tri- 
bunal, which happily is now established by law, to try 
the merits of contested elections, that the majority of 
any borough has been bribed and corrupted, the borough 
shall then lose the privilege of sending members of Parlia- 
ment; the corrupt majority shall be disfranchised, and 
the honest minority be permitted to vote at elections for 
knights of the shire. By this expedient, I am sure the 
boroughs will be preserved free from corruption; or else 
they must be abolished gradually, and the number of 
members of this House be reduced to its present standard. 
This disfranchising of boroughs would be the work of 
time; the necessity of disfranchising any one, whenever 
that necessity should appear, wonlci sanctify the measure; 
it would appear to be, what, in faict, it would then be, an 
act of justice, not of whim, party, or caprice, as it would 
be founded not on surmise, but on the actual proof of 
guilt. 
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CONSTITUENTS AND MEMBERS 
CHARLES JAMES FOX 
House of Commons^ 26 May 1797 
(33 Purl Hist. 70f) ff.) 

[Debate on Grey’s motion for Reform, which was lost 
by a large majority. Fox’s remarks on Reform inckulcd 
some important views on the relation between members 
and their constituents. CE No. 76.] 

It is a notable argument, that because we do not find, 
at the general election, very material changes in the repre- 
sentation, the sentiments of tlic people continue the same, 
in favour of the war, ami in favour of FI is Majesty’s 
Ministers. The very ground of the present discussion 
gives the answer to this argument. Why do we agitate 
the question of parliamentary reform? Why, but because 
a general election docs not afford to the people the means 
of expressing their voice; because this Mouse is not a 
sufficient representative of the people. Gentlemen are 
fond of arguing in this circle. When we contend that 
Ministers have not the confidence of the people, they tell 
us that Parliament is the faithful representatives of the 
sense of the country. When we assert that tlic represen- 
tation is defective, and show, from the petitions to the 
Tlirone, that the House does not speak the voice of the 
people, they turn to the general election, and say, that at 
this period they had an opportunity of choosing faithful 
organs of their opinion; and because very little or no 
change has taken place in the representation, the sense 
of the people must be the same. 

Sir, it is vain for gentlemen to shelter themselves by 
this mode of reasoning, Wo assert, that under the present 
form and practice of elections, we cannot expect to sec 
any remarkable change produced by a general election. 
We must argue from experience. Let us look back to the 
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period of the American war. It will not be denied by the 
right hon. Gentleman, that towards the end of that war, 
it became extremely unpopular, and that the King’s 
Ministers lost the confidence of the nation. In the year 
1780 a dissolution took place, and then it was naturally 
imagined by superficial observers, who did not examine 
the real state of representation, that the people would 
have returned a Parliament that would have unequivo- 
cally spoken their sentiments on the occasion. What was 
the case? I am able to speak with considerable precision. 
At that time I was much more than I am at present in 
the way of knowing personally the individuals returned, 
and of making an accurate estimate of the accession 
gained to the popular side by that election. I cim take 
upon me to say, that the change was very small indeed: 
not more than three or four persons were added to the 
number of those who had from the beginning opposed 
the disastrous career of the Ministers in that war. . . . 

It has often been a question, both within and without 
these walls, how far representatives ought to be bound 
by the instructions of their constituents. It is a question 
upon which my mind is not altogether made up, though 
I own I lean to the opinion, that, having to legislate for 
the Empire, they ought not to be altogether guided by 
instructions that may be dictated by local interests. I 
cannot, however, approve of the very ungracious manner 
in which I sometimes hear expressions of contempt of 
the opinion of constituents. They are made with a vei7 
bad grace in the first session of a septennial Farliamentf 
particularly if they should come from individuals who 
in the concluding session of a former Parliament did not 
scruple to court the favour of the very same constituents, 
by declaring that they voted against their conscience in 
compliance with their desire, as was the case of ari hon. 
alderman of the city of London. But, Sir, there is one 
class of constituents whose instructions it is considered 
ns the implicit duty of members to obey. When gentlemen 
represent populous towns and cities, then it is a disputed 
point, whetlicr they ought to obey their voice, or follow 
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the dictates of their own conscience; but, if they represent 
a noble lord or a noble duke, llicn it becomes no longer 
a question of doubt; and he is not considered us a innn 
of honour who docs not implicitly obey the orders of n 
single constituent, Ho is to iuivc no conscience, no 
liberty, no discretion of his own, ho is sent lierc by my 
lord this, or the duke of that, and if ho does not obey tlio 
instructions he receives, he is not to be considered ns a 
man of honour and a gcnllcmun. Sucii is the mode of 
reasoning that prevails in this House? Is this fair? is 
there any reciprocity in this conduct? Is a gentleman to 
be permitted, without dishonour, to act in opposition to 
the sentiments of the city of London, of the city of West- 
minster, or of Bristol; but if lie dares to disagree with 
the duke, or lord, or baronet, whose representative he is, 
he must be considered as unfit for the society of men 
of honour. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE 
LORD JOHN RUSSELL {afterwards Earl Russell) 
House of Commons, 1 March 1831 
(2 PnrL Deb., 3 s., 1062 IT.) 

[Lord John Russell’s speech introducing the ministerial 
plan for Reform was most effective in its clement of sur- 
prise. The Opposition were amazed at what they regarded 
as the daring extent of the plan; and Peel has been de- 
scribed as, at the end of the speech, burying his head in 
his hands, overcome with mortification.] 

It will not be necessary, on this occasion, that I should 
go over tile arguments which have been so often urged 
in favour of parliamentary Reform: but it is due to the 
question, lliat I should state shortly the chief points of 
the general argument on whicii tiie reformers rest their 
claim. Looking at the question, then, as a question of 
right, the ancient Statutes of Edward 1st contain the 
germ and vital principle of our political Constitution, 
The 25 th of Edward 1st, ch. 6, declares, in the name of 
the King, that ‘for no business from henceforth we should 
lake such manner of aids, tasks, nor prizes, but by the 
common assent of the realm, and for the common profit 
thereof, saving the ancient aids and prizes due and accus- 
tomed.’ The 34tli Edward 1st, commonly called the 
Statute dc Tallagio Non Concedendo, provides, ‘that no 
tallage or aid shall bo taken or levied, by us or our heirs, 
in our realm, without the good will and assent of arch- 
bishops, bishops, carls, barons, knights, burgesses, and 
otlier freemen of the land.’ Although some historical 
doubts have been thrown upon the authenticity of this 
Statute, its validity in point of law is asserted in the Peti- 
tion of Rights, was allowed by the Judges in the case of 
Hampden, and is, in fact, the foundation of the Consti- 
tution, as it has existed since the days of the Stuarts. 
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To revert again, for a moment, to ancient times; the 
consent of the commonalty of the lantl, thus declared 
necessary for the grant of any aid or lax, was collected 
from their representatives consisting of two knights from 
each county, from each city two citizens, and from every 
borough two burgesses. For 250 ycai's, the constant 
number of boroughs so sending their representatives was 
about 120. Some thirty or forty others occasionally exer- 
cised or discontinued that practice or privilege, as they 
rose or fell in wealth and importance. How this con- 
struction of the House of Commons underwent various 
changes, till the principle on which it was founded was 
lost sight of, I will not now detain the House by explain- 
ing. There can be no doubt, however, that at the begin- 
ning of the period I have alluded to, the House of 
Commons did represent the people of England. No man 
of common sense pretends that this Assembly now repre- 
sents the commonalty or people of England. If it be a 
question of right, therefore, right is in favour of Reform. 

Let us now look at the question as one of reason. 
Allow me to imagine, for a moment, a stranger from 
some distant country, who should arrive in England to 
examine our institutions. All the information he had 
collected would have told him that this country was 
singular for the degree which it had attained in wealth, 
in science, and in civilization. He would have learned, 
that in no country have the arts of life been carried fur- 
ther, nowhere the inventions of mechanical skill been 
rendered more conducive to the comfort and prosperity 
of mankind. He would have made himself acquainted 
with Its fame in history, and above all, )tc would have 
been told, that the proudest boast of this celebrated 
country was Its political freedom. If, in addition to this, 
he had heard that once in .six years this country, so wise, 
so renowned, so free, cho.se its representatives to sit in 
the great Council, where all the ministerial ulVairs were 
discussed and determined, ho would not be a little curious 
to see the process by which so important and solemn an 
operation was eiTected. What then would be his surprise, 
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if he were taken by his guide, whom he had asked to 
conduct him to one of the places of election, to a green 
mound and told, that this green mound sent two inembers 
to Parliament — or, to be taken to a stone wall, with three 
niches in it, and told that these three niches sent two 
members to Parliament — or, if he were shown a green 
park, with many signs of flourishing vegetable life, but 
none of human habitation, and told that this green park 
sent two members to Parliament? But his surprise would 
increase to astonishment if he were carried into the north 
of England, where he would see large flourishing towns, 
full of trade and activity, containing vast magazines of 
wealth and manufactures, and were told that these places 
had no representatives in the Assembly which was said 
to represent the people. Suppose him, after all, for I 
will not disguise any part of the case, suppose hini to 
ask for a specimen of popular election, and to be carried, 
for that purpose, to Liverpool; his surprise would be 
turned into disgust at the gross venality and corruption 
which he would find to pervade the electors. After seeing 
all this, would he not wonder that a nation which had 
made such progress in every kind of knowledge, and 
which valued itself for its freedom, should permit so 
absurd and defective a system of representation any 
longer to prevail? 

But whenever arguments of this kind have been urged, 
it lias been replied, and Mr. Canning placed his opposi- 
tion to Reform on this ground, ‘We agree, that the House 
of Commons is not, in fact, sent here by the people—we 
agtee that, in point of reason, the system by which it is 
sent is full of anomaly and absurdity— but Government 
is a matter of experience, and so long as the People are 
satisfied with the actual working of the House of Com- 
mons, it would be unwise to embark in theoretical 
change.’ Of this argument, I confess, I always felt the 
weight, and so long as the people did no^t answer the 
appeals of the friends of Reform, it was indeed an argu- 
ment not to be resisted. But what is the case at this 
moment? The whole people call loudly for Reform. 
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That confidence, whatever it was, whicli formerly existed 
in the constitution of this House, exists no longer— it is 
completely at an end. Whatever may be thought of the 
particular acts of the House of Commons, I repeat that 
the confidence of the country in the construction and 
constitution of the House of Commons is gone— and 
gone for ever. I would say more— I allirm that it would 
be easier to transfer the flourishing manufactories of 
Leeds and Manchester to Gallon and Old Sarum, than 
to re-establish the confidence and sympathy between this 
House and those whom it culls its constilueiils, 

I end this argument, therefore, by saying, that if the 
question be one of right, right is in favour of Reform— 
if it be a question of reason, reason is in favour of Reform 
—if it be a question of policy and expediency, policy and 
expediency speak, loudly for Reform. 

[Lord John Russell proceeded to outline the provisions 
oftheBill.] 

It is my opinion , . . that the whole measure will add 
to the constituency of the Commons House of Parlia- 
ment, about half a million of persons, and these all con- 
nected with the property of tlic country, having a valuable 
stake amongst us, and deeply interested in our institu- 
tions. They are the persons upon whom wo can depend 
in any future struggle in wliich this nation may be en- 
gaged, and who will maintain and support Parliament 
and the Throne in carrying that struggle to a successful 
termination. I think that those measures will produce a 
farther benefit to the people, by the great incilcincnt 
which it will occasion to iiulustry and good conduct. 
For when a man finds, that by industrious exertion, and 
by punctuality, he will entitle himself to a place in the 
list of voters, he will have an additional motive to improve 
his circumstances, and to preserve his character amongst 
his neighbours. I think, therefore, that in adding to the 
constituency, we are providing for the moral as well as 
for the political improvement of the country. . . . 

^ I shall be told in the first place, that wo overturn the 
institutions of our ancestors. I maintain, that in departing 
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from the letter, \vc preserve tlie spirit of those institu- 
tions, Our opponents say, our ancestors gave Old Sarum 
representatives, therefore we should give Old Sarum re- 
presentatives. — We say, our ancestors gave Old Sarum 
representatives, because it aw a large town; therefore 
we give representatives to Manchester, which is a large 
town. I think we are acting more as our ancestors would 
have acted, by letting in representatives for our grpt 
commercial and manufacturing towns, than by excluding 
such representatives, I may be told, that the proposed 
Reform is contrary to the principle of Parliament, as 
settled at the time of the Revolution; and Mr. Burke 
may be quoted in support of the proposition, that as the 
same places continue to send representatives, the principle 
of the Constitution must be the same. But whilst I 
acknowledge Mr. Burke’s traiiscendant ability and um 
equalled powers of reasoning, I cannot approve of his 
mode of arguing this question. lie might as well have 
held, that the principles of the Roman Empire in the 
time of Augustus, were the same as the principles of the 
Roman Republic in tlie days of the first Brutus, as to 
say, that because Old Sarum, from its size and importance 
in the time of Edward 3rd, sent representatives to Parlia- 
ment, it should continue to send those representatives, 
or else we should^ no longer follow up the principle of oui 
ancestors in forming the constitution of this House. 

It has been asserted also, if a Reform were to be 
effected, that many men of great talents, who nov/ get 
into this House for close boroughs, would not be able to 
procure seats. I have never entertained any apprehen- 
sions of the sort, for I believe that no Reform that can 
be introduced will have the effect of preventing wealth, 
probity, learning, and wit, from having their proper 
influence upon elections. My learned and hon. Friend 
near me. his Majesty’s Attorney General, is an illustrious 
instance that, in large and populous boroughs, lawyers 
of eminence, and gentlemen of great talents and public 
spirit, will be spontaneously chosen. 

It may be said, too, that one great and injaiioiis effect 
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of the measures I propose will be to destroy tiic power 
and privileges of the aristocracy. This I ilcny. I utterly 
deny that this plan can have any such cflccl. Wherever 
the aristocracy reside, receiving large incomes, perform- 
ing important duties, relieving the poor by cluirlty, mid 
evincing private worth and public virtue, it is not in 
human nature that they should not possess a great influ- 
ence upon public opinion, and have an equal weight in 
electing persons to serve tlieir country in Pfirliamcnt. 
Tlioiigh such persons may not Jiavo the direct nomination 
of members under this Bill, I contend that they will have 
as much influence as they ought to liavc. But if by aris- 
tocracy those persons are meant who do not live among 
the people, who know nothing of tlio people, and who 
care nothing for them — who seek honours without merit, 
places without duty, and pensions wltliout service— for 
such an aristocracy I have no sympathy; and I think, the 
sooner its influence is carried away with the corruption 
on which it has thriven, the better for the country, in 
which it has rejMessed so long every wliolesomc iinU 
invigorating influence. 

Language has been held on this subject, winch I hope 
will not be heard in future. A call has been made upon 
the aristocracy — all who are connected witii it hiivc been 
summoned to make a stand against the people. Some 
persons have even ventured to say, that they, by their 
numerical strength, could put down what they call sedi- 
tion, But the question at issue docs not respect the 
putting clown of scclillon, The real question is, whether, 
without some large measure of Reform, the business of 
the country can be carried on with the confidence and 
the support of the people? I shall not ask whether you 
r^ist Reform, but I say that it has become a question 
whether or not the Conslilulion would now perish if 
Reform be doferred. 

This House, in its iinrcformcd slate, has nothing to 
look to but the sympathy, conliclonce and support of the 
Reform, that sympathy will be 
withheld— that support will be denied. I ask you, then, 
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whellier, when His Majesty’s Ministers are convinced 
that Reform is necessary, and when they have the appro- 
bation of their gracious Sovereign for bringing this propo- 
sition before the House; when they declare that Reform 
is indispensable; when multitudes of petitions pour upon 
your Table, and myriads of voices out of doors put forth 
a just request for Reform — will this House say, ‘ We are 
the judges of our own honesty, we despise the advice of 
the Crown, and disregard at once the warning of Minis- 
ters and the demands of the people, whom we profess 
to represent’? Will this House say, ‘We will keep our 
power, keep it how we may; we regard not the petitions 
of the people, and arc ready to abide by all the conse- 
quences of our refusal’? 

I appeal, Sir, in my turn, to the aristocracy. The gentle- 
men of England have never been found wanting in any 
great crisis. When the country was engaged in war 
against the national enemy — when the honour and secu- 
rity of the country were assailed — they were ever fore- 
most. When burthens were to be borne, they were ever 
as ready to bear their share as any other class of the com- 
munity. I ask them now, when a great sacrifice is to be 
made, to show their generosity— to convince the people 
of their public spirit — and to identify themselves for the 
future with the people. Upon the gentlemen of England, 
then, I call. I ask them to come forwpd, and, by their 
conduct on this occasion, to give security to the Throne, 
stability to Parliament and the Constitution, and strength 
and peace to the country. 
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SIR ROBERT PEEL 
House of Couvmust 6 July 1831 
(4 Pori, Deb., 3 s,, 8!)0 (1'.) 

[Debate on the Secojicl Reading of the Rcfonn Bill 
which was passed in the House of Conimons by a majority 
of 136 votes. This debate was subsequent to the general 
election of May 1831. Before the election, the Bill had 
passed its Second Reading in the f loiise of Commons by 
one vote.] 

I have been uniformly ojjposed to Reform upon prin- 
ciple, because I was unwilling to open a door which I saw 
no prospect of being able to close; it was not because I 
thought that the transfer of the franchise from East 
Retford to Manchester might be in itself injurious, but 
because I was of opinion that a Government which should 
unsettle the minds of the people upon this subject would 
be responsible for the consequences that must result. I 
certainly was one of those who opposed the giving 
representatives to Manchester, and to other large towns; 
because I thought the advantage of suclt a measure not 
sufficient to counterbalance the evil of altering the Con- 
stitution of Parliament, and agitating the public mind on 
the question of Reform. And if it be truly said, that the 
demand for Reform lias been a steadily increasing de- 
mand, if it be the fact that nothing short of this Bill will 
give the least satisfaction, surely I was justified in doubt- 
ing whether the grant of members to three or four large 
owns would stay the public appetite for Reform, and 
whether it would not prove the commencement, rather 
han the close, of the discussion. 

I do not admit, however, that the settled opinion of 
his country is fixed, and permanently decided, in favour 
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on their part; and I deeply regret that the sober and 
temperate judgment of the people has been disturbed by 
a variety of causes. But, Sir, if this feeling be such ns we 
have heard it represented, and if it shall permanently 
endure, I am then ready to admit, that no Government 
can go on without enacting such measures as shall alle- 
viate and remove that intense feeling. But all I ask is 
time for deliberation upon a question of such vital impor- 
tance; I say, do not rely upon this temporary excitement 
— do not allow that to be your only guide — do not force 
this Reform Bill upon the country, upon the assumption 
that the unanimous voice of the people demands it. I 
doubt the existence of any such grounds; and if you do 
find hereafter that you have been mistaken— if you find 
that the people have only been acting under an excitement 
produced by temporary causes—if they are already .sober- 
ing down from their enthusinsin for the tlays of July, lot 
the House remeniber, that when the steady good sense 
and reason of the people of England shall return, tliey will 
be the first to reproach us with the baseness of having 
sacrificed the Constitution in the vain hope of conciliating 
the favour of a temporary burst of popular feeling; they 
will be the first to biamo us for deferring this question 
to popular opinion, instead of acting upon our own 
judgment, 

For my own part, not seeing the necessity for this 
Reform, doubting much whether the demand for Reform 
is so urgent, and doubting still more whether, if carried, 
this measure can bo n permanent one, I give my con- 
scientious opposition to this Bill. In rloing this, I feel 
the rnore confident, because the Bill docs not fulfil the 
conditions recommended from tlic Throne— because it 
is not founded on the acknowledged principles of the 
Constitution — because it does not give security to the 
prerogatives of the Crown — because it does not guarantee 
the legitimate rights, iiidiienccs, and privileges of both 
Houses of Parliament— because it is not calculated to 
render secure and permanent the Iiappincss and pros- 
perity of the people— and above all, because it subverts 
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a system of Government which has combined security 
to personal liberty, and protection to property, with 
viaout in the executive power of the State, in a more 
perfect degree than ever existed in any age, or m any 
other country of the world. 
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RHFOUM ()!■ THE lU^ANCIIISE 
DUKE OF m-UJNG'WN 
Hoitxc of Lords’, 4 October IH3} 

(7 Part. Ddu, 3 s., I1<I8 IJ’,) 

[Di’iiATii in the Mouse of Lords on the Second Rending 
of the Reform Bill. TIic Lords rejecicd the Bill by i\ 
majority of 41 votes.] 

Taking the whole view of this system orieiire.seiilnlioii 
to be cstablisiicd in Hnglaiid, Scotland, and Irclami, I 
cannot but consider that the Mouse of Commons l etiin^ctl 
by it will be a democratical assembly of the worst de.serip- 
lion; that Radical Rcfoim, Vote by Ballot, aiui all the 
evil consequences to be exjiceted from the deliberations 
of such an assembly, imist follow from its establisiimcnt. 
1 entreat your Lordships to pause before you agree to 
establish .such a .sy.stcm in your country. 

But wo are told that tijc peojile wish for this measure; 
and when we cxprc.ss our sense of the dangoi' which at- 
tends it on account of the democratical j>ower wliich it 
tends to establish, tui endeavour is made to calm our 
apprehensions by the assurance that the people arc at- 
tached to tlie Government of King, Lords, and Commons. 

If wo are to rely upon that feeling of the people - if wo 
are to adopt this measure because it is the pleasure of the 
people, and because they are attached to the Government 
of King, Lords, and Commons, wiiy do wo not at oiico 
adopt the measure wlueh we know that the people j^refer 
menu Radical Reform; that is to say, Universal 
Suffrage, Vote by Ballot, and Annual Parliaments? If 
we are to make a change, there can bo no reason for not 
going the full length that the people wish, if we can be 
sure that the measure will not injure llio Government, 
that to which they arc allachcd, of King, Lords, and 
Commons. 
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But, before wc go furlUcr, it is clcsirublc that we should 
examine what is the Government of King, Louis, and 
Commons, as established in this Kingdom, In this 
Government the King is at the head of ‘ ^ 

the power is in his hands. He is the liead of the Chmch, 
l ie head of the law. Justice is administered in his name. 

He is the protector of the peace of 
of its political negotiations, and of its aimed foice 
nnt a shilling of public money can be expended without 
Ws m-der and signature. But. notwithstanding these im- 
Lse powers, the King can do nothing that is contrary 
to law, or to the engagements of himself 
cessors The King calls Parliament to assist him wit i it 
rmmscls dc arduis rcgiil, and those arc responsible for 
his acts who carry them into execution. His Ministers 
a c JespoTisiblc not only for the legality, but or the pru- 
dence and fitness of his acts. To whom arc ihcy respon- 
sible? To this, and tlic other House of Parliament, to the 
lat er principally, on account of the greater activity of 
Us h q ito ial account of its possessing ex- 

ctaSy po'wer of tl» m,®, I'Sc to 

Every act of tlic Government, or of the King, is heme to 
be brought under discussion in, and is, m fact, controlled 
hv the House of Commons; and, for this reason alone, it 
Is imnoVZt titat wo sliotilcl consitlof of wl.nt dcsonplion 

of mill tlio House of Commons “ZSiitMy 

when wc are discussing a question ol I 
Reform in order that wo may be qiule certain ^ 
will exercise tlicir high functions with wisdom and dis- 

“‘ibii your Lordships to consider wlmt are the ‘l«estions 
wi iohin every week, and on every day, “Z“ 

IhecliscussionorthoIIouseorConunons-que tio 

ing the honour, the interests, the ^ 

of every individual in the country, which the K’»e is 
boiS bv oath to protect, and in the protection of wl ich 
■ill are cciimlly interested. Tliey are questions legaidiiig 
Ihc proceedings of Courts of Justice, regarding the use of 
tlio pi» and hundreds of others, which occur 
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daily> in which every iiulividiml is interested, I put legis- 
lation out of the question: hut can the King from that 
Throne give to his subjects the necessary protection for 
their rights and property? No, my Lords, It is only by 
the influence of property over the elections of members 
of the House of Commons, and by the Influence of the 
Crown and of this House, and of tlic property of the 
country upon its proceedings that the great powers of 
such a body ns the House of Commons can be exercised 
with discretion and safety. The King could not perform 
the duties of his higli station, nor the House of Lords, if 
the House of Commons were formed on tlic principle 
and plan proposed by this Hill, . . , 

A noble Earl (the Earl of Winchilsca) who lias spoken 
on this side of tlie House, iias made an ob.servntion to 
your Lordships, which well deserves your attention. The 
noble Earl has told you that, if you increase but a little 
the democratic power in the Slate, the step can never be 
witlulrawn. Your Lordships must continue in the same 
course till you have passed through the miseries of a 
revolution, and thence to a military despotism, and the 
evils which attend that system of Government, It is not 
denied that this Bill must increase beyond measure the 
democratic power of the State— that it must constitute 
in the House of Commons a fierce democracy: what must 
be the consequences your Lordships will judge. 

I will not detain your Lordships by adverting to the 
merits of the system of Government which lias existed 
up to the present moment, upon which my opinion is by 
no means altered. No man denies that we luivq enjoyed 
great advantages; that we have enjoyed a larger share of 
happiness, comfort, and prosperity, for a long course 
of years, than were ever enjoyed by any nation; that wo 
have more riches, the largest fortunes, personal as well as 
real, more manufactures and commerce than all the 
nations of Europe taken together; the richest, most ex- 
tensive, most peopled, and most prosperous foreign colo- 
ns and possessions that any nation over possessed. 
There is not an important position in llie world, whether 
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for the purpose of navigation, commerce, or military 

{n which your Lordships are peculiarly 

s^-ssssm 

;,“ rtof Loiclon, fa rcspcot to the gteat revoli.t.00 to be 
“iflTm'SM fa'thinWoB this neroe democracy will be 

SSHSSHfi“~ 

“SSKK.sis.rA= 

abroad. 
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GEORCii: anon: 

Homo of Coimum', 15 Fobnniry WS 
MO 3«., H32n'.) 

[Grotij mtidc no less Ilian six speeches in the House of 
Commons (liidng the 'thirties in his ciuiciivoiir to secure 
the intro duel ion of tlio ballot, Mo cvciUiuilIy {javc im 
the struggle; and Jiis object was only soeured ns he lay 
dying in J 871 . Nearly all the leading statesmen opposed 
the project. Their argninenls do not seem now to bo 
impressive. The alleged lulvnntages of the exercise of tho 
franchise in public were often cited wlicn n stronger 
motive was n desire (liat tho propertied classes slioiild 
maintmii a moral influence over tire mass of the electors.] 

I scaicely vcntui'c to imagine, Sir, that I cun bring nuicli 
new argument to the discussion of tiiis subjeet, in addition 
to that whicii lias been advanced on former occasions, 
lint experience, tlioiigh a severe precept less, is full of 
instruction and clllcacy in iicr teacliing; aiul (Vc,sh as we 
now arc Irom the recollections of the late cJeelion. I liope 
we slinu approach the cxnmination of tho ballot with 
minds more candid and iinprcjudiced tliiin iicreloforc. 
The necessity of tho ease imperatively calls 11(1011 us to do 
so. I propose tile ballot not merely as a fanciail scheme 
for rnaking that whicli is now gootl still bctlcr—not 
merely ns a nicasiirc of insuraiico against cvil.s remote 
ana contingcnt—but ns a remedy against mischiefs, iirc- 
sait, acknowledged, and full of baneful workiag-an 
cJiicicnt remedy against iiuimtdalioii anti bribery. 

bribery and intimidation arc 
sonoiis evils: as little can any one deny that bribery and 
intimidation infect at Cliis niomciU: almost every vein and 
artery of our elective system, and that tho securities wliicli 
we possess against them arc impotent and contemptible. 
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That a remedy against sucii mischiefs is urgently needed 
itands coiifcssccl and obvious to every one; and what 
Second remedy, what otlier measure of any lyroniisc or 
cniciency, has ever been proposed, even by those whose 
aversion to the ballot is most unconquerable? Admitting, 
pven that my reasonings carry with them nothing stronger 
than’a considerable probability-admitting that my pro- 
nosition presents only a fair chance of success, yet what 
k the aUernalive? Why. the aUeriialivc is that bribery 
and intimidation must remain as they arc now, epidemic 
evils permanently entailed upon us beyond all reach of 
cure And I submit that this is a conclusion far too dis- 
couraging to be admitted by any reasonable man, or by 
any sincere patriot while the expedient of the ballot 

"^Tunrbiemne common of late, Sir, since the example 
set by the noble Lord, the member for Stroud [Lord 
John Russell], in his memorable dccUiration on the first 
night of this session, to couple tjic ballot with other 
reforms more frcquciUly thnn ever it was coupled before. 
But the motion which I am now aboat to submit to you 
is for the adoption of vole by ballot singly and simply, 
unaccompanied by any additional measure whatever. I 
have made tliis proposition separately before, and I now 
make it separately again; not because I tlimk that the 
ballot, when applied to an imperfect representative sys- 
tem, will render that system pcifect and fiuiUlcss, not 
because I am insensible to the impovtanco of householder 
suffrage, and triennial Parliaments, for to both these 
c, cstioils I am a warm friend, but hecauso I know tlia 
?ho ballot will of itself rectify the grossest {‘-id inos 
acknowledged abuses which elections now exhibit, and 
because I am prepared to iidvocnle it on reasons 
ing to itself separately and cspccittlly. To lix the extent 
or tho IViuKliiso, 11.0 doralion of 
distribution of the constituency m the way most condu 
civc to good government arc doubtless most important 
problems; but it is a problem distinct Irom al thwe, and 
not at all less essential to appoint such a mode of voting 
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as will prevent abuse and wrong in tlio actual exercise of 
the franchise. Let us make what other arrangements we 
please, still we cannot evade (he consideration of this last 
question on its own peculiar grounds and merits; and 
whether we dctenninc to enlarge the constituency or to 
keep it unaltered, whether we adopt triennial or retain 
septennial Parliaments, in either case it is our imperative 
duty to take the surest precautions for enabling the ex- 
isting electors to give their votes both willi probity in 
regard to the public, and with safely in regard to them- 
selves. This is the question which t now present to (he 
House wlieu I call upon them to decide a 111 rma lively or 
negatively upon the ballot; and I shall think it u material 
improvement if I can abate the nuisances of bribery unci 
intimidation, and rescue voters from temptation and con- 
straint, even though I may slili leave the constituency less 
numerous, and worse distributed than I could desire. 

Besides, Sir, I am prepared to show that the ballot is 
a proposition which may not only be eonsislenlly sup- 
ported, but which ought to be equally supported, both 
by those who advocate and by those who resist a farther 
extension of the suffrage. Not merely because, under 
open voting, the existing electors are exposed to wronfifu I 
interference, to severe personal iiardsliip and vexation, 
and to factitious alluremeiUs, from wliieh it is but com- 
mon justice and common prudence to relievo them, even 
although no farther measures of improvement wero (o 
be combined with that relief, but also for another renson 
of no, less importance. We have at tfiis moment, in round 
numbers nearly 700,000 qualified electors in I lie Unitctl 
Kingdom. There are some who think that this number is 
sufficiently large; there arc others and I am amongst 
them who think that it ought to be oxtoiulcd, But if any 
proposition were made to diminish the prc.sent constitii- 
ency, — if it were proposed to cut down the number of 
electors from 700,000 to 400,000, — most a.ssu redly such 
an attempt would be resisted, both by those who desired 
to adhere to the present franchise, and by those who 
sought to enlarge it. 
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Now Sir look for one moment at the state of the 
rJr and you will see that election, by open voting, is 
Smouni to a very great curtailment of the existing 
eaal franchise; you will see that it is nothing less than a 
Sence of practical disfranchisement to hundreds arid 
housands of electors. It is well known that there is in 
every constituency a considerable fraction of electors 
vuim decline to exercise their political franchise at all, 
hecause they cannot exercise it without giving serious 
See to those whose good-will they dread to forfeit. 
And with regard to many of those who do vote, give me 
Cave to ask, what is the dlfTcrcnce between taking away 
man’s vote altogether, and taking away from liim the 
Ubcrly of voting as ho himself inwardly prefers? What 
1 C Hie difference between depriving a man of his franchise 
and depriving him of that free agency whicii is essential 
to the very itlca and meaning of the franchise? Is not the 
number of genuine and bom fide electors just as tiiuch 
lessened by the one act as the other? Sir, it is but too 
nhhi that by condemning electors to vote openly, you 
Sically extinguish free will and free choice in a very 
K proportion of them-pevhaps not less than one 
third of the whole; and you thus reduce the legal ft an 
chise for all practical and public purposes, to only two 
thirds of its legal extent. It is upon this special pound 
then Sir, that I appeal both to those who desire extension 
of the sulfragc and to those who oppose it, and call upon 
bo h of theni to support my present proposUion. It mus 
te alike the study of both, that the present franchise sha 1 
not be abridged, nor the present voters practically d is- 
ftanchised, And thouBli Hmy m-y ‘‘iff® ^ f 

further extension, at least let them join with me m pro- 
ciiriiiK for voters that measure of protection which is 
3 »Ho P-c.«v<= the present extent o the tadns^ 
without restriction or curlnilment— at least_ let tnem 
guard the votes of the poorer electors from being sucked 
nn into the patrimony of the richer. 

^We arc accustomed to' boast. Sir. that ^ 

representative Government,— that the people of th 
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country dwell under laws made by their own rcpresenia, 
tives in Parliament. Now, as to the main purposes of a 
representative Government, I believe there is little dlQof, 
ence of opinion. The object is to get a House of Corn- 
mons possessing the confidence of the people, chosen by 
the free and deliberate preference of tlieir various con- 
stituencies, and recommended to the esteem of the nation 
at large by the public certainty that they liave been thus 
preferred. This is the grand object for the attainment of 
which the pcojdc are called upon to go through the har- 
assing and costly business of a general election. If yoi,r 
election docs not bring out the genuine, unboiight, un- 
constrained sentiments of the voters, — if it is not publicly 
known to bring out this result and no otliciy— you might 
as well have no election at all; the Institution Is a deceit 
and a failure. 

Such is the object and intention of a representative 
system. And now I ask the Honso whether this object is 
really attained. Docs the practical working of English 
elections produce that result for which alone representn- 
tion exists? Docs it afford to the Natioii at largo legiti- 
mate ground for confidence in the members assembled 
within these walls? I aflirm that it docs not, and that it 
cannot, Sudicient evidence exists of the practices by 
which election returns arc now cffectccl to tieprivc the 
existing system of all title to national esteem and attach- 
ment. It is not, in truth and in fact, and in the faithful use 
of the \yords, a rcprcscntaliyc system. The characteristic 
properties of a representative system are siibdue<l and 
paralysed by a vicious mode of working. It is a .system 
which still preserves the baneful principle of nomination, 
varied, indeed, in the manner of its application, but un- 
altered in substance,— the principle whereby the ehoice 
IS dictated by one person and the vote given by another, — ■ 
an evil which the Reform Act professed to have expelled 
tor ever. I do not moan, of course, to deny that many 
votes arc given, and those, too, by men of all shades of 
political party, which arc perfectly unexceptionable in 
every point of view, and which express nothing but the 
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fair and genuine sentiments of the electors ; but I do mean 
to assert that, with respect to a large proportion of elec- 
torl and a large proportion of votes, this is the very 
reverse of the truth. ... 

You hear it sometimes argued, Sir, that open voting 
makes the elector responsible to the public, and that 
secret voting removes that responsibility. But this is a 
mere abuse of terms; I am prepared to show you that 
there neither is nor can be any responsibility m the case 
Responsibility, in its only legitimate ^ 

to nothing but to the performance of a mans duty, a 
man is responsible when he is liable to loss m the event 
of discharging his duty badly, and when he iy?iotected 
from loss in the event of discharging it well. Now, what 
is the duty of an elector? Simply to dclivw his own 
opinion sincerely and conscientiously,— let him be m the 
Minority or in the majority,-let him agree or disagree 
with whom he may; my neighbour 
charge our electoral duty with equal hdohty, though 
votes for a Tory and I vote for a Radical; it would be 
wrong in him to vote as I do-it would bo wrong in me 
to vote as he does. Now, Sir, this being the sole diUy of 
an elector, will any man tell me that ^ ^ 

makes him responsible for discharging it well? Will any 
man tell me that every elector who votes sincerely and 
conscientiously is protected from loss, and that no elector 
becomes liable to loss except when he votes otherwise? 
The reverse is notoriously the fact; and because the 
reverse is the fact that the ballot is demanded. Let it not 
be pretended, then, that publicity makes an elector re- 
sponsible for the discharge of his duty: all that publicity 
docs is to make him liable to ill usage from diose whom 
hroDPoses and to good usage from those whom he sup- 
porT mo will be found to call this by the imposing 
Sle of responsibility? Why. it is only seduction and 
intimidation under a new name. And not P'jL 

licitv of suffrage contribute nothing to keep a voter i 
right way agaiLt his will (which would be the only object 
of any rLl responsibility), but it tends, most powerfully. 
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to drive him into the wrong way against his will, in a 
contested election, the public are divided into partisans 
on both sides; no one ever takes the least thought about 
the sincerity of votes ; every one tliinks that lie is serving 
the public by multiplying votes on his own side, no matter 
whether these votes represent genuine convictions or not 
It is thus that the real public obligation— the genuine 
electoral conscience— is left destitute of all support or 
guarantee from without, while it is exposed to assault 
and importunity of every kind from those wlioso good 
will or ill will bears closely upon the comforts of the 
elector. Such arc the effects of an open suffrage: so far 
from creating an efficient public responsibility,— so far 
from providing new securities for conscientious voting,— 
it only lets in fresh dangers, and sows factitious seeds’ of 
evil. Let the elector vote in secret, and the path of duty 
becomes at once smooth and easy: he will have no perils 
to defy, and no temptations to resist. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE 
benjamin DISRAELI {afterwards Earl of Beaconsfield} 
House of Commons, 28 February 1859 
(152 Pari, Deb,, 3 s., 966 IT.) 

[Disraeli moved for leave to bring in a Reform BUI. 
His view was that interests, especially local ones, should 
be represented rather than numbers.] 

I believe, there is a general wish among all men of light 
and leading in this country that the solution of this long- 
controverted question should be arrived at; and that if 
public men occupying the position which we now occupy 
feel it their duty to come forward to offer that solution — 
one which I trust in our case will not be based upon any 
mean concession or any temporary compromise, but on 
principles consistent with the spirit of our Constitution, 
which will bear the scrutiny of debate, and which I trust 
may obtain the sympathy of public opinion— I feel per- 
suaded that in the present conjuncture of our political 
world such an attempt will meet from this House a candid 
though a discriminating support. And equally, it may be 
observed, that the public mind of this country has for the 
last quarter of a century, and especially during its latter 
portion, been so habituated to the consideration of all 
questions connected with popular representation, the 
period itself has been so prolific of political phenomena 
for the contemplation and study, and, I may add, the 
instruction of the people of this country, that we are in a 
much more favourable position than the statesmen who 
in 1832 undertook: the great office which then devolved 
upon them, because we address not only a Parliament, 
but a country which has upon this subject the advantage 
of previous knowledge; and all will agree that this greatly 
facilitates both discussion and decision. 

Although some of those who took a leading part in 



THE PEOPLE 


160 

the transactions of 1832, liappily for ns, still sit in both 
Houses of Parliament, yet so long is the space of time 
that has elapsed since those occurrences I think it is not 
impossible to speak of them with something of the can- 
dour of history. I do not doubt that our future records 
will acknowledge that, during some of the most important 
political events of modern history, those events were 
treated with the energy and the resource becoming 
British statesmen. If we judge of the Act of 1832 by its 
consequences, in the measures of this House and iu the 
character of its members, it must be admitted that that 
policy was equal to the emergency it controlled and 
directed. I cannot, indeed, agree with those who attribute 
to the legislation of 1832 every measure of public benefit 
that has been passed by this House during the last twenty- 
five years. I know well that before the reform of this 
House took place the administration of (his country was 
distinguished by its ability and precision. I believe, in- 
deed, that, especially in the latter part of the administra- 
tion of Lord Liverpool, this House was rather in advance 
of the opinion of the country at large. But I think that 
the reform of tlie Hoirse of Commons in 1832 greatly 
added to the energy and public spirit in which wo had 
then become somewhat deficient, But, Sir, it must be 
remembered that the labours of the statesmen who took 
part in the transactions of 1832 were eminently experi- 
mental. In many respects they had to treat their subject 
empirically, and it is not to be wondered at if in the course 
of time it was found that some errors were committed 
in that settlement; and if, as time rolled on, some, if not 
many deficiencies, were discovered. I beg the House to 
consider well those effects of time, and what has been the 
character of the twenty-five years that liavo elapsed since 
the Reform of 1832. They form no ordinary period. 

In a progressive country, and a progressive age, pro- 
gress has been not only rapid, but, perhaps, precipitate. 
There is no instance in the Iiistory of Europe of sucii an 
increase of population as has ttikcn place in this country 
during this period. There is no example in the history 
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of Europe or of America, of a creation and accurnulation 
of capital so vast as has occurred in this country in those 
twenty-five years. And I believe the general diffusion of 
intelligence has kept pace with that increase of population 
and wealth. In that period you have brought scierice to 
bear on social life in a manner no philosopher in his 
dreams could ever have anticipated. In that space of 
time you have, in a manner, annihilated both time and 
space. The influence of the discovery of printing is really 
only beginning to work on the multitude. It is, therefore, 
not surprising that in a measure passed twenty-five years 
ago in a spirit necessarily experimental, however dis- 
tinguished were its authors, and however remarkable 
their ability, some omissions have been found that ought 
to be supplied, and some defects that ought to be 

remedied. ... , , . ^ j -n 

If the measure we recommend be adopted, you will 
have a great homogeneous constituency, with much 
variety of character— for variety in the franchise is per- 
fectly consistent with identity of the suffrage; — you will 
have a great homogeneous body, between the different 
sections of which there will no longer exist feelings of 
dissatisfaction and distrust. The elector will elect a man 
of the community in which he lives, and he will exercise 
the right under the high sense of duty that infiuences 
Englishmen in performing it. I have always thought the 
ideal of the constituent body in England should be this— 
It should be numerous enough to be independent, and 
select enough to be responsible; and that is the con- 
stituency Her Majesty’s Ministers believe will be formed 
by the measure I propose to the House to-night. 


480 
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Rochdale, 18 Ausmt 1859 

Speeches of Richard Cobdati on Questions of 1‘iihllc Policy) 

(ctl, J, Origin ami J, K. T. Rogers), vol. ii, pp. 345 (T.) 

itTiiis speech is a useful example of Ihc way in which 
Cobclcii and Bright tried, when speaking in the provinces 
to emphasize the essential identity of interests of the 
middle and labouring classes and the need of the union 
of those classes in regard to Reform. Cobden dealt more 
realistically with the dangers of delay than most statesmen 
advocating Reform.] 

It is a good sign to find so many of the working class 
the non-electors of this borough, taking an interest in 
this question; for I should despair of my country, I should 
think there was little chance, at least, of our preserving 
those institutions which we prize so much, unless the 
great bulk of the people, who are now unfortunately 
deprived of the electoral franchise, were i)ressing forward 
and anxious to elevate themselves to the dignity of free 
citizens. . . . 

My opinions on the franchise have for the last twenty 
years been pretty generally given. I do not think I have 
gone as far as everybody in liiLs assembly; I have gone a 
great deal farther than many of those with whom I have 
found myself acting in the House of Commons. I always 
voted for household suiTrage. I know you have many 
partisans of that amount of the franchise, and you have 
mso friends of manhood snfTrage in this borough. My 
idea is this, that whether you get manhood sulfrage. or 
whether you get household suffrage, or whether you get 
something difterent from cither, — wliich wc are very 
ikely to get before we get the other two,— my idea is 
this, that some step in advance in the franchise will render 
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future steps in the direction of the franchise and other 
measures of reform far easier than the first steps will be. 
We have got to a deadlock now, when the question of 
the franchise must be dealt with, for parties in the House 
of Commons have come to that pass, that, whilst all of 
them have agreed to some measure of reform, there 
seems to be hardly power in either side of the House to 
carry any efficient measure; and therefore 1 say, in the 
interest of parliamentary government, as well as for the 
benefit of the people at large, it is most important that this 
question of the franchise should be dealt with speedily, 
and I hope it will be dealt with largely and generously. 

I have told you what my advocacy has been; I have 
also named what others in this borough to a large extent, 

I believe, advocate; but 1 will not disguise from you, who 
are non-electors, that, in dealing with this question, we 
have to argue it before a tribunal which already possesses 
the franchise, and it would not be human nature if we did 
not find that the class that already possess the electoral 
power are a little bit jealous, and a littlp bit reluctant to 
diffuse their power over a greater number of voters, and 
thereby lessen the intrinsic value of the franchise itself. 
It is very much like somebody having a glass of pretty 
strong wine-and-water, letting somebody come and water 
it for him and make it weaker. There is no doubt an idea 
amongst the electors that the extension of the franchise 
to a large body of the working classes would weaken 
their own power, and probably endanger their influence; 
and, therefore, it is only human nature to expect a reluc- 
tance on the part of those who have the franchise to grant 
it to those who have not got it. Now, you know I was 
always a practical man; even in advocating the repeal of 
the Corn-laws, I never found that I could make any pro- 
gress until I began to take up the landlord's and the 
farmer’s view of the question, and try to reconcile both 
to the change, and show both that they were not going 
to get any harm from it. 

Well, now, in advocating the extension of the franchise 
on your behalf. I should always present myself before the 
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present body of electors with siicli arguments as I could 
find to show them that they would not derive any injury 
from a large extension of electoral rights to those outside 
of the electoral pale. My first question to the c3lectors 
would be this, ‘What interest have you of the middle 
class that the people of the working class have not also 
got?’ You cannot separate the interest of the one from 
the other, The question then will be, ‘Arc you sufc that 
if we let in a large number of voters from another class, 
the working class, that they will sec their own interest in 
the same way as we see ours?’ Well, I think people are 
generally very quick-sighted as to their interests; and 
fortunately there is in the constitution of society, nnd of 
all earthly things, that if a man docs not pursue his 
interest, if he docs what is wrong, he is very soon re- 
minded of it by the damage he docs to himself «tis well as 
to others. I, therefore, do not think there is much clanger 
that a large proportion of tlic working class, by following 
merely their own instincts, will not lake a wise view of 
their own interest, But I would ask the middle class, if I 
may call them so, who have now got the franchise, 
whether they may not incur some difficulties and dangers 
themselves if they keep out of the electoral pale the vast 
majority of the community who have now no interest in 
[i.e. right to] the sulliage? 

The working class, and those who arc not entitled now 
to vote, I believe amount to five millions of persons. Well, 
I say to those who htive the vole, ‘Take into partnership 
with you a portion of those who are now excluded from 
the right of voting, and do it, if you have no other motive, 
from the selfish motive of being secure in the possession 
of the power you have.’ For your electoral system is 
standing now upon so narrow a foundation that it is 
hardly safe to reckon upon its standing at all in case of 
some certain contingencies arising, which we can imagine 
may some day arise. Why, what have we seen abroad? 
I remember quite well when Louis Phili])pc, the last King 
of France, was strongly urged by the rcfoi’mcrs in France 
to double the electoral body in that country. They then 
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had only about 250,000 voters, He was urged to double 
the number of votes. He refused ; he continued to govern 
the country through this small minority of voters; and 
one evening, when we were sitting in the House of Com- 
mons, the telegraph flashed the news from Paris that the 
Government of Louis Philippe had been overthrown, and 
a Republic proclaimed in its place, And I remember 
quite well when the buzz of the conversation ran round 
the House as this piece of news was passed from member 
to member, I remember saying to tlie late Mr. Joseph 
Hume, who sat beside me, ‘Go across to Sir Robert Peel, 
and tell him the news.’ Sir Robert Peel was sitting then 
just on the front seat on the other side of the House, 
having been repudiated by his large party, which he had 
lost by having previously repealed the Corn-laws. I 
remember Mr. Hume going and sitting by the side of 
Sir R. Peel, and whispering the news to him, and his 
immediate answer was this: ‘This comes of trying to 
govern the country through a narrow representation in 
Parliament, without regarding the wishes of those outside. 
It is what this party behind me wanted me to do in the 
matter of the Corn-laws, and I would not do it.’ 

We stand here upon a different basis; instead of 
250,000 voters, we have about a million; but recollect 
this’ that whilst France had been only a constitutional 
country, at that time, about twenty-five years, we have 
been governed under constitutional maxims for centu- 
ries. Recollect that it is our boast that the people here do 
rule and that they have ruled for centuries; and I do say 
that, taking into account our great pretensions in regard to 
the freedom of the subject in this country, and comparing 
our present state, when we have but a million of voters, 1 
declare that our state is less defensible than tiie case of 
Louis Philippe was in the time of which I speak, because 
compared with our pretensions, our system of representa- 
tion is no doubt an enormous sham; and there is no 
security in shams at any time, because they are very liable 
to be upset by any sudden reality such as that which 
occurred in the streets of Paris at the time of which I speak. 
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I can imagine such n thing as our licaring some day 
within the next live years of some hurricane orrcvolinion 
passing over tlic continent ol'Huropc, aiul we know what 
the efiect of that was upon this country in IH30; and I 
can imagine sucli a state of things as tlatt we shoultl bo 
in such a position at some lime, owing, for instance, to 
some circumstance tliat has happened in india or else- 
where— for we arc not without our outlyiiig dangers — I 
can imagine ourselves in such a state of things at that 
moment that there may be very great excitement in this 
country, and probably very great discontent and sutfering 
and consequent disaffection; and I can imagine this great 
change, coming like a thunder-clap from the Continent, 
might rouse up elements in this eoimlry wliich might 
produce changes far greater than anything wliicii is now 
contemplated in this country, and wliich woiiki make 
those men who then had to deal with this ciucstion Jook 
back with regret to those tranquil limes in wliich we now 
live, and lament that they did not, like wise statesmen, 
deal with this question as they ought to deal with it, in a 
time of prosperity and political calm. .1 am therefore 
using the most homely and the most eomnion-scnse coun- 
sels when I advise the class in tliis country which has the 
possession of political power, to deal with this question 
now, when the people arc in a good temper, and when wo 
are in a prosperous state. 

Besides, we have seen another change on the Continent. 
We have seen the great mass of the people sometimes 
throw themselves into the scale in favour of some one 
great man, or some great party; and although it is not a 
thing that is very likely to liappcn in this eoimlry, yet I 
can imagine in any country iliat, if you exclude live-sixths 
of the male adult population from electoral rights, — I can 
imagine a state of things when, if they have been pro- 
scribed for generation after generation, they might bo 
disposed to avenge themselves upon a privileged class 
by turning the scale in favour of some other party in the 
community, who might be in favour of oppressing those 
whom they may consider to have been their ojipressors. 
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I think these are not whimsical fancies, but they are 
chances which ought to be considered by every thoughtful 
and prudent man, and they should be a motive, even 
though drawn from the instincts of selfishness, why the 
middle class of this country should seek to deal with this 
question of the franchise at the present moment. 

But still, we have the bugbear, that the working class 
of this country are not to be trusted with the franchise; 
the saying is that the people would injure themselves if 
you gave them the franchise; that they cannot take care 
of themselves. Now, in answer to that, I will put another 
question which has often occurred to me in my travels 
in distant countries: ‘If the people are not fit to take care 
of themseh'cs, who are to be trusted to take care of 
them?’ That is the question which I have asked myself 
in many countries. I have asked it of myself where they 
are governed as they are in Russia, I have asked it where 
they are governed as they are in Austria, where they are 
ruled as they now are in France — I have asked myself 
this question: Where will you find a resting-place— how 
will you ever establish a system by which the people 
can be governed unless you come to this, that they must 
be left to govern themselves? Why, we do not profess to 
go to any of those countries for a rule and system ot 
government. Well, there is another remedy for this dith- 
culty of ignorance. [A Voice: ‘Go to America.] A 
friend says, ‘Go to America.’ Well, I have been to. 
America. But we must deal with it in a practical way; 
we cannot deal with it as an American question; but i 
have no objection to illustrate what I am going to say 
by a reference to America. In America they have gene- 
rally universal siilTrage, but not everywhere; until late y, 
the suffrage was not so widely extended as it is now. i 
saw it lately stated, in a New York paper, that, thir y 
years ago, iho franchise in the Stale of New York was 
not more popular than it is in England now. In the 
various States of tlie American Union they have a great 
variety of franchises. In some parts, it is universal suf- 
frage; in others, it is tax-paying suffrage; m some it is a 
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kind of household suffrage; and in others, it is a property 
qualification. But the tendency, everywhere and always, 
is constantly to widen the possession of the franchise] 
constantly to increase the number of voters; and the 
principle is now everywhere admitted, that they must 
come to manhood suffrage for the whole of the white popu- 
lation. And this is the point that I am coming to as an 
illustration of my argument with reference to the alleged 
ignorance of the people. I have found in America that 
everywhere the question of education lies at tlic founda- 
tion of every political question. I mean tliis: that in 
America the influential classes, as you may call them, the 
richer people, everywhere advocate education for the 
people, as a means of enabling the people to govern 
themselves. Their maxim is this: tlie people govern for 
themselves; and, unless we educate the people, our free 
institutions cannot possibly work. Their maxim is every- 
where, ‘educate or we perish’; and the consequence is 
that the influential classes in America devote themselves 
to the education of the whole people, in a manner and to 
an extent of wliich no country in Europe can have any 
idea. Wherever I have been on my ti avels there I have 
found — and I have visited in some places where, when I 
was in America twenty-four years ago, the Red Indians 
were still encamped, and where, twenty-four years after- 
wards, I have found nourishing towns — I litivc found that 
everywhere in these new communities the schoolhouses 
were the largest and most conspicuous buildings, and 
that, even whilst the streets were nnpaved, and whilst 
most of the citizens were dwelling in wooden houses, 
therewerelargebrick or stone buildings run up, containing 
eight, ten or twelve long rooms, and every room, from 
the floor to the roof, was filled with children, receiving 
without one farthing fee or charge, as good an education 
as you could give to the sons of the middle classes in this 
country. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the system of edu- 
cation in America has gone hand in hand with the exten- 
sion of the electoral franchise to the people, and that the 
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one great strong pervading motive of the people of 
America to educate their sons is that they may be enabled 
to exercise the power which they possess for the benefit 
of themselves and the whole country. One of the advan- 
tages which I expect to see derived from the wide ex- 
tension of the franchise in this country is that there will 
be increased attention paid by those who are in influential 
places to the promotion of national education. And if it 
has the effect of drawing the different classes together, 
and inciting them to a common effort to raise the intel- 
lectual and moral condition of the great mass of the 
people I know of no better effect which could be pro- 
duced by any measure than that which will come from 
an extension of the franchise. ^ .... 

There are questions connected with our taxation which 
some people think: could hardly be safely left to be dealt 
with by a largely and widely extended constituency. Now, 

I am of opinion that the country will gain in the question 
of taxation; that it will have a chance of reforms, which, 
under existing circumstances, there seems to be little, or 
only a very remote prospect of effecting. Everybody is 
or ought to be, interested in a sound and just system of 
taxation, because nothing cripples people more than un- 
just and excessive taxation, But, having already expressed 
my belief that the extension of the franchise will tend to 
the extension of education in the country, I say, m refe- 
rence to the taxation of which some people are afraid 
that I think that the tendency of legislation in our fiscal 
affairs, as the result of a widely extended franchise, would 
in my opinion, go very far to promote the prosperity of 

our commercial system. .. .. ..n r^u tTf 

What is it that the people are afraid of? They say, It 
you give a vote to the people they will tax property, and 
they will relieve themselves of taxes.’ Well, now, although 
I cannot follow the subject into all its details, lam not 
at all alarmed at this threat. I believe that even if all that 
is predicted should be fulfilled— I am not quite sure that 
it would be, but assuming that the effect of an extension 
of the franchise was that the votes of the people removed, 
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to a large extent, taxes wliich now press upon articles of 
consumption, such as tea and sugar, paper, and other 
articles taxed at our custom-houses and cxcisc-oinces--,;! 
say that if it had that cllcct I tio not believe that \vo\iid 
prove injurious to the country. I believe (hat if the instinct 
of the people— the working people wlio would be thrown 
in as an addition to our electorai list—if their instinct led 
them to substitute fora large portion of our indirect taxes, 
taxes upon property, or taxes upon income, I believe 
that it would have a beneficial efiect upon the commerce 
of this country; ami that, though urged by their natural 
instincts, their selfishness, you may .say, llicy would, in 
fact, be carrying out the most cnliglUcitcd principles of 
political economy. 

I do not know anything that could come from an ex- 
tension of the franchise that would be more likely to 
benefit (he upper classes as well as the lower, if I may us© 
the term, than a change in our fiscal .yslcm, which very 
largely removed those taxes and duties wliich aro now 
paid in the consumption of the working classes, and 
transferring that revenue to income and property. I, 
therefore, see in that fear of ignorance the greatest chance 
of an improvement in the education of the peopic. In 
the tendency of an extension of (he suflVage, in regard to 
taxation, I cannot see that the working classes can pos- 
sibly do that which could prove injurious to other classes 
of the community. 

But I am sometimes told that the working classes, if 
they had the power, would bo very likely to deal with 
their power after the manner of a trades' union, and 
attempt to force measures through Parliament that wou ld 
benefit particular classes. Well, I am not afraid of that. 
We have had classes before who have laid possession of 
the power of legislation, and who have used it for their 
own advantage, Wo had the Corn-laws passed by the 
landowners, the Navigation-laws passed for the benefit 
of the shipowners, we had the timber duties passed for 
the benefit of the timber merchants, and wo had the sugar 
monopolies established for the benefit of liio West Indies, 
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We have had classes in this country who have usurped 
political power, and have applied it for their own pur- 
poses- but the progress of enlightenment and the con- 
tinued discussion of these questions have shown that this 
process of selfish legislation is found only suicidal to 
those who follow it, and that the best Interests of all are 
consulted by those measures which deal fairly with the 
interests of all. And I do not think that if the matter 
came fairly to be discussed between those of the working 
classes who are possessed of the franchise and those who 
are above the working classes in the social scale,— I do 
not think they would be likely to come to any conclusion, 
respecting these questions, which would prove inimical 
to the rest of the community. For bear in mind that 1 
always fall back on this: when we have taken into partner- 
ship a larger section of the working classes as electors, 
we shall all be interested in seeing that they get all the 
information we can possibly give them on these subjects. 
The law of self-preservation will be immediately at work, 
and we shall, through the newspapers, through our ad- 
dresses, and through our schools, be constantly trying to 
brine up the intelligence of the working classes— if that 
be necessary,— so as to enable them to fulfil their duties 
as electors, without any of those dangers of which some 
people are- but I am not— afraid. 
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[Debate on Mr. Baines’s motion for the Second Reading 
of the Borough Franchise Bill, Gladstone’s progressive 
attitude, which was misinterpreted in sonic quarters as 
approving of adult suffrage, caused considerable conster- 
nation and brought him into trouble with Palmerston.] 

VVe are told that the working classes do not agitate for 
an extension of the franchise; but is it desirable that we 
should wait until they do agitate? In my opinion, agita- 
tion by the working classes, upon any political subject 
whatever, is a thing not to be waited for, not to bo made 
a condition previous to any parliamentary movement; but, 
on the contrary, it is a thing to be dejirccated, and, if 
possible, anticipated and prevented by wise and provident 
measures. An agitation by the working classes is not like 
an agitation by the classes above them, the classes pos- 
sessed of leisure. The agitation of the classes having 
leisure is easily conducted. It is not with tlicni that every 
hour of time has a money value; their wives and children 
are not dependent on the strictly reckoned results of those 
hours of labour. When a working man finds himself in 
such a condition that he must abandon that daily labour 
on which he is strictly dependent for his daily bread, 
when he gives up the profitable application of his time, 
it is then that, in railway language, ‘the danger signal is 
turned on’; for he does it only because he feels a strong 
necessity for action, and a distrust in the rulers who, as 
he thinks, have driven him to that necessity. The present 
state of things, I rejoice to say, does not indicate that 
distrust; but if we admit this as matter of fact, we must 
not along with the admission allege the absence of agita- 
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on the nart of the working classes as a sufficient 
“"^^why the Parliament of England, and the public 
S of England, should be indisposed to entertain the 

discussion of Uns question. ^ ^ hon. Gentleman opposite 

The is that the working classes, if ad- 

and by many othe ’ . j. gn events so as to 

™“‘‘J™o!rsidSabte proportion of a constituency, wili 
go ^’„“„"ot wish"totrCsh language! 

-^'“^:„“L“enowtaSer 

working men, tVipre is not the slightest reason 

act together as a ctass i 

a CderateS fah extension of the suffrage. If, indeed, 
a moderate ana m i^gn and sweeping measure, a 

we were -ye the epithet of revolutm 

colour for the an^ 

for the language so lightly used , 

tS!unte these circumstances be for us » shM.^if we 

could, that no danger would ^,(5 to say 

evidence of all, ^“^''the^^vorWng classes, in places 

whether we have not seen the 

where they possessed the rather inclined, as a 

disposed to go ‘osether as > circumstances, to 

S\S^su« 



174 THE PEOPLE 

and those whose personal chai'actcrs (hey rcspcct-^these 
are the men whom the working classes coniinoiily elect 
to follow; anti for my part, I believe, if there is any- 
thing which will induce them to alter their conduct, and 
to make it tlicir rule to band together as u class, it will 
be resentment at exclusion, and a senso of injustice. 
Whatever tends to denote them as persons open to the 
inlliicncc of bribery— as persons whose julmission within 
the pale of the Constitution constitutes ‘a domestic revo- 
lution’; whatever tends to mark them as unworthy of 
confidence and respect, is calculated to drive them back 
to the use of their natural means of self-defence, and 
might, possibly, in times and circumstances which wccnn 
conceive, become tlic motive cause of an union among 
the working classes, which would be adverse to other 
classes of the coinmunity. . . . 

Again, Sir, let us look for a few moments at tlic altered 
the happily altered, relations of tile working classes to the 
Government, the laws, the uistitiitions, aiul, nhovc all. to 
the Throne of this country. Let us go back — i t is no long 
period in the history of a nation — to an epoch not very 
many years before the passing of the Reform Bill, and 
consider what was the state of things at a time when many 

of us were unborn, and when most of us were children 

I mean, to the years which immediately .succeeded the 
peace of 1815, We all know the hi.story of those times; 
most of us recollect the atmosphere and the ideas, under 
the infliiencc of which wc were brought up, ’fhey were 
not ideas which belonged to the old currciU of English 
history; nor were they in conformity with the liberal 
sentiments which pervaded, at its best periotls, the politics 
of the country, and whicli harmonized with tlic spirit of 
the old British Const itiUioii. Tiicy were, on tlic contrary, 
ideas referable to those lamentable excesses of tlie first 
French Revolution, wliicli produced here a terrible re- 
action, and went far to establish the docli'lne that the 
masses of every community were in permanent antagon- 
ism with the laws under which they lived, aiul were dis- 
posed to regard those laws, and the persons by whom the 



the people 175 

laws were made and administered, as their natiual ene- 
mies Unhappily, there are but too many indications to 
Drove that this is no vague or imaginary description. 
This time to which I now refer, was a time when deficien- 
cies in the harvests were followed by riots, and when 
rioters did not hold sacred even the person of Majesty 
itself In 1817, when the Prince Regent came down to 
onen' Parliament, his carriage was assailed by the popu- 
lace of London; and what was the remedy provided for 
this state of things? Why, the remedy was sought in the 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act; or in the limitation 
of the action of the Press, already restricted; or in the 
employment of spies and the deliberate defence of their 
employment, who, for the supposed security of the 
Government, were sent throughout the country to dog 
the course of private life, and to arrest persons, or to- 
check them, in the formation of conspiracies real or sup- 
posed. And what, let me ask, is the state of things now? 
With truth, Sir, it may be said that the epoch I have 
named, removed from us, in mere chronological reckon- 
ing by less than half a century, is in the political sphere 
separated from us by a distance almost immeasurable. 
For now it rnay be fearlessly asserted that the fixed 
traditional sentiment of the working man has begun to 
be confidence in the law, in Parliament, and even m the 

executive Government. ... 

Is it right, I ask, that, in the face of such dispositions, 
the present law of almost entire exclusion should continue 
to prevail? Again, I call upon the adversary to show 
cause. And 1 venture to say that every man who is not 
presumably incapacitated by some consideration of per- 
sonal unfitness or of political danger is morally entitled 
to come within the pale of the Constitution, ^f cour e, 
in giving utterance to such a proposition, I do not recede 
from the protest I have previously made against sadden, 
or violent, or excessive, or intoxicating but I 

apply it with confidence to this efiecl, that fitness for the 
' franchise, when it is sliown to exist— as I say it is shown 
to St in the case of a select portion of the working: 
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class— is not repelled on sulllciciu grounds from the 
portals of the Constitution by I lie a 1 legal ion that tUlnn! 
are well ns tliey arc. I coiiteiul, moreover, that persons 
who have prompted the expression of such sentiments as 
those to which I liavc refcrreii, and whom I know to h^iye 
been members of the working class, are to bo prestnned 
worthy and fu to discharge llie duties of citizenship, nnd 
that to admission to the disclini'go of llioso duties \hey 
are well and justly entitled. ^ 

The present franchise, I may atitl, on the wliole— sub- 
ject, of course, to some exceptions -draws the line be- 
tween the lower middle class and llie upper order of ((,e 
working class. As a general rule, (lie lower stratum of 
the middle class is admitted to tlic exercise of the rmn- 
chise, while the upper stratum of liie working class is 
excluded. That I believe to be a fair general tlcscdpiion 
of the present formation of the constilueiieies in boroughs 
and towns. Is it a .state of things, I would ask, recom- 
mended by clear principles of reason? Is tlie upper 
portion of the working classes inferior to the lowest por- 
tion of the middle? That is a question I should wish to 
be considered on botli sides of the House. For my own 
part, it appears to me that the negative of the propo.sition 
may be held with the greatest coiiruicnce. 

Whenever this question comes to be discussed, with 
the view to an immediate i.ssuc, I lie conduct of the 
general body of the operatives of Lancashire cannot be 
forgotten. What arc the qualities wliich lit a man for 
the exercise of a privilege such ns (lie franchise? Self- 
command, self-control, respect for order, patience under 
suffering, coiifKlcncc in the law, regard for superiors; 
and when, I should like to ask, were all tlieso great quali- 
ties exhibited in a manner more signal, I would even say 
more illustrious, tliau under the profound aniiclion of 
the winter of 1862? I admit the danger of dealing with 
enormous masses of men; but I am now speaking only 
of a limited portion of the working class, and I, for one, 
cannot admit that there is that special virtue in the nature 
'Of the middle class which ought to lead to our drawing 
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a marked distinction, a distinction almost purporting to 
be one of principle, between them and a select portion 
of the working classes, so far as relates to the exercise of 
the franchise. 

But, Sir, this question has received a very remarkable 
illustration from the experience of the last few years. 
So far as Lancashire is concerned, we have the most 
extraordinary evidence — evidence amounting almost to 
mathematical demonstration — of the competency of the 
working man to discharge those duties of retail trade and 
the distribution of commodities, which are commonly in- 
trusted to the lower part of the middle class. I allude to 
the evidence afforded by the marvellous success in that 
particular county (and I hope the example of that county 
may not be too eagerly followed elsewhere) of the co- 
operative system, For my own part, I am not ashamed 
to say that, if twenty or ten years ago anybody had 
prophesied to me the success of that system, as it has 
recently been exhibited in Rochdale and other towns in 
the north— if I had been told that labouring men would 
so associate together with mutual advantage, to the ex- 
clusion of tile retail dealer who comes between the pro- 
ducer and the consumer of commodities, I should have 
regarded the prediction as absurd. There is, in my 
opinion, no greater social marvel at the present day than 
the manner in which these societies flourish in Lanca- 
shire, combined with a consideration of the apparent 
soundness of the financial basis on which they are built; 
for the bodies of men who have had recourse to the co- 
operative system have been, as it would appear, those 
who have stood out with the most manly resolution 
against the storms of adversity, who have been the last 
to throw themselves on the charity of their neighbours, 
and who have proved themselves to be best qualified for 
the discharge of the duties of independent citizens. And 
when we have before us considerable numbers of 
answering to this description, it is, I think, well worth 
our wliile to consider what Is the title which they advance 
to the generous notice of Parliament in regard to their 
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appeal to be admitted, in sucli measure as may upon 
consideration seem Tit, to the exercise of tlie franchise 
I, for myself, confess tlait I think the investigation will 
be far better condiictcd if we approach the question at 
an early date, in a calm frame of mind, and without 
having our doors besieged by crowds, or our table loaded 
with petitions; rather than if we postpone entering upon 
it until a great agitation has arisen. 

And now, Sir, one word in conclusion. I believe that 
it has been given to us of this generation to witness, 
advancing as it were under our very eyes from day to 
day, the most blessed of all social processes; I mean (he 
process whicli unites together not the interests only but 
the feelings of all the several classes of the community 
and whicli throws back into the shadows of oblivion 
those discords by which they were kept apart from one 
another. I know of nothing which can contribute, in any 
degree comparable to that union, to the welfare of the 
commonwealth. It is well, Sir, tiiat we should be suitably 
provided with armies, and fleets, and fortifications; it is 
well too that all these should rest upon and be sustained, 
as they ought to be, by a sound system of finance, and 
out of a revenue not wasted by a carclc.ss Parliament, or 
by a profligate Administration. But that which is better 
and more weighty still is tlint hearts should be bound 
together by a reasonable extension, at fitting times, and 
among selected portions of the people, of every benefit 
and every privilege that can justly be conferred upon 
them; and, for one, I am prepared to give my support to 
the motion now made by my bon. Friend (Mr. Baines), 
because I believe, and am persuaded, that it will power- 
fully tend to that binding and blending and knitting of 
hearts together, and thus to the infusion of new vigour 
into the old, but in the best sense still young, and flourish- 
ing, and undecayiiig British Constitution. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE 

WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE 
House of Commons, 12 April 1866 
(182 Pari. Dob., 3 s„ 1131 ff.) 

[Debate on Second Reading of the Liberals’ Refonn 
Bill, which did not succeed in passing.] 

Sir, the House will remember that on a former occasion 
I ventured to refer to the state of the constituency at the 
present moment as compared with what it was in 1832; 
and I endeavoured to show by a computation, of which 
I stated the grounds, that the proportion of the working 
classes included in the present constituency, although to 
our great satisfaction we had found it to be larger than 
we had supposed, yet was smaller than it had been in the 
year 1832. That statement has not been impugned in 
this House, and I do not think it can be impugned suc- 
cessfully. I do not think tliat any gentleman who has 
examined the figures will venture to question my state- 
ment that at the present moment the quantitative pro- 
portion of the working men in the town constituencies is 
less than it was in 1832. But in order to obtain a full 
'* view of the importance of this fact neither must the 
House forget that since 1832 every kind of beneficial 
change has been in operation in favour of the working 
classes. There never was a period in which religious in- 
fluences were more active than in the period 1 now name. 
It is hardly an exaggeration to say that within that time 
the civilizing and training powers of education have for 
fill! prEicticiil purposes been not so much improved I 
might almost say, brought into existence as far as the 
mass of the people is concerned. As regaixls the Press, 
an emancipation and an extension have taken place to 
which it would be difficult to find a parallel. I will not 
believe that the mass of Gentlemen opposite are really 
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insensible to the enormous benefit that has been efiected 
by that cmancipalion of tlic Press, wlien for tlie humblo 
sum of a penny, or for even less, newspapers are circulated 
from day to day by the million rather than by the 
thousand, in numbers almost defying the powers of sta- 
tistics to follow, and carrying home to all classes of our 
fellow-countrymen accounts of public affairs, enabling 
them to feel a new interest in the transaction of those 
affairs, and containing articles which, I must say, are 
written in a spirit, with an ability, with a sound moral 
sense, and with a refinement, that have made the penny 
Press of England the worthy companion — I may indeed 
say the worthy rival~-of those dearer and older papers 
which have long secured for British journalism a renown 
perhaps without parallel in the worltl. 

By external and material, ns well as by higher means, 
by measures relating to labour, to police, and to sanitary 
arrangements, Parliament has been labouring, has been 
striving to raise the level of the working community, and 
has been so striving with admitted success, And there is 
not a call which has been made upon the self-improving 
powers of the working community which has Jiot been 
fully answered. Take, for instance, the Working Men’s 
Free Libraries and Institutes throiighoiU the country; 
take, as an example of the class, Liverpool; who arc the 
frequenters of that institution? I believe that the majority 
of the careful, honest, painstaking students who crowd 
that library are men belonging to the working classes, a 
large number of whom cannot attend without making 
some considerable sacrifice. Then again, Sir, wc called 
upon thern to be provident, we instituted for them Post 
Office savings banks, which may now bo said to have 
been in full operation for four years; and what has been 
the result? During these four years wo have received 
these names at the rate of thousands by the week, and 
there are now 650,000 depositors in those savings banks. 
Tin’s, then, is the way in which Parliament has been 
acting towards the working classes. 

But what is the meaning of all this? Parliament has 
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been striving to make the working classes progressively 
fitter and fitter for the franchise; and can anything be 
more unwise, not to say more senseless, than to persevere 
from year to year in this plan, and then blindly to refuse 
to recognize its legitimate upshot—namely the increased 
fitness of the working classes for the exercise of political 
power? The proper exercise of that power depends upon 
the fitness of those who are to receive it. That fitness you 
increase from day to day, and yet you decline, when the 
growing fitness is admitted, to give the power. ... I fear 
the intention is to resist the consummation of the process, 
of which the earlier stages have been favoured and ap- 
proved, This course appears about as rational as the 
process of a man who incessantly pours water into a jug 
or bason, and wonders and complains that at last it 
overflows. 



90 

REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE (WOMEN'S 
SUFFRAGE) 

JOHN STUART MILL 
House of Commous, 20 May 1S67 
(187 Part. Deb., 3 s., 817 IT.) 

[Thr great economist took an opportunity, in the Com- 
mittee stage of ilio Conservatives’ Reform Bill, to express 
his views on women’s suffrage. His amendment was iost 
by 123 votes (73-196); but it marked an interesting stage 
in the campaign.] 

It is not just to make distinctions, in rights nnd privi- 
leges, without a positive reason. I do not mean that the 
elcctorai franchise, or any other public function, is an 
abstract right, and that to withhold it from any one, on 
sufficient grounds of expediency, is n personal wrong; 
it is a complete misunderstanding of the principle I main- 
tain, to confound this with it; my argiimciit is entirely 
one of expediency. But there arc different ordcre of 
expediency; all expediencies arc not exactly on the same 
level; there is an important branch of expediency called 
justice; and justice, though it docs not necessarily require 
that we should confer political functions on every one, 
does require that we should not, capriciously and without 
cause, withhold from one what we give to another. As 
was most truly said by my right lion. Friend the member 
for South Lancashire [Mr. Gladstone], in the most mis- 
understood and misrepresented speech I ever remember; 
to lay a ground for refusing the suffrage to any one, it is 
necessary to allege either personal imntncs,s or public 
danger. Now, can cither of these be alleged in the present 
case? Can it be pretended that women who manage an 
estate or conduct a business — who pay rales and taxes, 
^ often to a large amount, and frequently from their 
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own earnings— many of whom are responsible heads of 
families, and some of whom, in the capacity of school- 
mistresses, teach much more than a great number of 
the male electors have ever learnt are not capable of 
a function of which every male householder is capable? 

Or is it feared that if they were admitted to the suffrage 
thev would revolutionize the State — would deprive us of 
anv of our valued institutions, or that we should have 
worse laws, or be in any way whatever worse governed 
through the effect of their suffrages? No one, Sir, believes 

anything of the kind. , 

And it is not only the general principles of justice that 
are infringed, or at least set aside, by the exc usion of 
women, merely as women, from any share in the repre- 
sentation ; that exclusion is also repugnant to the par- 
ticular principles of the British Constitution, It violates 
one of the oldest of our constitutional maxims— a doc- 
trine dear to Reformers, and theoretically acknowledged 
bv most Conservatives— that taxation and representmion 
should be co-extensive. Do not women pay taxes? Does 
not every woman who is sui juris contribute exactly as 
Imich to the revenue as a man who has the same elect^oral 
aualifleation? If a stake in the country means anything, 
the owner of freehold or leasehold property has the same 
stake whether it is owned by a man or a woman. There 
is evidence in our constitutional records that women have 
voted in counties and in some boroughs, at former, 
though certainly distant, periods of our history. 

The House, however, will doubtless expect I shou 
not rest my case solely on the general principles eithei of 
Sice o^of the Constitution, but shou d produce what 
are called practical arguments. Now, there is one prac- 
tical argument of great weight, which, I frankly confess, 
fenS wanting in the case of women; they do no 
hold great meetings in the parks, or demonstrations at 
Islington. How far this omission may be considered to 

invalidrto their cleim, I will 

Other practical arguments, practical in 

mpnninc of the term, are not wanting; and I am prepared ^ 
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to state them, if I may be permitted first to ask, \vlic» 
are the practical objections? 

The didiculty wliich most pco])lo feel on this subject 
is not a practical objection; there is nothing practical 
about it, it is a mere fceling—a feeling of strangeness’ 
the proposal is so new; at least they think so, thougii (bis 
is a mistake; it is a very old proposal. Well, Sir, strange, 
ness is a thing which wears ofi'; some things were strange 
enough to many of us three months ago which arc not 
at all so now; and many arc strange now, whicli will not 
be strange (o the same persons a few years hence, or even 
perhaps, a few months. And as for novelty, we live in a 
world of novelties; the despotism of custom is on the 
wane; we arc not now satisfied with knowing what a 
thing is, wo ask whether it ought to be; and in this House 
at least, I £im bound to believe that an appeal lies from 
custom to a higher tribunal, in wiiicli reason is judge, 

Now, the reasons wiiich custom is in the habit of giving 
for itself on this subject arc usually very brief. That, 
indeed, is one of my dilllcultics; it is not easy to refute 
an interjection; interjections, however, are the only argu- 
ments among those wo usually hear on this subject 
which it seems to me at all difilciilt to refute. The others 
mostly present themselves in such aphorisms jis these;— 
Politics arc not women’s business, aiul would distract 
tliem from their proper duties; women do not desire the 
siilTrage. but would rather be without it; women arc 
sufficiently represented by the representation of their 
male relatives and connections; women Iiuvo power 
enough already. I shall probably be thouglu to imvc 
done enough in the way of answering, if I answer all 
tins; and it may, perhaps, instigate any hon. Gentleman 
who takes the trouble of replying to me, to produce 
something more recomlilc. 

Politics, it is said, arc not a woman’s businc.s,s. Well, 
Sir, I rather think that politics arc not a man’s business 
cittiei ; unless ho is one ol the few who are selected and 
paid to devote their time to the public service, or is a 
member of this or of the other House. Tiie vjist intfiorily 
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of male electors have each his own business which absorbs 
nearly the whole of his time; but I have not heard that 
the few hours occupied, once in a few years, in attending 
at a polling-booth, even if we throw in the time spent m 
reading newspapers and political treatises, ever causes 
them to neglect their shops or their counting-houses. I 
have never understood that those who have votw are 
worse merchants, or worse lawyers, or worse physicians, 
or even worse clergymen than other people. One would 
almost suppose that the British Constitution denied a 
vote to every one who could not give the greater part ot 
his time to politics; if this were the case we should have 
a very limited constituency. But allow rne to ask, what 
is the meaning of political freedom? Is it anything but 
the control of those who do make their business of poli- 
tics by those who do not? Is it not the very essence of 
constitutional liberty, that men come from their looms 
and their forges to decide, and decide well, whether they 
are properly governed, and whom they will be governed 
bv? And the nations whiclr prize tins privilege the most, 
and exercise it most fully, are invariably those who excel 
the most in the common concerns of life. The ordinary 
occupations of most women arc, and are likely to remain, 
principally domestic; but the notion that thqse occupa- 
tions are incompatible with the keenest interest in natmnal 
affairs, and in all the great interests of humanity, is as 
utterly futile as the apprehension, once smceicly enter- 
tained, that artizans would desert their workshops and 
their factories if they were taught to read. 

I know there is an obscure feeling — a feeling which is 
ashamed to express itself openly— as if women had no 
right to care aboUt anything, except how they 
most useful and devoted servants of some man. Bo* ^ 

I am convinced that there is not a single niember of this 
House, whose conscience accuses him of so mean a 
feeling I may say without offence, that this claim to 
confiscate the whole existence of one half of the siDecies 
for the supposed convenience^ of 
me independently of its injustice, particularly silly. For 
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who that Ims had oidiimiy experience of luunan affairs 
and ordinary capacity of profiting by that cxperictice* 
fancies that those do their own work best who underxtand 
nothing else? A man has lived to little purpose who has 
not learnt that without general mental cultivation, no 
particular work that requires understanding is ever clone 
in the best manner. It requires brains to use practical 
experience; and brains, even without practical experience 
go further than any amount of practical experience with- 
out brains. 

Blit perhaps it i.s thought that the ordimuy occupations 
of women arc more antagonistic tlian those of men nre 
to the comprehension of public nUairs. It is thought, 
perhaps, tliat those who arc principally charged with the 
moral education of the future generations of men, cannot 
be fit to form an opinion about the moral ami educational 
interests of a people; and that those wliose chief daily 
business is the judicious layiug-out of money, so as to 
produce the greatest results with the .smallest means, 
cannot possibly give any lessons to right hon. Gentlemen 
on the other side of the House or on lliis, who contrive 
to produce such singularly small results with such vjist 
means, 

I feel a degree of confidence, Sir, on this .subject, which 
I could not feel, if the political change, In il,seir not great 
or formidable, which I advocate, were not grounded » as 
beneficent and salutary political chaugas almost always 
are, upon a previous social change. The notion of a hard 
and fast line of separation between women’s occupations 
and men’s— of forbidding women to take interest in the 
things which interest men— belongs to a gonc-by state of 
society which is receding Airtlicr and further into the 
past. Wo talk of political revolutions, but wo do not 
sufficiently attend to the fact that there has taken place 
around us a silent domestic revolution; women and lueii 
are, for the first time in history, really each other’s com- 
panions, Our traditions respecting the proper relations 
tetween them have descended from a time wlicn their 
lives were apart — when they were separate in their 
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thoughts, because they were separate equally in their 
amusements and in their serious occupations. In foitner 
days a man passed his life among men; all his friend- 
ships all his real intimacies, were with men; with men 
alone did he consult on any serious business; the wife 
was either a plaything, or an upper servant. All this, 
among the educated classes, is now changed. The man 
no longer gives his spare hours to violent outdoor exer- 
cises and boisterous conviviality with male associates; 
the two sexes now pass their lives together; the women 
of a man’s family are his habitual society; the wife is his 
chief associate, his most confidential friend, and often 
his most trusted adviser. Now, does a man wish to have 
for his nearest companion so closely linked with him, 
and whose wishes and preferences have so strong a 
on him, one whose thoughts are alien to those which 
occupy his own mind — one who can neither be a help, a 
comfort, nor a support, to his noblest feelings and pur- 
noses? Is this close and almost exclusive companionship 
compatible with women’s being warned off all large sub- 
jects— being taught that they ought not to care for what 
it is men’s duty to care for, and that to have any serious 
interests outside the liousehold is stepping beyond thwr 
province? Is it good for a man to live m complete ^m- 
munion of thoughts and feelings with one who is studi- 
ously kept inferior to himself, whose earthly interests are 
forcibly confined within four walls, and who cultivates, 
as a grace of character, ignorance and 
the niost inspiring subjects, those among 
duties are cast? Does any one suppose that this can 
happen without detriment to the man’s own character. 
Sir the time is now come when, unless women are raised 
S of men. men will be pulled down to theirs 

¥hrwoitim of a maa’s family am eithor a stimulus and 
a support to his highest aspirations, or a diag upon 
theim^You may keep them ignorant of politics, you 
cannot prevent them from concerning themselves wit 
the least respectable part of politics-its 
they do not understand and cannot enter into the mans 
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feelings of public duly, they do care about bis personal 
interest, and that is the scale into which their weight will 
certainly be thrown. They will be an induenco always at 
hand, co-operating with the man’s selfish promptings 
lying in wait for his moments of moral irresolution, anti 
doubling the strength of every temptation, Even if they 
maintain a modest forbearance, the mere absence of tlicir 
sympathy will hang a dead- weight on his moral energies 
making liim nnwilling to make sacrifices which they will 
feel, and to forgo social advantages and successes ia 
which they would share, for objects which they cannot 
appreciate. Supposing liim fortunate enough to escape 
any actual sacrifice of conscience, the indirect effect on 
the higher parts of his own character is still deplorable. 

Under an idle notion that the beauties of character of 
the two sexes arc mutually incompatible, men are afraid 
of manly women; but those who have considered the 
nature and power of social influences well know, that 
unless there arc manly women, there will not much longer 
be manly men. When men and women arc really com- 
panions, if women arc frivolous, men will bo frivolous; 
if women care for nothing but personal interest and idle 
vanities, men in general will care for little cl.se; the two 
sexes must now rise or sink together. It may be said that 
women may take interest in great public questions without 
having votes; they may, certainly; but how many of them 
Will? Education and society have exhausted their power 
in inculcating on women that their proper rule of conduct 
is what society expects from them; and the denial of 
the vote Is £i proclamritioii intclligiblo to every one, that 
whatever else society may expect, it does not expect that 
they should concern themselves with public interests. 
Why, the whole of a girl’s thoughts and feelings arc toned 
down by it from her school-days; she does not take the 
interest even in national history which her brothers do, 
because it is to be no business of hers when she grows up, 
If thezo are women — and now happily there Jirc many 
—who do interest themselves in these subjects, and do 
study them, it is because the force within is strong enough 
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to bear up against the worst kind of discouragement, that 
which acts not by interposing obstacles, which may be 
struggled against, but by deadening the spirit which faces 
and conquers obstacles. 

We are told, Sir, that women do not wish for the 
suffrage. If the fact were so, it would only prove that all 
women are still under this deadening influence; that the 
opiate still benumbs their mind and conscience. But 
great numbers of women do desire the suffrage, and have 
asked for it by petitions to this House. How do we know 
how many more thousands there may be who have not 
asked for what they do not hope to get; or for fear of 
what may be thought of them by men, or by other 
women; or from the feeling, so sedulously cultivated in 
them by their education— aversion to make themselves 
conspicuous? Men must have a rare power of self-delu- 
sion, if they suppose that leading questions put to the 
ladies of their family or of their acquaintance will elicit 
their real sentiments, or will be answered with complete 
sincerity by one woman in 10,000. No one is so well 
schooled as most women are in making a virtue of neces- 
sity; it costs little to disclaim caring for what is not 
offered; and frankness in the expression of sentiments, 
which may be unpleasing and may be thought uncom- 
plimentary to their nearest connections, is not one of the 
virtues which a woman’s education tends to cultivate, 
and is, moreover, a virtue attended with sufficient risk to 
induce prudent women usunlly to reserve its exercise for 
cases in which there is a nearer and a more personal 
interest at stake. However this may be, those who do 
not care for the suffrage will not use it; either they wi 
not register, or if they do, they will vote as their 
relatives advise— by which, as the advantage will probably 
be about equally shared among all classes, no harm will 
be done. Those, be they few or many, who do value the 
privilege, will exercise it, and will receive that stimulus to 
their faculties, and that widening and liberalizing wnu- 
enco over their feelings and sympathies, which the suffrap 
seldom fails to produce on those who are admitted to 
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it. Meanwhile an unworthy stigma would be removed 
from the whole sex. The law would cease to declare 
them incapable of serious things; would cease to pro. 
claim that their opinions and wishes arc unworthy of 
regard, on things which concern them equally with men, 
and on many things which concern them much more than 
men. They would no longer bo classed with cliildrcn, 
idiots, and lunatics, ns incapable of taking enre of either 
themselves or others, and needing that everything should 
be done for them, Without asking their consent. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE 
WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE 
House of Commons t 28 February 1884 
(285 Pari Deb., 3 s., 106 ff.) 

[Gladstone, as Prime Minister, moved for leave to intro- 
duce the Representation of the People Bill. His speech 
and the debate generally are in contrast with the debates 
of 1831 and 1866-7. The influence of the electorate and 
of the party system had, by 1884, brought the discussion 
on to a quieter plane. No politician was, by this time, 
prepared to court unpopularity by opposing extensions 
of the franchise.] 

It commonly happens with regard to these large and 
constitutional questions— and it is well that it should 
so happen— that, before they are proposed upon the 
responsibility of the Queen’s Government, they have 
attained to an advanced stage of progress in the public 
mind through discussion out-of-doors; and, in conse- 
quence, it is not necessary very long to detain the House, 
with the general arguments which, if they were entirely 
new, would undoubtedly be requisite in order to make a 
case for the introduction of a Bill. On that part of the 
subject, therefore, I shall be very brief; but a few words 
I must necessarily say. 

I conceive that this Bill— this proposition- may be 
presented to the House under any one, and indeed under 
all, of three distinct and several aspects. In the first 
place, it is on our part a redemption of a pledge; because, 
although I do not use the word ‘pledge’ in its more 
narrow and objectionable sense, there is no doubt, I 
think as regards the persons prominently concerned m 
conducting the affairs of the country in conjunction with 
the Liberal Party, that at and before, as well as since, the 
last election they have constantly assured the country 
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that they regarded the work of ParliameiUary Reform as 
a proper and vital part of the mission, so to speak, of 
the present Parliament. The proposition may be re* 
garded, secondly, ns intended to satisfy a desire, for oar 
belief is that a desire for the extension of the household 
franchise to the counties is widely and generally enter- 
tained among the classes who are to be aiTcctccl by that 
extension. But there is another aspect in wliich I, for 
one, should hope that it will still more pointedly and 
constantly bo viewed : it is a proposal in satisfaction of a 
pledge; it is a proposal to meet a desire; but, above all, 
it is a proposal, in my view, and I think I may say in our 
view, to add strength to the State. I am not prepared to 
discuss admission to the franchise as it was discussed 
lifty years ago, when Lord John Russell had to stale, 
with almost bated breath, that he expected to add in the 
Three Kingdoms 500,000 to the constituencies, It is not 
now a question of nicely calculated less or more. I take 
my stand on the broad principle tliat the enfranchisement 
of capable citizens, be they few or be they many — and if 
they be many so much the better — gives an addition of 
strength to the State, 

The strength of the modem State lies in the rcpre,senta- 
tive system. I rejoice to think that in this happy country 
and under this happy Constitution wc have olhor sources 
of strength in the respect paid to various orders of the 
State, and in the authority they enjoy, and in the unbroken 
course which has been allowed to most of our national 
traditions; but still, in the main, it is the rcprcscnlativo 
system which is the strength of the modern Stale in 
general, and of the Stnte in this country in particular. 
Sir, I may say — it is an illustration which will Jiot occupy 
more than a moment — that never lias this great truth 
been so vividly illustrated as in the War of the American 
Republic. The convulsion of that country between 1861 
and 1865 was, perhaps, the most frightful which ever 
assailed a national existence. The efforts which were 
made on both sides were marked. The exertions by which 
alone the movement was put down were not only extra- 
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ordinary, they were what would antecedently have been 
called impossible; and they were only rendered possible 
by the fact that they proceeded from a nation where 
every capable citizen was enfranchised, and had a direct 
and an energetic interest in the well-being and the unity 
of the State. 

Sir, the only question that remains in the general argu- 
ment is, who are capable citizens? and, fortunately, that 
is a question which, on the present occasion, need not be 
argued at length, for it has been already settled— in the 
first place by a solemn legislative judgment acquiesced in 
by both parties in the State; and, in the second place, by 
the experience of the last more than fifteen years, Who, 
Sir, are the capable citizens of the State, whom it is pro- 
posed to enfranchise? It is proposed, in tlie main, to 
enfranchise the county population on the footing, and 
according to the measure, that has already been adminis- 
tered to the population of the towns. What are the main 
constituents of the county population? First of all, they 
are the minor tradesmen of the country, and the skilled 
labourers and artizans in all the common arts of life, and 
especially in connection with our great mining industry. 
Is there any doubt that these arc capable citizens? You 
hon. Gentlemen opposite have yourselves asserted it by 
enfranchising them in the towns; and we can only say 
that we heartily subscribe to the assertion. But besides 
the artizans and the minor tradesmen scattered through- 
out our rural towns, we have also to deal with the 
peasantry of the country. Is there any doubt that the 
peasantry of the country are capable citizens, qualified 
for enfranchisement, qualified to make good use of their 
power as voters? This is a question which has been solved 
for us by the first and second Reform Bills ; because many 
of the places which under the name of towns are now 
represented in this House are really rural communities, 
based upon a peasant constituency. 

For my part, I should be quite ready to fight the battle 
of the peasant upon general and argumentative grounds. 
I believe the peasant generally to be, not in the highest 
480 H 
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sense, but in a very real sense, a skilled labourer. He is 
not a man tied down to one mechanical exercise of his 
physical powers. He is a man who must do many things, 
and many things which require in him the exercise of 
active intelligence. But, as I say, it is not necessary to 
argue on that ground, first of all, because we have got 
his friends, here— on the opposite benches — from whom 
we must anticipate great zeal for his enfranchisement; 
and, secondly, because the question has been settled by 
legislative authority in the towns, and by practical experi- 
ence. If he has a defect, it is that he is too ready, perhaps, 
to work with and to accept the influence of his superlors- 
superiors, I mean, in worldly station. But that is the last 
defect that hon. Gentlemen opposite will bo disposed to 
plead against him, and it is a defect that we do not feel 
ourselves entitled to plead, and that we are not at all 
inclined to plead. We are ready to take him as he is, and 
joyfully bring him within the reach of this last and highest 
privilege of the Constitution. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE (WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE) 

PHILIP SNO WDEN {afterwards Viscount Snowdeti) 
House of Commons, 6 May 1913 
(52 H.C. Deb,, 5 s„ 1895 ff.) 

[Debate on motion for the Second Reading of the Repre- 
sentation of the People (Women) Bill. This speech was 
made at the height of the militant campaign for women’s 
suffrage.] 

It is now admitted that in some respects women may 
be the equals of men, indeed, I believe there are some 
members who have used this argument, who have been 
willing to admit that in some respects women may be the 
superiors of men. But it is maintained, and this conten- 
tion was urged by the hon. Gentleman who has just sat 
down, that however good women may be in certain 
respects, whatever their ability may be, whatever their 
capacity for service may be, however usef^u! and necessary 
they may be in the economy of nature, yet by nature they 
have been denied the possession of those special gifts, 
which are necessary for forming an intelligent opinion 
upon public and political questions. That is the familiar 
argument of the Prime Minister, and I have no doubt we 
shall hear it again in the course of the speech which, I 
believe, the Prime Minister will deliver to-day. Indeed, 
the burden of the last speech the Prime Minister made in 
this House upon the question of Women Suffrage was that 
there was something fundamental in the sex which made 
it a very great risk to give to women the same political 
powers which are exercised by men. When the right hon. 
Gentleman speaks I hope he will be more definite and a 
little more explicit. I hope he will explain a little more 
fully what is that fundamental difference between the two 
sexes which enables men to form intelligent opinions 
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upon questions and denies that intelligence to women. 
And may I help him by putting further questions to him? 
Will he be good enough to say wiiero women lack the 
capacity to form an intelligent opinion upon matters of 
national government, while at the same lime possessing 
the ability and capacity to form intelligent opinions about 
the administration of the laws which are passed by Parlia- 
ment? For instance, will ho tell mo wherein lies the 
difllculty, and what constitutes the clin'ereiice between the 
mental capacity required to vote for a certain individual 
as member of the London County Council, which is 
entrusted with the administration of the affairs of this 
great city, and yet not a bio intelligently to vote for the 
same man to be returned ns a member of this House, 
which has to make the laws which have to bo administered 
by the London County Council? 

I want to know precisely what it is that women lack 
that enables them to be trusted with the administration 
of laws and yet disqualifies them from taking part in 
deciding what the laws shall be. And may I help the 
Prime Minister still further by asking him to explain why 
more than once during tire last few years he has appointed 
women on Royal Commissions? Ho appointed women 
to the Royal Commission which inquired into the ques- 
tion of the Divorce Law. Tlicso women have reported; 
their Report is supposed to bo a recommendation to this 
House as a basis of legislation. I would very much like 
to know how it is that women arc considered by the 
Prime Minister to possess intelligence and the qualities 
necessary to advise this IIouso as to what form this 
legislation would take, and that yet it would be a danger 
to the community if women were to be permitted to vote 
for the election of the men who have to pass these laws, 
All this talk about the mental inferiority of women is 
nothing but an example of the colossal conceit of men. 
You cannot argue with conceit, you can only pity it. 

Another of the fundamental objections which is 
brought against the enfranchisement of women is this, 
that women do not need votes, that men are not only 
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anxious, that they are ever ready, as well as able, to do 
everything for women better than women can do it for 
themselves. I am quite willing to admit that in recent 
years the House of Commons has shown a keener interest 
in women’s questions than was formerly the case. It 
gives more attention to women’s affairs. Why? Simply 
because of the strength of the women’s movement out- 
side. Who are the members of this House who are very 
anxious that the claims of women should receive the 
consideration of members of this House? Notoriously 
the anti-siiflfragist members, because they want to take 
away the force of the women’s contention that women’s 
claims cannot receive proper attention so long as women 
have not the vote. But I submit that women even now 
do not get proper consideration in the House of Com- 
mons. I could cite a number of measures passed during 
the last seven or eight years, all of which in many of 
their provisions are very unfair to women. I might cite 
the Old Age Pensions Act in the form in which it was 
introduced, I might cite many of the provisions of the 
Insurance Act, but I pass away from them, and I make 
this general statement, that even if this House of Com- 
mons, elected by men, did everything for the women that 
the women could do for themselves, and, if it did it 
better, that would not in the slightest degree lessen the 
need for women taking a direct part in the legislation of 
this country. . . . 

I understand that some members who formerly sup- 
ported Women Suffrage and are going to vote against it 
to-day say they are not going to be intimidated by vio- 
lence. But in taking up that attitude they are allowing 
themselves to bo intimidated by violence. They are 
allowing themselves to be intimidated from doing what 
they believe to bo right because one woman in a thousand 
has done something they disapprove of. Why, surely, 
there never was such an absurd estimate of the relative 
strengths of the influences which ought to affect one’s 
judgment as that estimate is! The right thing, the coura- 
geous thing, for these men to do is to say, ‘We will 
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not be infliicnccil by these uetions. Wo will tio wtmi wo 
believe to be riglU', aiul it' they do tliiu tlicn tlicy nwy 
(Icpcnil upon it that rcbellloii and revoluiion will cease, 
because no revolution can continue unless it is based 
upon a justiliabic sense ofit^justicc, 

Five times in the Inst seven years t Iiave scon a Women 
Sufi rage Bill i^ass the Second kcading In this Mouse by 
a largo majority. There is, ns T have alrciuly said, no 
other question to which the Mouse ol' (,'oninions is so 
pledged by its past votes as to the cnrrancliisemctu of 
women. Arc we to go on for ever making to women 
tho.se profess ions of sym]>athy but givnut no tuaelical 
concc.ssion? Tens of thousands of women are being 
compelled to devote llicir lives, their means, (Imir ener- 
gies, and [heir groat abilities to tids light I'or the political 
vote, and all the time they are pining to be IVec in order 
that tlicy miglu devote lliemselves to the work of con- 
structive social reforju. livery good cause is imniensur- 
ably poorer in service because wo condemn women to 
devote lhcm.seives to tliis light. They are comijellcd (o 
do tliat Ixjcauso they realise that I ho vote Is the primary 
need to them. I'lioir hearts arc .sick at the painful and 
(loprc.ssing monotony of it ail. I do not appeal to the 
sympathy or iho generosity of this Mouse. I appeal to 
its sonso of Jiistiec, and I do hope that a largo nmjority 
of the members of this Mouse will tieelarc by their votes 
to-niglu that In their belief the lime has come when the 
self-respect of the llritlsh Mouse of Commons tlemamis 
that this qticslion should bo ilnally settled ainl should bo 
settled in harmony witli tlK).so principles of democratic 
scif-govcrnmciu on whieli alone ilio greatness and stabi- 
lity of Parliament can be based. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE (WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE) 

LADY ASTOR 

House of Commons, 29 March 1928 
(215 ll.c. Deb., 5 a., M51 fT.) 

[DniJATR on motion for the Second Reading of the Repre- 
sentation of the People (Equal Franchise) Bill, which 
provided that the ago qualification for women voters 
should bo 21 instead of 30, ns fixed by the Act of 1918,] 
If I thought for one minute that the coming of women 
Into public life was going to lower the moral standard 
and outlook of tlio country, I should object to this Bill. 
It is bccau.se I believe that tlicy arc going to bring a moral 
and spiritual view into public life, just as some men do, 
that I support this proposal. I am not saying that women 
alone bring a moral and spiritual view into public life, 
but I believe tliat women have moral and spiritual things 
at heart because of their children, They have to make 
preparation for their ciiiklren. We in England know the 
things from which our children sutfer, The influences 
that wo fear most for our children are the immoral influ- 
ences. Wo know, no matter what the material greatness 
of a country is, that most of tiie misery, suflbring and 
sickness comes from tlio double moral standard. You 
may say that that is a far-olf vision, but it is a vision 
that wo iiavo all got ahead of us and a vision that a great 
many men as well a, s women possess. This trust in women 
is not only a step forward for women; it is a step forward 
for the men, too. After all, we are progressing. Wo know 
that people arc governed by our ideas, and wo do not 
judge persons by thoir sex but by their consciousness. 
If a good idea comes into the world wo do not ask where 
it comes from, but test it to see whether it is good or 
whether it is bad. 
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It is in trying to divide mnnkiiid into sexes and keeping 
them in these divisions that so many of our troubles have 
come. An hon. Gentleman has asked whether there is 
not a woman’s point of view. The truth is, that man is 
such a mixture of woman and man. Sometimes a woman 
may be moved by the male in her just as a man may be 
moved by the female in him, I think that people are 
beginning to see that, and the more they see it the more 
we shall progress. Men cannot go forward alone, and 
we know perfectly well that the men wlio are foremost 
in vision and outlook are the men wlio are inlluenced by 
good women. An hon. Member says, ‘Not in the ballot 
box.’ I would like to tell him that I had the privilege of 
being the first woman in the I-Iouso of Commons, and 
sometimes I used to doubt wliellicr it was a privilege. 
When I stood up and asked questions affecting women 
and children, social and moral questions, I used to be 
shouted at for five or ton minutes at a time. Tlmt was 
when they thought tlmt I was rather a freak, a voice 
crying in the wilderness. But ns tlio women became more 
and more interested in these quc.slions, the more and 
more I stood there knowing full well that there was an 
army outside behind me. I can testify to the change that 
has taken place in this House of Commons since women 
had a vote in the country. Wo nil know tlmt before 
women had votes, taking the twelve years before tliey 
had the vote, there were only five measures passed dealing 
with women and with things aficcting women and child- 
ren. From 1918 onwards wo have had twenty measures 
passed affecting women and children, I am not blaming 
the men at all, but simply showing that already we see 
the effect that women’s influence in the country is having 
on legislation. 

I do not think, as an hon. Member has said, that we 
should be frightened of the womcji of 21, Have the men 
of 21 let the country clown? Have they done anything 
foolish and retrograde? Really, that is a poor argument, 
and it is not based upon reason. It is based upon preju- 
dice and fear. I rejoice to think that the Prime Minister 



THE PEOPLE 


201 

has shown vision, foresight and courage in going for- 
ward. I am very sorry that hpn. Members should have 
exposed their fears to the House of Commons. One of 
the most remarkable features concerning the party to 
which I have the honour to belong is that we should be 
able to go forward in spite of such albatrosses about our 
necks. I hope, and indeed I am perfectly certain, in spite 
of these Jeremiahs and their fears, that the young women 
of the country will never let them down. If hon. Members ' 
would only realise the longing there is in the hearts of 
thousands of women to make this country, for which so 
many of their fathers and brothers died, a better place, 
they would realise that the Prime Minister and the whole 
House of Commons are doing, not what is worst for the 
country but what is best in the interests of the country. 
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REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE (WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE) 

STANLEY BALDWIN {afterwards Earl BaUIwin of 
Bewdley^ 

House of Commons^ 29 March 1928 
(215 //.C. Dob,, 5 s„ 1473 fl’.) 

[Sec note on No. 93,] 

Why is it that at the end of this struggle we find (his 
Bill being accepted with enthusiasm in some quarters, 
with tolerance in others, possibly wltli indi (Terence Jiere 
and there, but with very little real and substantial oppo- 
sition? The reason is, I think, that the minds and the 
hearts of our people are fitted for tlio complete enfran- 
chisement of women by the experience of the War. This 
is more than a matter of logic. The logic is all on one 
side, but there is a deep-rooted feeling and instinct which 
animates many men on both sides. The feeling which 
animates those who vote against this measure is that 
instinctive feeling against giving women the vote which 
has existed for so long, which has become much less, but 
which still exists, and probably will continue to exist in 
a lessening degree. Before the War, the work and the 
education of women had been expanding in many direc- 
tions, but, when the War came, there was an over- 
whelming demonstration before our eyes of the part 
played by woman in every phase and sphere and function 
of our national life, and, to those of us who saw the part 
that she played in the War, there seems to bo something 
almost ridiculous in refusing her claim to equal citizen- 
ship, 

With the War, the heart went out of that opposition, 
We have allowed women since the War to sit in this 
House; they have been at the head of our political organ!- 
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sations; we welcome their assistance in a hundred ways; 
the Civil Service and the professions are open to them, 
and it became absurd, in the presence of these facts, to 
maintain the position that many of us had maintained 
before the War. I am not myself alarmed at the numerical 
preponderance of women. I think it is a complete fallacy 
to imagine that they will vote by class or by sex. They 
will be divided exactly as we are. Tiiere has been a unity 
amongst them which has been evoked by the struggle in 
which they have been engaged to obtain tiiese elementary 
rights, and, with the obtaining of these rights, that par- 
ticular unity which bound them together in the pursuit 
of a common end will be gone, and they will judge of 
political affairs according to their temperament and ac- 
cording to their experience, in exactly the same way that 
we do. 

There has been, no doubt— this, I think, has perhaps 
been missed by my hon, Friends who are opposing the 
measure—a feeling amongst womenfor a long time past that 
as the franchise was being more and more extended and 
practically all men added, woman, by the fact of being 
outside the franchise, was placed in a position of less 
responsibility, even of inferiority. You may not sympa- 
thise with it, but that feeling was there, and it was that 
feeling, in my judgment, that strengthened them in their 
fight and was their justification for that fight, so long and 
so bitter at times. But that fight is over now, and with 
the conclusion of it, and with the complete enfranchise- 
ment of women, I think there will come what we all 
desire to see, and that is a rational companionship in 
working together between men and women for the better- 
ment of their country. Through the ages past we men 
have not always taken a rational view of women. NVe 
have either put her up on a pedestal or plunged her down 
in the pit. As a matter of fact, she occupies a middle 
position, I was very pleased to read in a book recently 
written by a woman on the work of women that she d^ 
dared as the result of her investigations, which dealt 
largely with the mediaeval period of history, that 
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‘the position of women was very much wiinl commonscase 
would indicate. Her position was one neither of inferiority 
nor of superiority, but of a certain rough-and'iciiily equality.’ 

That is good euougii for me, 

Onco this Bill is law the last fraction of truth about 
inequality will have gone, and gone for ever, and the 
subjection of women, if there be such a thing, will not 
depend then on any creation of the law, nor can it be 
remedied by any action of the law. 7’ho fault is not in 
our stars but in ourselves that we are underlings. It will 
never again be possible to blame llie Sovereign State for 
any position of Inequality. Women will have, with us, 
the fullest rights, The ground and justification for the 
old agitation, ns I said, is gone and gone for ever, But 
they will find that, hard ns was the struggle to gain this 
freedom, the rlgiit use of this freedom to nttuin their 
ideals will be harder still. The attainment of nn ideal is 
very often the beginning of disillusion, and they must 
look at fresh horizons as they come out and make for 
fresh ideals. 
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LORD SUMNER 
House of LordSi 21 May 1928 
(71 II.L, Deb., 5 s., 193 ff.) 

rDEDATE on motion for Second Reading of the Repre- 
sentation of the People (Equal Franchise) Bill. There was 
but little opposition to the extension of the franchise in 
1884, and less in 1918 and 1928. Lord Sumner was one 
of the very few who criticized the Bill.] 

May I ask your Lordships to consider some of the 
consequences of this measure, because, frankly, I assume 
that it is going to pass? A Government which waves its 
hand and is supported by both bodies of its opponents, 
a Government which in the House of Commons has only 
ten of its own supporters in the Lobby against it, is a 
Government which I imagine can rest quite confidently 
on the assurance that this Bill wilt pass its Second Reading 
to-morrow. Consider, however, one or two of the new 
factors, that will be introduced into politics. I under- 
stand that the electorate will number about 26,000,000 
under the Bill, and although I do not profess to know 
anything about vital statistics, I assume that out of a 
total population of 44,000,000, after you have deducted 
the people under 21 and the people in the gaols, and the 
lunatics, and your Lordships, pretty nearly the whole of 
them will be entitled to vote. . j ■ 

This is a fact which I believe everybody interested in 
the welfare of this country at present ought to brand 
upon his mind, and never forget it as long as he lives. 
The people who pay the direct taxes of this country are 
the Income Tax payers, and the people who pay the 
Super-Tax, the people who in substance pay the 
XJutics — perhaps I am wrong there, for they are dead and 
have got out of it, but somebody else pays out of what 
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tiipy lirtvo left and ihe people who pay sunclry oiliPr 
minor imposts. The people who are charged to XnS 
Tax number some 2,400,000 persons. About one la {en 
of those who vote will bear the burden of the direct taM 
tion that may be involved in the result of the vote. Thl 
aic scattered about in all constituencies. Ido not supnosa 
there IS any constituency in wJiich they nrc sufficS 
numeious to make any impression upon the voting, and 
although I am not making any attack on this ground 
upon the intelligence or virtue of those who vote and 
o not pay, the result is that when now Jcglslntion in- 
volves, as it constantly docs involve, new expenditure 
and, what IS more serious, permanent expenditure, you 
^ impo.sed by the votes of^the 

2,400,000, upon tlie pockets of 
the 2,4(»,000 tax payers. That is the way in which our 
system is pcimaiiently carried on. It is quite truo that 
there is a large body of indirect taxes, but what a very 
arge part of that is coiUribiited by wine, beer and spirits! 

on wine arc mostly contributed by the 
2,400,000 and their families. Beer is one of those sources 
of revemie which it is almost indecent now to allude to 
and which is perpetually being held up as one of those 
plagues of society which all good persons, and women 
particularly, are concerned to destroy. 

I think tho woman’s vote is quite as good 
In saying that I do not wisli to be iindcr- 
stood as expressing very great admiration for it, but I 
have not been able to .see why, in the same classes and at 
the same ages, women are to be expected to vote more 

fhinrtw^ the country than men, except for one 
ng, thatas a rule they are not quite so directly encaged 

even "*5 men arc, although 

Tst cs certain general cliaracter- 

fhev are hearts and quick oinotions, and 

wheiw without considering too long 

I deprecate 

y much the necessity of discussing the peculiar charac- 
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teristics of the two sexes, but you cannot get on without 

doing so. . 

My reason for dwelling upon the matter is this. At a 
general election there are two dangers which stand be- 
tween a candidate and a voter— the vast size of the 
constituency to which he has to address himself, and the 
immense driving force of small bodies of highly organised 
and determined persons, who, though relatively small in 
numbers, are able to command in each constituency a 
formidable number of votes, and who under the banner 
of their cause can say: ‘The price of our votes is your 
vote for our cause.’ In the case of total abstinence I 
think the experience of the United States warrants one 
in saying that the strength of the agitation at the polls, 
for prohibition or extreme restriction of the liquor trade, 
will be largely carried on by the preponderating body of 
women voters, organised, inspired and led by the perti- 
nacious, determined and resolute leaders in whose hands 

that cause is. . „ . . 

Suppose by a well-managed series of operations at a 
general election, at which tlie issue is uncertain, a sweep- 
ing demand were made by well-distributed votem for 
prohibition, in some form or other, and, as candidates 
must get votes or be rejected— r-which is a contingency 
they are not prepared to face — suppose the candidates 
were to say; ‘Of course, we will adopt and vote for this 
excellent proposition,’ Suppose a young House meets 
and the Government is supported by a considerable 
majority of people on both sides, who number among 
their constituents voters who can only be appeased by 
support for their particular nostrum; suppose that the 
Government therefore adopts, as a measure of 
a prohibition measure. It is quite certain in my mind that 
in those circumstances such a measure would secure an 
immense amount of support. Then suppose the Bill 
passed in another place. What is the power of your 
Lordships to stand between the immediate passing ot 
such a measure as that, due very largely to the animation 
and zeal of women voters, and the completion ot the 
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campaign? Wiiat cflcctivc power inivc your Lordsliin« 
now to prevent tlie passing of such ii niensure, which in 
the circumstances I am indicating to your Lordshins k 
a hasty and ill-considered measure, because no time lis? 
been given to it by most of those who vote for it? 

I think the real thing that wo ought to bear in mind 
and carry away from this Hill, is this, that if a Bill intro! 
duced without pledges is a justiliablc mcnsuic to extend 
the Constitution in one direction, another Bill which 
rests upon the most positive pledges already given 
pledges to be performed within the lifetime of this Ptr! 
1 lament, ought also to be passed as an indispensablo 
concomitant, in order to preserve the balance of the Coiisli. 
tution and to prevent disastrous legislation, which no one 
will regret more than those who have for tiic time beine 
been led away by it. On the one side, such n measure as 
that, which I am now taking ns an example, sweeps indis- 
pcnsablc millions away from the revenuo which cannot 
be replaced; on the other side it conliscutcs properly 
which those who own it arc entitled, according to our 
existing notions, to retain. As long as you have a Con- 
stitution in which there is no sunicient liaison between 
tho^se who find the money and those who IJiul the policy 
and give the yotc.s, so long yon will nlway.s be exposing 
yourselves, with these gigantic, amorplious, unmanage- 
able electorates, to unnecessary and ill-considered legis- 
lation, which in the long run can do nothing but harm, 
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reform of the franchise (WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE) 

EARL OF BIRKENHEAD 
House of Lords, 22 May 1928 
(71 H.L. Deb., 5 s., 251 IT,) 


[See note on No. 95.] 

It is worth while going into the history of this matter. 
Through my own attitude in relation to it there runs a 
golden vein of consistency which, inasmuch as it has been 
much misunderstood, I take the opportunity of mak- 
ing once again very plain. I was against the extension of 
the franchise to women. I am against the extension of the 
franchise to women, I always shall be against the ex- 
tension of the franchise to women. There is not the 
slightest inconsistency in my career in regard to it, nor 
is there the slightest inconsistency in my standing at this 
Box to-night and recommending this measure. And, if 
your Lordships will be patient with me, I will make this 
matter of history— and history when political is very 
easily forgotten— indisputably plain. It was in the year 
1918 after the War, that the disaster took place. Had it 
not been for the War in my judgment we should have 
continued successfully to resist this measure for an indefi- 
nite period of time. But what happened? In that year, 
in which nearly everybody went mad, when the phrasw 
of President Wilson and his predictions were translated 
into logical and mathematical conclusions, and we talked 
of self-determination when we made the Peace Treaty— 
it was in that year that a discussion arose as to the exten- 
sion of the franchise. I believe, equally without incon- 
sistency, I was the Minister in charge of that Bill as 
Attorney-General in another place. 

Let me describo to your Lordships how gradually, yet 
how inevitably we descended the slippery slope. First of 



'rilB IM-Ol’LH 

ull. it was not proposed that women should ho inckuiM 
liicn a member of the IIouso of Commons, and 

i Llii iccI, I was iiiiiic imirassililo U) oxoliido IVom ? 

llio liolil, Alilioiigli 11 IS not a imliilcni or ,, ohUoS, " 
ccrliiinly Ihiit a mini wlio liiis siipporloil yoiir cliusc'hnl!! 
fioi IS ncccssiiriiy cciiiiilly qiialillcil |„ support you,. “1 ,« 
111 llio polls, tliiii iirijiimiMit in i|io apiril of ilio inoma,! 
vi s iiccopioil will! niello onlhiisiiisni, mill iiocoKlIno^y S 

w iZ? ‘n'«iiitaiiicm oris 

and witlio It rcicrcncc to tmy other very rlaoroiis cxnnf 

"li !‘’'iVr oi' the House arose an ! 

Mm . ir yoLi are uxtciKling the franchise to otir hrZ 
soldleis 111 recognition of their valour on the tlckl how 
abou t our bravo mumiioii workers, many of whom wonia 
sroiil ly liiivo desired lo servo In il’ie lleltl, |,m who S ‘I 
110 iillowcd lo do so liceiuiso of die Immensely emkr 

wiiZ?! Zi"o' lo llio iiiilioii by tlicil 

n is, ,Z." '"‘"'""““"S''' ainunieiii, loS, w„, 
ci niuilt to lesisl when once yon Inul yielded to the first 
f hcii an instdioiKs and subtle member of the Hotiso said- 
How about our bjavo women munition workers?^ mul* 
hnvme once on principle yielded to ilie first argun ciu it 
W iitao iilely impossible lo resist llie secS "us 
ceilninly true Him Imd you cliiillenged ii Division In Hii 
House of Commons of ilmt day upon (ids subject lie 
minority woukl have been negligible against the pronosal 
to enfranchise (ho women, after liio Conference nml dls- 

"""in dlolo Hi- look place, 

lo^io IIouqI nr “•'* ^ U vUi'm 

ha 131 U ^Iny i '3 not opposing 

that J 3 jll that I did preserve, all my old oblcctiona and 

picjudicM—was I to say; ‘I will leave this Governmciu 

mens / I have spent nearly tlio wliolc of my noli lien I Ufo 
in givmg wise advice (o my fellow coinitS 

tdinost invariably disregarded, and If I luul 
icsiencd every time (Iiat my wise and advantageous atlv/co 
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wns rejected I should seldom, indeed, during tliut critical 
Dcriod have been in onice. I, therefore, reasonably took 
the view, making a frank explanation to the House of 
Commons of the position in which I found myself, that 
it was my duty as Attorney-General to carry out the 
wishes of the Government; but I expressly made my 
advocacy of that Bill conditional upon my complete 
freedom to explain the circumstances in which I round 
myself at the moment as its paradoxical champion. I 
claim tlio same frccilom to-night. 

Let me for a moment discuss (he real issue which is 
before this House. Nearly all the arguments that have 
been addressed to your Lordships have been arguments 
that would Iiavo been valuable, timely and relevant m 
the year 1919. I hove not heard one argument in the 
course of debate which has tlio slightest value in the 
ncrlod wliicli we liavc rcnclied. Wliat is the use of saying 
that we ought to wait until after the next general election 
—that wo ought to give the people a chance at the next 
ccneral election to give an opinion which it is said they 
have never yet cxpresscclV I, do not know whether they 
have expressed an opinion or not. 1 do not argue it, 
because the argument is in my judgment irrelevant, bup- 
nosc your Lordships look the grave and most unwise 
responsibility of rejecting this Bill toniglU, what would 
happen at the next general election? The Leader of 
the Labour Party, the Leader of the Liberal Party and the 
Lender of the Conservative Parly would all go to the 
country and say: ‘We profoiimlly resent the attitude of 
the House of Lords and wo all of us pledge ourselves to 
rc-introduco this Bill at once, (ho moment the election has 
taken place.’ I picture Lord Banbury taking the held and 
informing the country tliiil if ho is returned to power it 
is his purpose to refuse to carry this Dill into law. These 
things arc not done by members of (his House without 
organisalion, or parlies, or followings. When you are to 
allcmpt n prognosis of that which the , 

you must address yourselves to Uin thc spiilt of practical 
politicians. Once you know that the leaders of all the 
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organisations of all the parties are deenlv 
pledged to this change it is foily to make a recommend 
tion to your Lordships wliich, if adopted would 
this House with ridicule, We know that such a " 
could never be taken by an AssemW^S 

Snce anrsanur'* 
4L'rh«‘°ityaTdrcoXS°h^ 

fhe mfoT? of principle in the Preamble to 

the 1919 Act, as the noble and learned Lord upon the 

Mual^^thP women were to ^ 
equal, there was indeed a kind of hypocrisy and insin 

' S H Is/® ^‘“le defence, wheS we 

l women of twenw! 

iwpnSJT ^ and not as sophisticated as men of 

in our hearts knowsXu 
woman of twenty-one is far more mature and far more 
sophisticated than a man of twenty-one. The moment 
to^haw V settled the principle that women were 

ihpr V. ^ i^^came a lost cause to argue that 

there should be differentiation between people of the 

STHo^se Plocuit, sed ylcia Catoni. 

i his House has never consisted of Catos. Mv recom 

ofresolmsLgnatlon™ » »PWt 
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taxation of colonies 

WILLIAM PITT iaftenvards Earl of Chatham) 

House of Commons, 17 December 1765 
(16 Pari, HIsl. 98 ff.) 

made in the debate on the Address of 
Afsneeoh f om the Throne at the opemng 
nfw as having an amazmg 

effect both at home and in America.] 

^ ^Tth/Xh’' S r«p?cr“ Amerfrt 

gentlemen ^ gis Ma?e^t?m^oLfnS^n^^^ 
and A subject of greater 

tbaSvlrSged the attention of this House! 

importance than ever g g ^ ^ ^ 

that subject ou yourselves were to be 

was the question whe y cannot depend 

*'°'’‘'^4alth for any fmurn day. such is the nature of my 
upon to sav a few words at present, 

iSgthe fasti ftl equity! the policy, the expediency 

considered it as a POi^^t of ‘ of right and wrong, 

it in that light, they leave all “Sruction. It is 

to follow a delusion to lay a tax 

my opinion that this 

upon the colonies. At th f.olonies to be sovereign 
rity of this kirigdom o'^® x of government and 

■i7r:="~=»is- s e 

SM.T—.S'iSSE,- w - 







Englislimcii. Equally bound by i(s laws nnH 
pm-licjpa(ing of (I,c cou«iitt,tion of Z Vieo 
liie Americans arc (he sons, not the baslnrds of 
Tnxaiioii js no part of the governing or JegishuL^ ® 
The taxes arc a voluntary gift and cnuit ofthfl^J^ 
a one. In legislation the three esi-ucs of thn 

th feX r* t'- SaS 

f ™ r ,r s Srrr 'S’L^ s- 

efrsy P^essXe la"Sd^ 

clergy gave and granted to he Sown^ 
and granted wJiat was their owjt At Jcsent^lif 

IS as a chop of water m the ocean - inui 

sents those Commons tlie nrnmLll r fi ^epre- 

areal Britain, filve anr^nrio 

Our own promriy? No Wn y"*'* .Muiosly, wlm? 

Maiesty, llio pSly “f 

essenTia^f '* 

“ Them T by po!v““ 

representedTn U]|s HoSs^ ^ m virtually 

an American 

any knight of the shire in „ represented by 

* nny county in this kingdom? 
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nvro ataS ES 

is what is caUed, ‘the rotten part of the Con- 
It cannot continue the century; if it does not 

of America il this House, is the most contemp- 

“te=Su 

ot tills, uiwi would have been slaves it they 

their own money. They woum nav^^^ 

=s=:gss=j£= 

pockets without their consent. 

Here I would draw the line, ^ 

‘Quam ultra citraque ncquit consistere rectum. 

[The concluding passages of the speech were not oudib e 
to the reporter.] 



98 

taxation of colonies 

lord CAMDEN 
House of Lords, 24 February 1766 
(16 VarL Hist, 178 JT,) 

[Loud Camdun was a valimblo supnortcr of PiiE. „} 
on (lie (nxnHon of llic Colonies TiWo ° 

Hfialnst the American Dccinrntorv Tiiil 

My position is (Ins — 1 I'cnoat ii t min ■> • < i • 

iSSs 

bolwc/n’iitarfllSte'l? 

arc coeval with and essciiiTiil in n ^ «ik 1 represemation 
priuo sfffl wo“ n" 

I wish thi Zos wm,ld I ™ ."'V' 

wore cool eiio rol, m minds 

IhorcpresonlnlhoImlw -uVyihfrt' "i'"'''’ “““ 

equally setlleci, ^ ^ ^ kingdom was more 

eriarZSorm 

House of Commons teZ? in aafl- •"''™ 

£ WfS *f 

' IS a point loo important to bo left to such 
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u nnnnic When did the House of Commons 

^vrong-hended peo^^^^ W the Consti- 

UP Si tho Constitution; there is not a 

If r?."of wass growing in the most obscure corner of th.s 
bliide of glass gro t, not ever, represented 

kingdom, j ’ beean; there is not a blade of 

since t^xed was not taxed by the consent 

leTm Alords. I challenge any one to 
of the ti,x was laid upon any person 

point out f JLo/being unrepresented in Parlia- 

by Parliament, that ^ laUl a tax upon the 

Chester and ordered commissioneis to col- 
f ^ f ”tl er^ S ordered to collect it 

lect it t 4>-„, Kill (lie nala linn tc refused to comply, 
i„ OthM cout C 1 but ^ 

they addressed that 

‘1’° 'fpMl Snt of their own! that they had always 

! L 1 l em eWer Ihereforo desired the K ng to order 
taxed themselves, mv Lords, the King 

his commissioner ;cla^^ 

represented tlierc; that ^ tb^y would tax 

own, which represented the c rgy , t 
themselves; they did .g jf the King, 

Wales, before It was united a^^ ^bat 

standing m the ....tbority; but the real 

country, raised ^ j at long before Wales was 

fact is otherwise; for I find t ja^^ principality had 

subdued, the nortlicrn oou Assembly. As to 

rcprcsenlativ^es, and ^ binadom had a Parliament 

Ireland, my Lords, befo *. bi„g®wiU examine the old 

as it now has, it your Lor I l 

records, you will find, thn ^ representatives ; and 

ll;fsrmTSo!l^wmi.“-myourLord.hte^ 
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*’<^presenla lives received from (heir constituents. i 
rhf> l-pr<ls, from the whole of our history, from | 

period, you will /inid that taxation and repre- 
, "ere always unitcvl; so true are the words (a' 

consummate rcasemer and politician Mr. Locke. I 
arwH^^ altudcd to his bc'ok; I have ag;iin consulted him; 

a imdmg what he writes sr? applicable to the subject 
n and, and so much in fiivour of my sentiments, I beg 

book. 

t r power cannot take from any men any 

part of his property, without his consent*; and Book 2, 
PP- J 36-] 39, particularly MO. Such are the words of this 
^eat man, and which are well worth your serious atten* 
non. His principles are drawn from the heart of our con. 
suiutjon, which he thoroughly understood, and will last 
s long as that .shall last; and, to his immortal honour, I 
Know not to what, under providence, the Revolution, and 
all Its happy etfects. are more owing than to the principles 
of government laid down hy Mr. Locke. 

For these reasons, my Lords, I can never giv^e my assent 
o any bill for taxing the American colonies, while they 
rernain unrepresented; for as to the distinction of a 
virtual representation, it is so absurd as not to deserve 
an amwer; I therefore pass it over with contempt. The 
orelathers of the Americans did not leave their native 
country, and subject themselves to every danger and dis- 
tress, to ^ reduced to a state of slavery; they did not 
&ve up their rights; they looked for protection, and not 
or chains, from their mother country; by her they ex- 
pected to be defended in the possession of their property, 
and not to be deprived of it; for, should the present power 
continue, there is nothing which they can call their own; 
or to use the words of Mr. Locke, ‘What property have 
they in that which another may, by right, take, when he 
pleases, to himself?’ 
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taxation of colonies 
JSDMUND BURKE 
House o/Ctninnons, 19 April 1774 
(17 PaA. in.U. 126 ') IT.) 

1 niissiiees of (his fiimoxis speech Bmke 

on 'll.o Ccns.Untion of the 
.1// out tt .nnfln nn n inn I inn fOF 


^r^4 n few reiniuks on 'Uie v^onsuumk.ii 

T^mnii-o’ Tho siioocli WHS mntlo on n inolmn for 
rtio Amorlcnn Ton Duly Act. The motion 
° "Vii-ao miilorltv. Tho nttlliido of tho 


'Sted by a ’in^rmnimityTTho nttUnde of tho 
* may bo ilhistratcd by tho qiiotntion of n 

.1,^ o^id of Lord Norlh-s siiccolij ; Convince 


maV OO miisutuw uj ■viv...... — -- 

o^id of Lord Norllfs siicoohi Convince 
A -il tlnvt vou iuc nblc, and not afiaid to con- 
^hera and dopoi't' upon It, obotlionco will bo tho 
tro'^it or wur doliboriillon; lot us conduct ouisolvcs with 
r<=>®!inesf mid rosoUillon throuBhout tho whole of these 
fl>'tSsu?Ssrand there is not the Icnsl doubt but pence and 
"’fietudo will soon bo rostored. 1 , , , 

nt .,,1 Sir embmeo some system or other before we 

^ Hits session, no you menu to tnx Amencn, imd to 
\ nroduc VO roveiuio from thonco? If you do, speak 
nsoortuln this revenue; settle its quan ity, 
ntovklc for its collection; and then 
yon Jnivo something to fight for. If yo^| 

I If you kill, take possession; and do not 
Uic cluunclcr of madmen, ns wcl ns assassins, 
SFcSont. vincliclive. bloody, and lymnnical without an 

"Rnt mnv bettor counsels guide yon 1 

-ianin revert to your old principles— seek 

Agnin, and ^\snu^vm .j. t^j^^ble 

pcaco to tnx. herself. I am not here going into the 
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of our unhappy contest, will die along with it. They anH 
we, and their and our ancestors, have been happy 
that system. Let the memory of all actions, in contra 
diction to that good old mode, on both sides, bo gxtb 
guished for ever. Be content to bind America by huvs of 
trade; you have always done it. Let it bo your reason 
for not taxing. These arc the argLimenls of states and 
kingdoms. Leave the rest to the schools; for there onlv 
they may be discussed witli safety. But if, Intemperate^ 
unwisely, fatally, you sophisticate and poison the verv 
source of government, by urging subtle deductions, and 
consequences odious to tho.se who govern, from the un 
limited and illimitnbie nature of supreme sovorcicniv' 
you will teach them by these means to call that sove 
reignty itself in question. When you drive him hard the 
boar will surely turn upon the hunters. If that sovereignlv 
and their freedom cannot be reconciled wliich will they 
take? They will cast your sovereignty in your face No- 
body wiil be argued into slavery. Sir, let tho gentiemen 
on the other side call forth all ihclr ability; let the best of 
them get up, and tell me, wiiat one charnel cr of liberty 
the Americans have, and what one brand of slavery they 
are free from, if they arc bound in their poverty mid 
industry, by all llic restraints you can imagino on com- 
merce, and at the same time are made pack-horses of 
every tax you choose to impose, without the least slime 
ui granting them. When they bear tho burdens of im- 
limited monopoly, will you bring tlicm (o bear tlic bur- 
dens of unlimited revemio too? The Englishman in 
America will feci that this is slavery— that it is icgal 
slavery will be no compensation, either to his feelings or 
his understanding. 

A noble Lord [Lord Carmarthen], wlio spoke some 
time ago, is full of the fire of ingenuous youth; and when 
he has modelled tho ideas of a lively imagination by 
uii ihcr experience, he will bo an ornament to Ills country 
in eitlicr House. He has said tliat the Americans arc our 
children, and how can they revolt against their parent? 
He says, that if they are not free in (licir present state, 
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1 A not free; because Manchester, and other con- 
England is not tr(^e, represented. So then, because 
siderable are not represented, America is 

some Tlw nro ' our chlldron' ; 

tohavenorep esunw^ give a 

b„t tto nalira^ resistance ofthines and 

Stone. Is It I r. hinders our government, 

the various ’from being any more than 

or any scheme of is it therefore that 

° sort of When this 

tho colonms are to to assimilate to its parent, and to 
.lid^ n tre Wial resemblance the beauteous com- 

«nect with atruoi are we to turn to them the 

tenance of * mn^itiUion? Are we to give them 

shameful parts of our opprobrium for 

able to work off, to s -ggiyes this question, will 

If this be the case, ask If not, look 

they be content ^ ^ow you arc to govern a 

to the be free and think they 

people, no yields nothing 

are not. Yourschemey disobedience; and such is the 
but S ofter wading up to your eyes in 

ar^orSoniy^dJus^^ 

Whmetmy inclination indeed carries me no further- 

all is confusion beyond it. before I sit 

Well, Sir, I have recovered a hUle. anu^ 
down I must say become of the Declaratory 

S'Sing the of British legislative autho- 

"f:e abandon the practice of — 

For my part 1 look }yo>? ^ them on its very 

exactly in the manner mw I ^Iie 

p^Sileges' wUh&S ought to en)oy under these 
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rights, to be just the most reconcilable things in (he 
world. The Parliament of Great Britain sits at the head 
of her extensive Empire in two capacities: one ns the 
local legislature of this island, providing for all Ihiixgsat 
home, immediately, and by Jio other instriiincnt than the 
executive power. The otiicr, and I think her iiobler 
capacity, is what I call her Imperial character; in which 
as from the throne of heaven, she superintends nil the 
several inferior legislatures, and guides and controls 
them ail, without annihilating any, As all tlic.so provincinl 
legislatures arc only co-ordinate with each other, they 
ought all to be subordinate to her; else llicy can neither 
preserve mutual peace, nor hope for jnutLial justice, nor 
eflectimlly alTord mutual nssistaiico. It is necessary to 
coerce the negligent, to restrain the violent, and to aid 
the weak and clcficient, by the overrulins picni tilde of 
her power. She is never to intrude into I ho pince of the 
others, whilst they arc equal to the common ends of their 
institution. But in order to enable Parliament to answer 
all these ends of provident and bcnellccni superinten- 
dence, her powers must be boundless. Tlio gentlemen 
who think the powers of Parliament limited, may please 
themselves to talk of requisitions, But supj)o.so the requi- 
sitions arc not obeyed? What I Shall there bo no reserved 
power in tlie Empire, to supijly a delicicncy which may 
weaken, divide, and dissipate the whole? Wo arc engaged 
in war— the Secretary of Slate calls upon the colonics 
to contribute— some would do it, I think most would 
cheerfully furnish wimlovcr is demanded — one or two, 
suppose, hang back, and casing themselves, let the stress 
of the draught lie on the others— surely it is proper that 
some authority might legally say— ‘Tax yourselves for 
the common supply, or parliament will do it for you.’ 
Tills backwardness was, I am told, the ease of Pennsyl- 
vania for some short time towards the beginning of the 
last war, owing to some internal dissensions in the colony. 
But whether the fact were so or otherwise, the case is 
equally to be provided for by a competent sovereign 
power. But then this ouglit to be no ordinary power; 
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nor ever used in the first instance. This is what I meant, 
when I have said at various times, that I consider the 
power of taxing in Parliament as an instrument of empire, 

and not as a means of supply. , 

Such Sir is my idea of tlie constitution of the British 
Emoire. as distinguished from the constitution of Britain; 
and on these grounds I think subordination and liberty 
mav be sulhcicntly reconciled through the whole; whether 
to serve a refining speculatist, or a factious demagogue, 
I know not; but enough surely for the ease and happiness 

°*^Sr”whilst we held this happy course, we drew more 
from'the colonies than all the impotent violence of des- 
ootism ever could extort from them. We did this abun- 
dantly in the last war. It has never been once denied— 
and what reason have we to imagine that the colonies 
would not have proceeded in supplying Government as 
liberally, if you had not stepped in and hindered them 
from contributing, by interrupting the channel in which 
their liberality flowed with so strong a course ; by attempt- 
ing to take, instead of being satisfied to receive? Sir 
Wiiliam Temple says that Holland has loaded itself with 
ten times tlie impositions which it revolted from Spam 
rather than submit to. He says true. Tyranny is a poor 
proWder. It knows neither how to accumulate, nor how 
tn 0xtt*£ict 

I charge therefore to this new and unfortunate system 
the loss not only of pence, of union, and of commerce, 
but oven of revenue, which its friends are contending for. 
It is morally certain, that we have lost a million of free 
grants since the peace. I think we have lost a Sf^at deal 
Lre; and that those, who look for a revenue the 
provinces, never could have pursued, even in that light, 
a course more directly repugnant to their purposes. 


4B0 


I 
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COLONIAL POLICY 
SIR WILLIAM MOLESWORTH 
House of Commotis, 26 June 1849 
(lOfl Pari Deb,, 3 s., 937 H’.) 

[Molesworth moved for the nppoiiitniont of a Royal 
Commission to iiicjuii'c into tho ndininistiation of the 
Colonies, The motion was lost (89-163). The maker of 
this speech was recognised to be second to^ none ns an 
authority on Colonial Government; nnd his reputation 
became enhanced as the subject was more generally 
understood by politicians,] 

I make this motion because I share in the belief which 
now prevails, that our system of colonial government is 
in many respects faulty, and ill-suited to tho present state 
of Great Britain and of tho colonics. Therefore, I main- 
tain that it requires revision; and, for tho purpose of 
revision, I ask that a searching inquiry shoiiUl be made 
into the colonial polity of the British Empire. With the 
permission of the House, I will slate, as briefly as I can, 
what, in my opinion, should bo tlie imliirc of the inquiry, 
and to what subjects it should bo directed. But, first, in 
order to satisfy the House that tliorc ought to be an 
inquiry, I will endeavour to show wlnit has produced the 
general conviction that thci'c arc grave errors nnd defects 
in our colonial polity. 

What I mean by the term ‘coloiiin! polity of Great 
Britain’ is of recent date, not more thnii three quarters 
of a century old. For, when wo begun to colonise, the 
Government had little or nothing to do with it, and, 
strictly speaking, there was no polity. Our first colonics 
were planted by adventurers, who IcU this country for 
various reasons; sonic in search of the precious metals; 
others to escape from intolerance at home; nnd others 
to eiyoy intolerance abroad. They settled on tho shores 
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of America with the nominal sanction of the Crown. 
Fortunately for them, civil conflicts in England, and the 
weakness of the Executive, left them for many years 
unmolested in full enjoyment of virtual independence. 
They flourished; their numbers increased rapidly; they 
became wealthy and powerful. Meanwhile, the Executive 
in this country gradually acquired strength; its attention 
was directed to the prosperity of the colonies; it at- 
tempted systematically to interfere in their government; 
the colonies resisted; some rebelled and became inde- 
pendent; the remainder submitted; and the present sys- 
tem of colonial government was founded upon the ruins 
of our old colonial empire. 

By far the greater portion of our modern colonial 
empire is of recent acquisition ; all of it, with the exception 
of the plantations in the West Indies, and two or three old 
colonies in North America, has been acquired within the 
last ninety years, most of it within the last fifty years; 
for instance, the Canadas in 1759; Trinidad and other 
West Indian islands, Ceylon, and New South Wales, in 
the interval between 1763 and 1797; the rest of Australia, 
New Zealand, the whole of South Africa, British Guiana, 
the Mauritius, Malta, the Ionian Islands, Heligoland, 
Hong-ICong, and Labiian, are not (as the noble Lord, 
the Prime Minister once called them) precious inheri- 
tances from our noble ancestors, but have been added to 
the British dominions since the beginning of this century. 
These colonies have been acquired for various reasons. 
Some wc conquered because we grudged the, possession 
of them to rival Powers, and fancied that the might of a 
nation was in proportion to the extent of its territory; 
others we held as outposts, on the plea of protecting our 
own trade, and injuring the trade of other countries; and 
others we occupied as places of punishment for our 
criminals. Thus our colonial empire consisted chiefly of 
conquered provinces, garrison towns, and gaols. Their 
government was entrusted to a central authority in 
England. The invariable tendency of such an authority 
is to grasp as much power as possible, and to resist every 



228 imperial RELATIONS 

measure which seems likely either directly or iiiducctly 
to diminish that power, In conformity with these ten- 
dencies the colonial polity of Great lln tain was framed; 
and the Colonial Office laid claims to omnipotence and 
infallibility in all matters concerning the colonics. That 
claim was long recognised in this country, and scarcely 
disputed in the colonics. But of late years it has been 
contested not so much within as without the walls of this 
Hniise' and every colony litis repciitedly tuid oncigcticftlly 
protested against it; and now the conviction is daily 
gaining ground throughout the Empire, that our colonial 
system is not well suited either to the state of Great 

Britain or of the colonies. , , , , 

The conviction that our colonial polity is miiUy has 
acquired strength in this coiinlry in proportion as public 
opinion has been more and more directed to colonial 
questions; and of late years greater attention has been 
paid to those questions for various reasons. First, be- 
cause, within the last quarter of a century. Great Britain 
has begun again to colonise, and on a much greater scale 
than ever before. For, during that period, at least 
2 000 000 of persons have migrated from this country; 
half of them have gone directly to our indcpcndeiu colo- 
nies of the United States ; the other half to our dependent 
colonies, whence a large portion of them have le-cinigra- 
ted to the United States. This great emigration, though 
chiefly directed to our independent colonics, has made 
the subjects of colonisation and colonial govornment 
matters of deep and increasing interest to a largo portion 
of the community, especially to the humbler and middling 
classes: for there is scarcely one amongst them who has 
not some acquaintance, friend, or relation in one of the 
colonics, or about to emigrate; and also many of the 
aristocracy and gentry have friends or kinsmen residing 
in the colonies as governors, or in olhei situations of 
trust and profit. In consequence of this great cmigiatlon, 
the relations between Groat Britain and her dependencies 
have been profoundly changed; and there ought to have 
been a corresponding change in her colonial polity, which 
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was framed without reference to any emigration except 
that of convicts. , , , , ^ 

Secondly, public attention lias been very much directed 
of late years to colonial questions by the writings of dis- 
tinguished men, who have carefully investigated the 
economy of new societies, examined into the principles 
of colonial government, and attentively studied the sub- 
jects of colonisation and emigration, with the view of 
relieving the economical diflicuUics of the United King- 
dom, and of planting the uninhabited portions of the 
globe with communities worthy of the English name, . , , 
Tliirdly, public attention has been much directed of 
late years to colonial questions, in consequence of the 
discussions which have taken place witli regard to free 
trade and tlie navigation laws, and which have led to a 
great change in our commercial policy. For most of the 
statesmen of this country have maintained that there is 
an intimate connection between the colonial and com- 
mercial polities of Great Britain. They have generally 
defended the acquisition of new colonies, on the plea, 
that such foreign possessions a (forded markets for the 
exclusive benefit of our manufacturers, and produced a 
trade for the exclusive profit of our merchants and ship- 
owners; and they persuaded the nation that, in return 
for these privileges, it was worth our while to pay vast 
sums of money for protecting and governing the colonies. 
These privileges being abolished, the question seems very 
naturally to arise, why are we to continue to pay for 
them? Tire colonies arc free to trade with whom they 
will, and in what manner they will. Therefore, they will 
only trade with us and employ our shipping, when it is 
most profitable to them to do so. Therefore, as far as 
trade is concerned, they are become virtually independent 
States. And this revolution in our commercial polity has 
directed public attention to the question, whether there 
ought not to be a corresponding change in our colonial 

^ Fourthly, the attention of Parliament and of the 
country has of late years been constantly occupied with 
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colonial questions, in consequence of a series of remarkable 
events in the colonies, which have unnimlly occasioned 
heavy demands to be made on tlie public purse. . , . 

I will now state what, in my opinion, sliouUl be the 
chief subjects of inquiry. They may bo arranged under 
three heads of Colonial Government, Colonial ExpendU 
ture, and Emigration or Colonisation. 

First: An inquiry should be made into onr sy.stcm of 
colonial government, with the view of removing the main 
causes of colonial complaint. Now, the one gient cause 
of colonial complaint is irresponsible govornment from 
a distance. The faults inherent in our govcninicnt of the 
colonies have been forcibly described in words which I 
will read to the Hou.se, and to which I am .sure lion. 
Gentlemen will listen with attention, in memory of a late 
distinguished Member of this House. That system 
'has all the faults of an essentially arbitrary government, In 
the hands of persons wlio have little personal interest in the 
welfare of those over whom they rule; who reside at a distance 
from them; who never hjivo ocular expcricnco of their condi- 
tion; who ai'o obliged to trust to second-hand and one-sided 
information; and who nro exposed to the operation of all 
those sinister influences which prevail wlici'ovcr publicity and 
freedom are not established.' 

Tlie power of these persons 

Vis exercised in the faulty manner in which arbitrary, secret, 
and irresponsible power must bo exercised over distant 
communities. It is exercised witii great igiiornnco of the real 
condition and feelings of the people subjected to it; it Is 
exercised with that presumption, and, at the .siuno time, in 
the spirit of mere routine, wliich nro the iniicrcnt vices of 
bureaucratic rule; it is exercised in a mischievous subordina- 
tion to intrigues and cliques at home, and intrigues and 
cliques in the colonics. And its results arc, a system of 
constant procrastination niul vacillation, whicli occasions 
iicnrtbrcaking injustice to the individuals, nud continual 
disorder in the communities subjected to it. Tiicso are the 
results of the present system of colonial government, and 
must bo llio results of every system which subjects the internal 
affairs of a people to the will of ti distnut luithorily not 
responsible to anybody.* 



IMPERIAL RELATIONS 231 

These were the words of my late friend Mr. Charles 

Duller, ... .... . f r 

Under the existing colonial system, in most ot our 

colonics (I may, indeed, say in all of them with the excep- 
tion of Canada) representative institutions are rather 
shams than realities, for they seldom lead to the legiti- 
mate consequences of representative government, namely, 
responsible government according to the will of the 
majority of the representatives of the people. In almost 
all the representative colonies the Colonial Office gene- 
rally attempts to carry on the government by means of a 
minority of the representative assembly, with the assis- 
tance of a legislative assembly composed of the nominees 
of the Colonial Office. The consequence is, a perpetual 
struggle between the majority of the representative 
assembly and the party of the Colonial Office a struggle 
carried on with an Intensity of party hatred and rancour 
happily unknown to us: each party rejects or disallows 
the measures of the other party; thus legislation stands 
still, and enmity increases; after a time the supplies are 
stopped, and a deadlock ensues; then the Imperial Par- 
liament is called on to take the part of the Colonial Office, 
and a constitution is sometimes suspended; next, to pre- 
serve order or to put down rebellion, the military force 
is augmented; and, finally, a demand is made upon the 
purses of the British people, who have invariably to pay 
the piper at every colonial brawl. Within the last fifteen 
years events of this kind have taken place in most of our 
largest colonies; for instance, in both the Canadas, m 
Nova Scotia, Jamaica and British Guiana; and they 
seem likely to be repeated in Jamaica and British Guiana. 
Thus, both in the colonies which have representative 
assemblies, and in those which have them not, the one 
great cause of complaint is irresponsible government 
from a distance; that is, government by rulers who are 
necessarily ignorant of the state of their subjects, 
sometimes with the very best intention, and 

insist upon the very worst measures. It would be very 
easy to take colony after colony, and show m each a 
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series of lamenlnblc blunders wliiclr Imvc been commiKcd 
by the Colonial Ofiice. For instance, how the war of 
races was stimulated in Canada; how the ruin of the 
planters was made inevitable in the West Indies— how a 
valuable portion of our fellow subjects in South Africa 
were driven into the desert and became rebels— how the 
immorality of Van Diemen’s Land was fearfully aag- 
fnented- how the colonisation of New Zealand was 
spoilt— all through the ignorance, negligence, and vacil* 
lation of the Colonial Ohicc 

The second hettd of inquiry which I propose for the 
commission is colonial expenditure. I have calculated 
that, on the average of the last fifteen years, the direct 
cost of the colonies to Great Britain, under the four heads 
of civil, naval, military, and extraordinary expenditure, 
has amounted to at least £4,000,000 a year, exclusive of 
the sums paid for emancipating our slaves. The civil 
expenditure has been between £200,000 ami £300,000 a 
year; the naval expenditure, I believe, I have under- 
estimated at £1,000,000 a year. ... I believe that, with 
a reform of our colonial system, and witli a searching 
inquiry into the cost of our colonics, a largo reduction 
could bo made in colonial expemlilure, especially in mili- 
tary expenditure. . . . 

Lastly, I propose that, if a commission be appointed, 
it should inquire into the subject of emigration and 
colonisation. It would be easy to show that the colonial 
policy of this country has not directly tended to encourage 
any emigration except that of convicts, and that by en- 
couraging convict emigration, it has indirectly tended to 
discourage the best kinds of emigration; for no good and 
respectable man, especially if ho bo liie firthcr of a family, 
or intend to be one, would ever think of going to a convict 
colony, unless he be in complete ignorance of the moral 
consequences of convict colonisation, Therefore, it is 
of the utmost importance to the colonics that the question 
should be settled, whether convict emigration is or is not 
to continue to be a portion of the colonial polity of the 
British Empire. 
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COLONIAL POLICY 
SIR WILLIAM MOLESWORTH 
House of Commons, 8 February 1850 
(108 Pari, Deb., 3 s., 567 ff.) 

[This was tho most constructive contribution to a debate 
on Coionial policy.] 

Sir, the noble Lord at the head of the Government 
[Lord John Russell] commenced his speech by explaining 
the principles on which our colonial Empire was founded. 
He then stated facts bearing upon the population and 
commerce of that Empire, and from thence inferred that 
it would not be to the advantage but to the detriment of 
the kingdom, were our colonial possessions to be aban- 
doned. In most of the observations of the noble Lord 
witli respect to these points, I entirely agree. The noble 
Lord then proceeded to explain tho future colonial policy 
of the Government ; but I must say that in some respects 
the explanation was one whicii I did not distinctly under- 
stand. The noble Lord spoke of granting constitutions 
to the colonies; and he referred to certain old colonial 
charters giving power to the colonies, in whose favour 
they were granted, to frame their own constitutions. If 
the noble Lord intends to adhere to the principles of the 
old charters, ho will find me a warm adherent. Next 
the noble Lord proceeded to censure an association of 
gentlemen which had been formed for the purpose of ob- 
taining n reform in colonial government. Now, as I am 
a member of that association, I will state what were the 
reasons which caused its formation, Its members organ- 
ised it because they entirely agreed with the noble Lord, 
that we ought to maintain our colonial Empire — because 
they knew that discontent prevailed extensively through- 
out our colonies — because they had no hopes of reform 
from the Colonial Office— and because they believed that 
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a train of errors and blunders, similar to that which lost 
us the United States, was now endangerine the colonial 
possessions which remained to us— and because they had 
little faith in the Colonial Office as regards its promises 
to give free institutions to the colonies, The inhabitants 
of Australia complain that, every year since the present 
Government came into office, they have been promised 
free institutions, and every year those promises have been 
systematically violated. ... 

Naturally enough this repeated promise-brenkmg has 
produced the greatest discontent ; and, under the influence 
of angry feelings, the colonists attribute the worst motives 
to the authors of their disappointment. They blame the 
people, the Parliament, and the statesmen of Great 
Britain. They say that the people and Parliament care 
nothing and know nothing about tlie colonics, but aban- 
don them entirely to the Colonial Office, They accuse 
the statesmen of Great Britain, especially those con- 
nected with the Colonial Office, of being in their hearts 
unwilling to deprive themselves of power and patronage 
by bestowing free institutions on the colonies. Thus 
many of the colonists, unfortunately believing their 
rulers to be selfish and faithless, have begun to despair, 
and ill despair to ask one another how they can redress 
their own grievances. And in reply some of them 
answer, that it was by rebellion that Canada obtained 
responsible government, that it is by threats and menaces 
that the men of the Cape are successfully striving to save 
their colony from convict pollution; and they ask one 
another whether Anglo-Austrnlians. are less energetic 
than (he habitants of Canada, or less bold than the boors 
of the Cape. That such language is used, and that such 
sentiments are entertained but too generally throughout 
some of the most important of our colonial possessions, 
no one acquainted with those colonics can deny, or fail 
to lament, if, like myself, he be anxious for the preserva- 
tion of the colonial Empire of Great Britain. 

Though all the colonies unanimously cry out against 
the noble Earl, yet, I maintain that it is not the individual, 
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but the system, which is the real cause of the existing 
discontent— that as long as that system is unreformed, it 
matters not who may be tlie Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, discontent will prevail throughout the colonies 
—every year increasing in intensity, menacing the sta- 
bility of our colonial Empire, and threatening its forcible 
tearing asunder, to be accompanied perhaps by hateful 
civil wars, with vast expenditure and much misery both 
to this country and to the colonies. To avert this impend- 
ing danger, Parliament must hasten to make a complete 
and thorough reform of our system of colonial govern- 
ment, There is no time to be lost. There has been too 
much delay already. The question is, to what extent the 
policy propounded by tiie noble Lord will effect a reform 
in our colonial system. 

Now, in the observations I am about to address to the 
House, I shall confine myself to the colonies, properly so 
called. I mean those colonies in which the European race 
may be expected to increase and multiply. In those 
colonies there are three chief causes of discontent: first, 
some of the colonies complain of tite want of free institu- 
tions, or the want of the power to alter and amend exist- 
ing ones; secondly, all the colonies complain of the 
appointments iritide by the Colonial Officer and thirdly, 
every colony complains of the arbitrary interference of 
the Colonial Office in its internal affairs. 

The noble Lord contends that it is the duty of those 
who blame the existing system, and who wish to retain 
our colonial Empire, to point out the line of policy which 
they think should be adopted. Now, I shall attempt to 
meet the challenge thrown out by the noble Lord, not by 
expressing in abstract terms my opinions with respect to 
colonial policy generally, but by considering some ot the 

measures which he proposes. 

In the government of a colony there appear to rne to be 
two distinct questions to be considered: first, the form ot 
government or constitution of a colony; and, secondly, 
the powers to be delegated to the colonial authorities. 
With respect to the form of government, I could not 
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distinctly gather from the noble Lord what form he 
intends for the Cape of Good Hope. With respect to tiie 
Australian colonies, the noble Lord has said that the 
present Bill is a reproduction of the Bill of last year; but 
the noble Lord rather surprised me when he called it a 
copy of the British Constitution. The noble Lord intends, 
it appears, to give to all the Australian colonies the 
present Constitution of New South Wales. Now let me 
just describe to the Committee what is the present Con- 
stitution of that colony, Suppose that 110 members of 
this House had seats in virtue of holding oflice under the 
Crown, and for as long as they held oHice; and tlint in 
addition to the 110 ofTicial members, there were 110 
other members who were appointed members by the 
Government at the commencement of every Parliament, 
making in all 220 votes at the disposal of Government. 
Suppose, likewise, that the House of Lords were abolished, 
and that, instead of tier Gracious Majesty, Queen 
Victoria, we had a governor of the ordinary description; 
then we should enjoy the benefits of the British Constitu- 
tion after the fashion of New South Wales. How would 
such a Constitution work with us? We should be divided 
into two permanent factions, actuated by the fiercest 
hatred of each other. One party would pride itself upon 
being the representative of the people, and would look 
with scorn and contempt upon the other party as the base 
and subservient tools of tlie Government. No question 
would bo considered to be settled which was decided 
against tlie wishes of the elective members ; and the otlicial 
and nominated members would bo held up to public 
odium and hatred if they ever presumed to defeat the 
wishes of the elective members. 

It is evident that in theory such a Constitution is 
absurd, and that in practice it must be a very bad one. 
But the noble Lord said that the Australian colonics arc to 
have power to alter or amend their Constitutions to the 
extent of forming a second chamber. Now, I acknowledge 
that, if this power be fully conceded to (hem, my objections 
to this portion of the Bill of the noble Lord will be con- 
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siderably diminished. But I must say that, in my opinion, 
sufficient power to amend their Constitution would not 
have been given to tiie colonies by the Bill of last year; 
and I presume, from the statement of the noble Lord, 
that he does not propose in the Bill of this year to give 
these colonies a greater amount of power. 

It tliflt neither Ptirlmmciit nor tno 

Colonial Olfice has been very successful in devising 
Constitutions for the colonies. In fact, all the attempts of 
late vears at Constitution-making have failed. The model 
Constitution of the noble Lord at the head of the Colonial 
Department was suspended the year after it was enacted. 

Then, with respect to the Cape of Good Hope, it is 
said that the Government requested Sir Harry Smith to 
send home the form of a Constitutmn for that colonj^ 
Now, no one has a liiglier respect for Sir Harp' Smith 
than I have. Ho is an admirable officer, and is well 
qualified to defeat Caffres; but I do not think that his 
despatches have proved him to be a Solon. 

With respect to the Australian colonies, I will merely 
say that, if tlie noble Lord at the head of the Government 
adopts the principle laid down in the charter of Lord 
Carlisle, and desires to frame Constitutions which shall 
give satisfaction in the colonies, the opinions of the 
colonists ought to be distinctly taken on select It is 
not suificient to ascertain the opinions of the Governor, 
or to refer to the sentiments of one or two newspapers, or 
the expressions of one or two public ^ 

stltuent assembly, composed of be 

people, should be summoned, £ind ^ 

delegated the power of determining the form of their 

^ NSri°ask, what are the powers which ought to te 
dSed to to colonial authorities? Th^l Wfra to 
me to be a far more important question than the 
question of a colonial Constitution. I * 

from tlie statement of the noble Lord, that he in 
retain to the Colonial Olfice its present arbitrai7 P°wer of 
disallowing all acts of the colonial Legislatures, and thus 
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of interfering in the internal affairs of the colonies. Now 
this arbitrary power has been, and as long as it exists will 
continue to be, a perpetual cause of colonial duscontent 
and of never-ending discord between the colonies and the 
Imperial Government. All the colonies complain of the 
arbitrary power of the Colonial Ollice. Those complaints 
are frequently but too well founded. How is it possible 
they can be otherwise than well founded? Consider who 
are the persons who are entrusted with this arbitrary 
power. The heads of the Colonial OlTice change with 
every change of Government. They arc absentee rulers 
living at a distance of many thousands of miles from their 
subjects. They never have ocular experience of the condU 
tion of the colonies. They have no personal interest in 
the well-being of the colonists. They are always obliged 
to trust to second-hand and partial information with 
regard to the colonies. They are, therefore, generally 
ignorant, and, worse than ignorant — they are generally 
misinfonned about colonial questions. They are said to 
be responsible to Parliament: that responsibility is a 
farce; for we cannot spare time to attend to colonial 
affairs; we cannot obtain accurate and impartial informa- 
tion about the colonies; we are necessarily ignorant; and 
our system of colonial government may, with accuracy, 
be described as government by the misinformed, with 
responsibility to the ignorant. This kind of government is 
most bitterly distasteful to men of our race and habits, 
How should we feel, if we were colonists distant a myriad 
of miles from our mother country, and were liable to have 
our Acts of Parliament disallowed at the whim and caprice 
of some noble Lord at the antipodes, responsible to a 
Parliament sitting at Sydney, and knowing nothing about 
us . How should we like to have to wait three years before 
be certain that our Acts of Parliament are laws? 
Why does the noble Lord retain this arbitrary power to 
the Colonial Office? I presume because the noble Lord 
will say the Colonial Office is the guardian of Imperial 
interests and ought, therefore, to retain a power of dis- 
allowing Acts of the colonial Legislatures, lest those 
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Legislatures should make laws injurious to Imperial 

interests. , v , , 

Now, I acknowledge at once that means must be taken 

to prevent the colonial Legislatures from making laws 
injurious to Imperial interests. But I deny that it is 
necessary for that purpose to retain to the Colonial OfiSce 
its present arbitrary power of disallowing all acts of the 
colonial Legislatures. We may take care of Irnperial 
interests in a much better manner, as I will explain in a 
few words. To do so, I must observe that all executive 
and legislative powers, with reference to a colony, may 
be divided into two classes. One class I call Imperial 
powers, because they ought to be strictly reserved to the 
Imperial Government; and they ought to be so reserved, 
because they are indispensable for the maintenance of the 
unity of the Empire, and for the management of the 
common concerns of the whole Empire. Therefore, they 
ought on no account to be delegated to the colonies, and 
the colonial Legislatures ought not to be entitled to make 
any laws affecting or derogating from Imperial powers; 
for if they were entitled to do so, the unity of the Empire 
woiild be destroyed. Now, all other executive and legis- 
lative powers with reference to a colony, except the 
Imperial ones, I call local powers, because they have 
reference to the management of local concerns of a 
colony, as distinguished from the common concerns of 
the whole Empire. Now, it is evidently of great and 
primary importance to this country, and to the Empire as 
a whole, in what manner Imperial powers are exercised; 
therefore, Imperial powers ought to be strictly reserved 
to the Imperial Government, and no colonial Legislature 
should be entitled to make any law affectbg or derogat- 
ing from Imperial powers. On the other hand, it is 
evidently a matter of little or secondary importance to 
this country, and to the Empire as a whole, in what man- 
ner local powers are exercised, provided only that the 
colonists are not dissatisfied with the Imperial Govern- 
ment on account of the manner m which the local 
powers are exercised. . . . Therefore, I infer that we ought 
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to delegate to the colonics all local powers, and entitle 
them to pass any law ailectiiig their local .concerns. 
Consequently, I infer that we ought to deprive the 
Colonial OHice of its prcsejit arbitrary power to disallow 
nil acts of the colonial Legislatures, and to limit the power 
of the Colonial OITice to questions afibeting Imperial 
powers. 

For this purpose it would bo necessary carefully to 
enumerate and to accurately define the powers which 
ought to be held to be Imperial powers. Now, the noble 
Lord says timt it would be impossible to draw the line of 
distinction. He began his speccli by saying tliat he could 
not spare time to attend very carefully to those subjects. 
But I am sure the noble Lord, if ho applied nil his energies 
to the question, could draw the line of distinction, Such 
a definition of Imperial powers has not only been aL 
tempted, but made, by those Anglo-Saxon statesmen 
who formed the Constitution of America; and glad 
should I be if the colonics were as much attached to the 
mother country as the States arc to the American Union. 

I proposed last session that a Royal Commission should 
be appointed for the purpose of defining Imperial powers, 
and to prepare a measure of colonial reform. I regret 
much that the House did not assent to tliat proposal, for 
by this time the House would have possessed a more 
accurate enumeration of Imperial powers than that which 
it can expect from me; but I am prepared, at this moment, 
if the Committee will bear with mo for a few minutes, to 
enumerate the powers which in my opinion should be 
reserved as Imperial ones. 

First, I would enact that there should be strictly 
reserved to Her Majesty all the following powers and 
prerogatives; namely, to send or receive ambassatiors, to 
enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation with any 
prince, State, or Power; to grant letters of marque and 
reprisal during peace or war, and to grant safe conducts 
dining war; to declare or make war— conceding to the 
colony when actually invaded, or in such imminent 
danger as not to admit of delay, the power to engage in 
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war- to confiscate the property of alien enemies in time of 
IZ- to establish prize courts; to command the mihtia m 
S of war, and at all times to command all regular 
rval and military forces employed .t, and about the said 
Sny to coin money or regulate Us value, nr /hat of 
SS'eSn; to grant titles of nobility; to regulate the 
rammission of letters by sea to or from a colony and any 
other place; to keep any land or naval forces in or about 
fSny, or the coast thereof; to erect forts, magazines, 
arSnZ dockyards, and other needful buildings for 
SSy purposes; to place garrisons therein, and to 
Zeroise exclusive jurisdiction within the precincts there- 
of- to take possession of any waste land situate within 
te said colony, and of any other land therein, upon 
making due compensation to the owners and occupiers 
?h3 for the purpose of erecting such forts, magazines, 
SnaMockyards, and other needlbl buildings, and for 

“TcSriwouireS that the Colons 
shS“m have power to make any law to aifect or dero 
cate from the aforesaid powers and prerogatives of he, 
crown; to establish slavery; to alter the succession of the 
Crown, or pass any net nffectmg the style 
the Crown, or relating to the appointment of a regent, 
o aSoirimy person from his allegiance; to deprive any 
oerson of tlie right to appeal to Her Majesty in Council, 
fn any case in wliich such appeal now 

Tw of nitbnf Si weSSadmi^^^ Courts 

'oTorea Sin to Se any law respecting captures by 
land or wS, or to dellne piracies and felonies committed 

rnmmM 
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inconsistent with any treaty that already has been or may 
hereafter be entered into between Her Majesty, her heirs 
and successors, and any foreign country; to confer any 
privilege or immunity on the inhabitants of New South 
Wales that shall not equally be conferred on the other 
subjects of Her Majesty, and every law or provision in a 
Jaw in contravention of this clause shall bo void. 

Now, in consequence of these reservations, various 
legal questions would arise, which I would propose to 
refer to the decision of the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council. Thus I would substitute for the present 
arbitrary power of the Colonial OlTice a legally-defined 
power. Now, there is nothing which men of our race hate 
more than arbitrary power— nothing which they respect 
more than a legally-defined power. At present thecolonial 
legislatures do not know what laws they may, and what 
laws they may not, make. In fact, they may at present 
make any laws whatever, affecting Imperial interests in 
any manner whatever, provided the Colonial Office does 
not disallow them within a certain period of time. On the 
other hand, the Colonial Legislatures cannot make any 
law which the Colonial Office may not disallow. I 
propose, tlierefore, in the manner whiclr I have explained, 
to enable the Colonial Legislatures to know precisely what 
laws they may make, and what laws they must abstain 
from making; and I propose to settle all disputes which 
might arise by means of the decisions of one of the 
highest and most esteemed judicial tribunals In this 
country. . . . 

In conclusion I would say that our true colonial 
policy is to have faith in our colonists— to believe that 
they are as rational men as we are, and understand their 
local concerns better than wc can ; consequently we ought 
to give thein the uncontrolled management of their local, 
as contradistinguished from imperial, concerns. Then 
the colonists, relieved from the hated tyranny of the 
Colonial Office; enjoying all the rights and privileges of 
British citizens; bearing true allegiance to the Monarch 
of these realms; willingly obeying the laws made by the 
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Imperial Parliament, or by the constituted au honties to 
ISparllament shall have delegated leeis ative power ; 
having, therefore, no reason, real or imagmary. to And 
St with the Imperial Government-would be botmd to 
£. Snire bv the strong ties of race, language, and self- 


interest. 
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COLONIAL POLICY 
WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE 
House of Commom, 21 May IS52 
(121 Pari. Deb., 3 s„ 952 ff.) 

[Gladstone took the opportunity, in n debate on the 
Second Reading of tlie New Zealand Government Bill 
to express his views on the mistaken courses that had 
hitherto been taken in regard to Colonial policy generally, 
He displayed great sympathy for Imperial ideals. Cf. No' 
103.1 

The idea which we entertain of a colony at the present 
moment, as it appears to mo, is this — we think of it as 
something which has its centre of life in an executive 
Government— we think of the establishment of a colony 
as something which is to take effect by legislative enact- 
ments, or by the executive power of the Crown, and by 
the funds of the people of England. This administrative 
establishment, according to our present Colonial system, 
is the root and trunk around which by degrees a popula- 
tion is to grow, under which by degrees that population 
is, according to our modern, and in this case most un- 
happy phrase, to bo trained for freedom, and to which in 
course of time some modicum of free institutions is to 
be granted. That I think is a true description of the 
manner in which, and of the idea under which, the founda- 
tion of our modern colonics has been ordinarily con- 
ducted, 

Now, Sir, I conceive that this fundamental differenco 
prevails between the Colonial policy pursued in this 
country of late years, and the policy pursued in other 
great departments of the State. If we look at the policy 
which prevails in the Home Department, if we take the 
financial policy of the Governmejit, or If wo take the 
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foreign policy of the country, as was well stated by my 
noble Friend near me [Lord Palmerston] upon another 
Question in the earlier part of the evening, we find upon 
Sie whole, that with various differences with respect to 
matters of fact and to details, certain leading principles 
Sf contaously followed out, and that upon tee 
Lading principles there is a general concurrence of 
ooinion- so that no person ever propose seriously to 
alter the fundamental principles upon which 
noliev of the country has been conducted under a long 
Session of Ministers. But that which I think requir^ 
still more and more to be presented to the mipd of this 
Soufe and of the people of England, until it become 

lith tliem a living and practical 

sition tiiat in the policy we have pursued m the tounda 

tion of colonics-I speak now of our free and planted 

colonies not of military posts termed colonies, nor o 

colonies’ whoso social relations are disturbed by questions 

S raenve have proceeded on principles fnntame”ta y 

wrong; and that the Acts introduced and 

mpnt for the purpose of raising, by slow and reluctant 

degrlw the structure of freedom in those colonies, have 

not been so much recognitions of a right prmcip , 

modiftcations, qualifications, and restraintsimposed upo 

“ Now whm is' mis right principle of colonisation to 

:S ^orif lUsi r P~ HHHs 

an assistant Judge, a cn'nnwl sKtetary, a jy ® j|,jy 

rSS=i‘nsS 
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from civilised Powers which your Imperial power was m 
afford them, should in process of time propagate vo, r 
language, manners, institutions, and religion in diJnnl 
quarters of the globe, But it was not on artilicinl supnnr 
from home that these institutions leaned; and the con^p 
qucnce was that they advanced with a rapidity which 
considering the undeveloped state of conimunicatiom 
and of commerce at that time, was little less than miraci 
lous. That was the consequence to them; and the consr 
qucnce to yon was this, that you never heard ofpeciiniarv 
charges brought against this country for their main 
tenance; that, on the contrary, you found them ready to 
assist you in foreign wars, and that instead of beine 
called on to send reglmcnls, service companies, and I 
know not what besides, to maintain the domestic poEce 
of those colonies, and keep tlie peace for them afiainst 
unruly members of tiieir own communities, or agains 
savage tribes upon their borders, such was their admin- 
tion of freedom, and such their prolitable use of it that 
not only did they not ask you for your regiments and 
service companies, or petition you for means to keep tlie 
peace, but they held it as a grievance if you attempted to 
impose on them your little standing armies, and fhev 
considered that, having been educated in English habits 
and ideas, they were perfectly conipctciu to follow out 
the paths in which those habits and ideas conducted them 
for themselves. 

Such was the then state of things. Departing from that 
scheme ol policy in later days, you have implanted a 
pimciple, if not of absolute, yet of comparative feeble- 
ness in your dislaiit settlements. You have brought upon 

depriving them 

hL political freedom, you have deprived 

fw!? attraction which they could possibly 

hpin to emigrate; 

because Englishmen do not love to emigrate to countries 
where they cannot enjoy the political franchises which 

si?/ regulation of their 

interests will be committed to the hands of a Government 
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however mild and equitable, must still bo called in 
-nip desnotic Wlmtcver we may say as to despot- 
I nm not ^von to toko an ovor-sovoro viov, of 
ism-and i a b j^j,bits of a country 

despotism, wh U ^ freeborn Englislimen, 

a vs'em and irrational; and the 

eai ence has been that there is a subject of complaint, 

present ami o^joerior classes of the community 

beenunab eto get well-educated men, 

haw been themselves the centres of a valuable 

were unwilling to forfeit the 
^Mopc nf fi State of high civilisation, and to incur a 
SatSviUi^ of ™ bulk of their political 

liherties And thus our modern colonists, instead of 
liberties. Ana continuous and hereditary 

remaining, as j Gerties, after quitting the mother 

?“™SS:SSSs 

tho who 0 of tot mtorvai y j 

M inrS ^ institutions, and Ml ing. 
Tm fc tho SueBos thus conferredi whereas, m po.M 

the possession and familiar use oi Govern- 

Jned under the a« 

ment, renders them of them at length is- 

consequence IS that the intro liberty comes to 

l''varhs°“STol& ““=1 

Sown, "aSd withtaJd, uncertainty, and «c.te- 
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ment; and thus you have inconvenient or disastrouq 
consequences brought upon you by your own fauS 
which you inight have avoiclctl if you had only follow^ 
■that which in this ease no one need be ashamed of holdino 
up to commendation ns the wisdom of your ancestors ^ 
df you had only walked in tiio path they struck out f^ 
your guidance. Let the people you send out to colonise 
•a distant land take root unmolested in their new ground 
as the seed of a future comnuinily, as the natural and 
Jiving centre around which population is to grow and 
•instead of training them for free institutions, rely upon it 
■that tile best training they can have is tlic training thov 
Jiave already received before they left your sliorcs and 
while they arc still British citizens; let them carry’their 
■freedom with them, even as they carry their agricultural 
implements, or any thing else necessary to establish them 
in their new abodes; .so let them liold it for themselves 
and so Jet them transmit it to tlieir children; this is the 
‘true secret of subduing the diniculties of colonisation 
I said that in propagating these opinions I did not rest 
upon the speculations of jihilosopiicrs and economists— 

I rest upon the facts of Jiistory. The system whicli I 
'recommend, which I am certainly convinced will gain 
ground from year to year in the feelings and convictions 
of this coiuUiy, is the very sume syslcni jji the mnin with 
that on wJiich the wliolc of the great and wonderful 
operation in colonising North America was conducted— 
the system which Mr. Burke studied, examined, and 
comprehended from lop to bottom, and which ho dcs- 
'Cribed in his great .speech on American taxation, when 
lie warned Parliament against the erroneous and destruc- 
tive consequences of attempting to establish administra- 
tive power over their distant dependencies, or to extract 
ii-om them some niLscrable and cotUcmplibio pecuniary 
benent, instead ol seeing that llie great interest and pur- 
pose of England in coJonising was the multiplication of 
iier race; that her policy was to trust to the muHipUcation 
"Ol her race for the propagation of her institutions; and 
it hat whatever course of legislation tended most to the 
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rapid expansion of population and power, in her colonics, 
necessarily tended most to enhance the reflected benefits, 
that she was to derive from their foundation. That sound 
Colonial policy reached its climax in what I may call Tory 
times, altliough they were times immediately preceding 
the invention of our now familiar political designations. In 
1662 the Charter of Rhode Island was granted. It is the 
most remarkable for its enlarged and liberal spirit of all 
the early charters ; yet in its general character it is akin to 
the rest of the charters, under which the infant settlements 
of New England throve and prospered. At this day it is 
considered a monsti’ous itlca that colonies should have 
free local jurisdiction for local purposes. It is not con- 
sidered safe to allow colonics to pass at their own discre: 
tion a law relating to the making of a road, the deepening 
of a harbour, or any local purpose; so that an act of this 
kind after passing a Colonial Legislature, nay, even after 
receiving the Governor’s assent, is not secure from rever- 
sal, but is still, as it were, held in a state of suspended 
existence for two years anti upwards. It is remitted to 
England, considered in England, and again sent to the 
colonies; and thus, until the news is received there its 
fate remains uncertain : in point of fact, a period of nearly 
three years may elapse in our distant colonies between 
their final decision on local questions — the only criterion 
of fitness in this case which is worth a moment s attention 
—and their final knowledge whether their decision is to 
take clTcct. That is the slate in which they are placed, and 
the way in which their nlTairs are managed. I should 
like to know what our feelings, temper, and humour 
would be if this was tire mode of dealing with laws passed 
by us on subjecls which we imderstand—say, forms ance, 
an Act for the construction of a Great Western railroad, 
or other similar purpose— if such an Act, passed o" °ur 
own knowledge of the circumstances and exigencies of he 
case, were to be transmitted to another 
world, and there kept by somebody m an ^ ^wo 

years, while some person or persons unimown were 
deliberating upon its fate. That, however, Sir, is thesystem 
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under wliich, in this age of freedom and enlightenment 
we are content that oiir colonies should subsist. ' 
But the old klcn of a colony may be reiucscnted, as I 
have already said, by a single phrase— it was, in fact'the 
idea of a municipal corporation. Now, it will be useful to 
consider the sense attached to tliat phrase. In the de- 
parture from it we find a key to the alteration of our 
Colonial policy from the old model. We do not now 
treat our municipalities with the same system of mis- 
placed absolutism as wo apply to our colonies; we place 
them under the restraint of the general laws of the land 
but for purposes properly local we give them absolute 
freedom. The by-laws of Liverpool or Manchester— 
places counting their population by hundreds on hun- 
dreds of thousands — are not sent to the Secretary for the 
Home Department to be kept for two years, that he may 
consider whether they arc to be carried into elTcct or not 
but they go into operation at once. Shall I ask this 
House to consider, or would it be possible for us by any 
strain of imagination to realise to ourselves, what our 
condition would be if it were not so? Such a system 
would seem to us fitter for Turkey than England. The 
system of those times was well considered, and was 
founded on the dictates of political justice. The colonies 
were subjected, on one hand, to the general restraints of 
the law of England; and again, according to the language 
of their charters, they were to have their laws, as near as 
might be, agreeable to the laws of England; whilst in 
other respects they were, for all practical purposes, 
absolutely and entirely free; and I must say, further, the 
degenerate and degrading ideas wc now Iiavo of retaining 
the substance of colonial patronage partly, and still more 
the name, in this country, for the supposed benefit of 
Ministers or influence of the Crown, were totally foreign 
to the notion of your ancestors six generations ago. 
These colonies, on the general basis of municipal corpora- 
tions, were the possession of their own soil ; they were for 
all purposes of police, except that ofconnicl with civilised 
Powers, the defenders of their own frontiers; they were 
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(he bearers of their own charges; they were the electors of 
heir own officers ; and tlroy were tlie makers of their own 
laws. Now you have reversed, within tire last seventy 
years every one of those salutary principles, Youi policy 
has been this : you have retained at home the management 
of and properly in, colonial lands. You have magnificent 
sums figuring in your estimates for the ordinary expenses 
of their governments, instead of allowing them to bear 
their own expenses. Instead of suffering them to judge 
what are the measures best adapted to secure their peace- 
ful relations with the aboriginal tribes, and endeavouring 
to secure their good conduct — instead of telling them that 
thev must not look for heli5 from you unless they maintain 
the principles of justice, you tell them, ‘You must not 
meddle witlt the relations between yourselves and the 
natives; that is a matter for Parliament;’ a Minister 
sitting in Downing-street must determine how the local 
relations between the inhabitants of a colony and the 
aboriginal tribes are to be settled, in every point down to 
the minutest detail. Nay, even their strictly internal 
police your soldiery is often called upon to maintain. 
Then, again, the idea of their electing their own officers 
is. of course, revolutionary in the exti'enie--if not invad- 
ing the Royal supremacy, it is something almost as bad, 

diLcmberingtheEmpireiandas to making theirownlaws 

upon their local affairs without interference or contro 
from us, , that is really an innovation so ^ 

ideas of imperial policy, that I think my hon. F^^end the 
member for Soutliwark [Sir William Molesworth] has 
been the first man in the House bold enough to P^oPOse 
it Thus in fact, the principles on which our Colonial 
administration was 'once conducted 
reversed. Our colonies have come to be looked upon as 
being not municipalities endowed with external fr^ 
dom%ut petty States. If you had only kept to the Ma- 
mental idea of your forefathers, that these were n^umcipal 
bodies founded within the shadow and 
Imperial powers-that it was your business to impose on 

them such positive reslraints.^XP^ffio^ ^ 

' . ..M t i / " ^ fi 
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having done so, to leave them free in everything else— all 
those principles, instead of being reversed, would hnvesur* 
vived in full vigour— you would liave saved millions, I was 
going to say countless millions, to your exchequer; but you 
would havedone something farmoreimporfant byplanting 
societies more worthy by far of the source from which they 
sprang; for no man can read the history of the great 
American revolution, without seeing that 100 years ago 
your colonics such as they then were, with the insti tutions 
they then possessed, and the political relations in which 
they then stood to the mother country, bred and reared 
men of mental stature and power such as far surpassed 
anything that colonial life is now commonly considered to 
be capable of producing. 

I will proceed to recite in a few words, the main pro- 
visions of the Charter of Rhode Island— which is on the 
whole, the best and most perfect exhibition of your 
ancient maxims of government applied to the American 
Settlements. Its Constitution consisted of three orders— 
a governor, a body of assistants, and a body of freemen. 
The freemen, as it was anticipated in this charter that they 
would become numerous, were to meet by representation* 
and thus in these elected freemen, witli the distinct order 
of assistants, a principle was laid down, the principle of 
a double chamber for legislation, which had stood the 
storm of the American revolution, and the strain of all sub- 
sequent political viclssiliidcs ; and which at present subsists 
with undim inLslied vigour, in every single State, I believe, 
of the American Union. But further, Sir, while the first 
Governor was named in the CJinrter, and was to liold his 
ofiice for a year, his succes.sors were to bo appointed by 
the free voice of the colonists; and, doubtless, to many 
who hear mo it will appear astonishing that that power 
should have been conceded in 1662, when not merely the 
warmth, but the fever, of Royalism was at its height in 
this country. TJiey were not only to elect their own 
Government, but to make their own laws, subject to no 
other restraint in tlic world, except that, as far as circum- 
stances would permit, they should be not contrarious 
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but agreetible to the laws of England. They were to 
Zioint their own ofTicers and judges; they were to 
institute their own courts of justice; they were to arm 
embody, and march their own force of self-defence, and 
aoDoint its commanders; they were to be the possessors 
of their own soil ; and lastly, they were to be the bearers of 
Seir own charges. It might be asked what security was 
Sen for their good behaviour to others. The security 
taken whether perfect or not, was certainly as perfect as 
any more recent policy has furnished; it was provided 
that in case of their offending any Prince or Power m 
alliance with the Crown of England, they should either 
te bound to make restitution to the satisfaction of the 
Crown or else (says the Charter) they shall be 'put out of 
our alMance and protection.' Now. Sir, two centuries 
have passed, and have produced many change in the 
character of Mankind, and I will not say that in all points, 
which may now be in debate, that Rhode Island 
ought to be implicitly and blindly imitated; but this I 
wHl say, that when we look at the Constitutions we have 
given of late years to our colonies, the Acts we have 
Sed the dimciilties we have had with them, the millions 
we have paid for the suppression of insurrections, and 
for the maintenance of wars with savages, the worrying 
nrocesses to which colonists have been subjected, the 
Smpiaints on all sides of the deteriorated tone of society 
in many of these dependencies, the reluctance once 
universal and still somewhat prevalent of educated and 
superior men to cast their lot and make their ho^ there 
^when we notice all this, and when we see that 200 yearn 
ago a system conceived in another spirit was out 

b? our forefathers, we surely cannot draw cotnparison. 
I should rather say the contrast, without a blush upon ou 
faces. 
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THE PROSPECT OF IMPERIAL DISINTEGRATION 
WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE 
House of Commons', 26 April 1870 
(200 Part, Dob., 3 s., 1900 O’.) 

[This speech wns made in a debate on a motion by Robert 
Torrens (afterwards Sir Robert Torrens) for the appoint- 
ment of a Select Committee on Colonial Policy, There 
was at the time a general uneasiness in regard to the 
supposed intention of the Govcinmont to abandon the 
Colonies. Gladstone developed an interesting view of the 
possibility ofscccssions; and his remarks on this occasion 
may be comparctl with tivoso in No. 102, He cannot, it 
seems, be charged with inconsistency on this subject.]' 

The bon. Gentleman who .seconded the motion [Mr. 
Eastwick] stated, in distinct terms, that a new policy had 
been propounded and actctl upon by tlie present Govern- 
ment. He said that there have been tlirce periods in the 
history of the connection of the coionics with this country, 
and that wc arc now entering on a foiirtli. The third of 
these periods was, if I iindcistood the lion, Gentleman 
aright, the period of responsibio government, and the 
concession to the colonics of the management of their 
own ailhirs, and that wc have now passed from that into 
a fourth period, in which separation is openly avowed as 
the rule of policy for this coimli y. IJiU tlic hon. Gentle- 
man hardiy made tlie slightest attempt to prove that 
proposition— -lie iiad nothing to adduce except the speech 
of Mr. Huntingdon, whose words, he .said, were enough 
to show that a policy of that kind has been adopted by 
the present Government of lliis country. The present 
Government, however, do not claim tlie credit of adopt- 
ing or introducing any new irolicy, There is no question 
of any new policy at all; hut tliere is a question of the 
successive development and application of admitted 



IMPERIAL RELATIONS 255 

principles to one colony after another, according as 
circumstances allow and invite their application. That is 
the simple explanation of the whole matter. 

When you are involved in a bad system, you cannot 
pass to a better without feeling some inconvenience in 
the transition. If you look back to the history of the 
colonial connection between European Powers and trans- 
Atlantic possessions you find that it is the nature of those 
possessions to grow, and so to grow as to alter essentially, 
in obedience to laws stronger than the will of man, the 
conditions of their relations to the countries with which 
they were originally connected, until they arrive at that 
stage of their progress in which separation from the 
mother country inevitably takes place. It is impossible, 
however, to look back with satisfaction to the mode in 
which that separation has occurred. In every instance it 
has been brought about by war and bloodshed, involving 
an inheritance of pain, hatred, and shame; whereas in 
reason there ought to be nothing to preclude the hope, 
when the growtii of a colonial possession is such as to 
make separation from the mother country a natural and 
beneficinl result, that that separation, so far from being 
effected by violence and bloodshed, might be in the result 
of a peaceable and friendly transaction. Surely it is a 
great object to place, if possible, our colonial policy on 
such a footing, not for the purpose of bringing about a 
separation, but of providing a guarantee that, if separa- 
tion should occur, it should be in a friendly way. That is 
the sense,, the principle, and the secret of our policy with 
regard to colonial reform. 

But it is not an easy matter to escape from the raise 
position ill which we were involved thirty or forty years 
ago, when not only was there much wrong, but when, we 
may say, looking back with the light of the experience we 
have since gained, there was nothing right in the relations 
of bur colonies with the mother country. We have ha 
experience of the policy of rcstrciiiit^ ftttenipted. to e 
applied by European counlnes to their colonial posses- 
sions; and we have not only that experience in former 
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generations to guide ns, but we have also hud most 
serious warnings addressed to ourselves, especially in 
the case of the great colony of Canada. Therefore, it is 
an honourable chapter in the liislory of our own times 
that there has been a great and almost continuous effort 
among our statesmen, without distinction of party, to 
work out a policy sucli ns to avoid the peril and disgraco, 
wliich, whenever tlic period should arrive, would attach 
to separation effected by violence and bloodshed. This 
is done to the present hour, and it is not, as supposed, the 
introduction of a new policy, but the successive appHcu- 
tion of principles now established and recognized by 
persons of autliorlty of every shade of politics, and re- 
ceived, it may bo said, witli universal assent. That is the 
case ns regards tlio policy wo luive ciulcavoured humbly to 
pursue; and it docs not, in my opinion, tend to weaken 
the relations between the mother country and tlie colonies, 
but on tlic contrary, while securing liic greatest likelihood 
of a perfect peaceable separation, whenever separation 
may arrive, gives the best cliaucc of an indctlnitely long 
continuance of a free and voluntary comioetion. That is 
the footing on wiiicii wc, like our predecessors, have 
endeavoured to found our colonial policy. Freedom and 
voluntaryism form the cbaracter of the connection, and 
our policy is not lo be regarded us a surreptitious or 
clandestine means of working out the foregono piirposo 
of casting off the colonics, but as the truest and best, if 
not the only means, of futlilling our obligations to them. 

And with respect to pecuniary matters, a largo deduc- 
tion must be made before I can adopt the observations 
of the hon. Gciitlcniaii who brought forward this motion 
[Mr. R. Torrens] who I am sorry should iiavc made such 
continual rcfctence to the cconomicni proceedings of the 
present or any Government—ror tlie present Govern- 
ment is not the only Government wiio have avowed the 
principle of retrenchment, Mo exhausted tlie vocabulary 
of epithets in describing what ho called tito unworthy 
way in which our colonial policy is conducted, calling 
it a pound, .shilling, and pence policy, and accusing us of 
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higgling with tlic colonics, and of a disposition to ‘travel 
third-class’. Does iic mean to say that we are, for the 
sake of economy, abandoning honour and duty? The 
hon. Gentleman may make light of extravagance and be 
ready to sacrifice the interest of the taxpayer, thinking 
the fact of an economical result the severest condemna- 
tion of oiir policy; but we never said that for the sake of 
economical results the obligation of any duty was to bo 
made iight of. With respect to colonial defence, though 
the pecuniary burden entailed was the chief evil we had 
to contend with, still I thought that the greatest evil done 
by that system was done to the colonies themselves. We 
did not teach our colonies to rely upon themselves; but 
we taught tlicm to rely that, come what would, they 
would bo defended by a power thousands of miles away. 
It is impossible to establish a free community unless you 
have, along with the ci^oymcnt of the privileges of free- 
dom, a fair distribution of the burdens which they en- 
tailed. Unless men nro taught to rely upon themselves 
they can never bo truly worthy of the name of freemen. 


480 
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A CONCEPTION OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN 
Lomlon, 31 March 1897 

{PoreiS’i Colonial Speeches (1897), pp. 242 fV.) 

[This speech, made at the Royal Colonial Institute Din- 
ner, is specially notable for its inclusion of remarks on 
Imperial Federation.] 

It seems to me that there arc three distinct stages in our 
Imperial history. Wo began to be, and we ultimately 
became, a great Imperial Power in the eighteenth century, 
but, during the greater part of that time, the colonies 
were regarded, not only by us, but by every European 
Power that possessed them, as possessions valuable in 
proportion to the pecuniary advantage which they 
brought to the mother country, which, under that order 
of ideas, was not truly n motlicr at all, but appeared 
rather in the light of a grasping and absentee landlord 
desiring to take from Iiis tenants the utmost rents he 
could exact. The colonies were valued and maintained 
because it was thought that they would be a source of 
profit— of direct profit— to the mother country. 

That was tlie first stage, and when wo were rudely 
awakened by the War of Independence in America from 
this dream, that the colonics could be held for our profit 
alone, the second chapter was entered upon, and public 
opinion seems to have drifted to the opposite extreme; 
and, because the colonics were no longer a source of 
revenue, it seems to have been believed and argued by 
many people that their separation from us was only a 
matter of time, and that that separation should be desired 
and encouraged lest haply they might prove an encum- 
brance and a source of weakness. 

It was while those views were still entertained, while 
the little Englanders were in their full career, that this 
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Institute was founded to protest against doctrines so 
injurious to our interests and so derogatory to our 
honour; and I rejoice that what was then, as it were, 
‘a voice crying in tlie wilderness’ is now the expressed and 
determined will of tlic overwhelming majority of the 
British people. Partly by the efforts of this Institute and 
similar organisations, partly by the writings of such men 
as Fronde and Seeley, but mainly by the instinctive good 
sense and patriotism of the people at large, we have now 
reached the third stage in our history, and the true con- 
ception of our Empire. 

What is that conception? As regards the self-governing 
colonies, we no longer talk of them as dependencies. 
The sense of possession has given place to the sentiment 
of kinship. Wo think and speak of them as part of our- 
selves, as part of the British Empire, united to us, 
although they may be dispersed throughout the world, 
by ties of kindred, of religion, of history, and of language, 
and joined to us by the seas that formerly seemed to 

divide us. _ „ . . n- 

But the British Empire is not confined to the self- 
governing colonies and the United Kingdom. It includes 
a much greater area, a much more numerous population 
in tropical climes, where no considerable European settle- 
ment is possible, and where the native population rnust 
always vastly outnumber the white inhabitants; and m 
tiiese cases also the same change has come over ^ the 
Imperial idea. Here also the sense of possession has given 
place to a difTerent sentiment — the sense of obligation* 
We feel now that our rule over these territories can only 
be justified if we can show that it adds to the happiness 
and prosperity of the people; and I maintain that our 
rule does, and has brought security and peace and com- 
parative prosperity to countries that never knew these 

blessings before. „ 

In carrying out this work of civilisation we are fulftlling 
what I believe to be our national mission, and we are 
finding scope for tlie exercise of those faculties and quali- 
ties wliich liave made of us a great governing race. I no 
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not sny Hint oiii- success has been pci fcct in every case, 
I do not sny that all our methods have been beyond re- 
proach; blit 1 do say that in almost every instance in 
which the rule of the Queen has been established and the 
great Pax BrUaimica has been enforced, there has come 
with it greater security to life and property, and a material 
improvement in the condition of the bulk of the popula- 
tion. No doubt, in the first instance, when these con- 
quests have been made, there has been bloodshed, there 
has been loss of life among the native populations, loss of 
still more precious lives among those who have been sent 
out to bring these countries into some kind of disciplined 
order, but it must be remembered that that is the condi- 
tion of the mission we have to fulfil. There are, of course, 
among us— there always arc among us, I think— a very 
small minority of men who are ready to be the advocates 
of the most detestable tyrants, provided their skin is 
I, lack— men who sympathise with the sorrows of Prempeh 
and Lobcngula, and wlio denounce as murderers tlioso 
of their coiuUrymcn wlio iiavo gone forth at tlic command 
of the Queen, and who iiavo redeemed districts as large 
as Eiu'opo from the barbarism and the superstition in 
which they had been steeped for centuries. I remember 
a picture by Mr. Selous of a pliilaiitliropist— an imaginary 
pliiianthropist, I will hope— sitting cosily by liis fireside 
and dctionncing tlio mcthotls by which British civilisation 
was promoted. Tliis pliilnntluopist complained of the use 
of Maxim guns and other insl rumen is of \yai'farc, and 
asked why we could not jn-oeced by more coiicilinlory 
methods, niid wliy the impis of Lobcngula could not be 
brought before n mngislralc, lined live shillings, and 
bound over to keep the pence. 

No doubt tlicrc is luimoroiis exaggeration in lliis pic- 
ture, but there is gross exaggeration in tlie frame of mind 
against which it was directed. You cannot Iiavo omelettes 
without breaking eggs; you cannot de.sLroy the practices 
of barbarism, of slavery, of superstition wliich for cen- 
turies iiavo desolated the interior of Africa, without the 
use of force; but if you will fairly contrast the gain to 
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luimnnity wilh I lie price which wo me bound lo pay for it, 
I think you may well rejoice in the result of such expedi- 
tions as lliosc which Iiave recently been conducted with 
such signal success in Nyassuland, Ashanti, Benin, 
and Nupi5— expcdilions wliich may have, and indeed 
have, cost valuable lives, but as to which we may rest 
assured that for one life lost a hundred will be gained, 
and the cause of civilization and the prosperity of the 
people will in the long run bo eminently advanced. But 
no doubt such a stale of things, such a mission as I have 
described, involves heavy responsibility. In the wide 
dominions of the Queen the doors of the temple of Janus 
are never closed ; and it is a gigantic task we have under- 
taken when we have determined to wield the sceptre of 
empire, Great is the task, great is the responsibility, but 
great is the honour; and I am convinced that the con- 
science and the spirit of the country will rise to the height 
of Its obligations, and that we shall have the strength to 
fulfil the mission which our history and our national 
character have impo.scd upon us. 

In regard to the .self-governing colonies our task is 
much lighter. Wo have iindcrlakon, it js true, to protect 
them with all the strength at our command against foreign 
aggression, although I hope that the need for our inter- 
vention may never arise, But there remains what then 
will be our chief duty—that is, to give eiTcct to that senti- 
ment of kinship lo which I have referred and which I 
believe is deep in the heart of every Briton. We want to 
promote ii closer And a firmer union between All members 
of the great British race, and in this respect we have in 
recent years made great progress— so great that I think 
sometimes some of our friends arc apt lo be a lUtle hasty, 
and to expect even a miracle to bo accomplished.^ I woiild 
like to ask tlicm to remember that time and patience are 
essential elements in the development of all great ideas. 
Let us, gentlemen, keep our ideal always before us. For 
my own part, I believe in the praclical possibility o a 
federation of the British race, but I know that it will 
come, if it does come, not by pressure, not by anytliing 
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in Ihc nature of dictation from tliis country, but It will 
come as the realisation ofa universal desire, as the expres- 
sion of the dearest wish of our colonial I'e I low-subjects 
themselves. , . . , 

That such a result would he desirable, would be m the 
interest of all of our colonics as well as of onr.scivcs, I do 
not believe any sensible man will doubt. It seems to mo 
that the tendency of the time is to throw all power into 
the hands of the grealcr limpires; and the minor King- 
doms— tho.se which are non-progressive— seem to be 
destined to fall into a sccoiulary and .subordliialo place. 
Jliit, if Greater Britain remains united, no empire in the 
world can ever surpass it in area, in population, in wealth, 
or in the diversity of il.s re.sources. 

Let us, llien, have conlidcncc in the future. I do not 
ask you to anticipate willi Lord Macaulay the time witen 
the New Zcalamlcr will come here to gaze upon the ruins 
ofa great dcail city. There are in otu' incseiU condition 
no visible signs of tlcercjtiUKlc aiul decay. The mother 
country is still vigoi'ous and' fruitful, is still able to send 
forth troops of stalwart sons to people and to occupy the 
waste spaces of llic earth; but yet it may well be that 
some of tlic.so sister nations wlioso love ami alleclion we 
eagerly desire may in Ihc future equal and oven surpass 
our grealness. A trans-occanie capital may arise across 
the seas, wliich will throw into shade the glories of London 
itself; but, in the years liiat must intervene, let it bo our 
endeavour, let it be our task, to keep alight the torch of 
Imperial patriotism, to liold fa.sl the alVection and the 
conlklcnco of our kinsmen across the seas, that so in 
every vicissitude of fortune the Britisli limpiro may pre- 
sent an unbroken front to all ber fties, and may carry on 
even to distant agc.s the gloriou.s traditions of the British 
flag. 
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priiis was Iho first explicit approach of an ofilcial kind to 
the subject of Iiniicilnl FcclcrtUlon by a Minister, Joseph 
Chnmbcriain’s siigBCstions were not taken up. No formal 
proposal was made at the Conference; and, since then, 
tlic subject lias steadily receded from the sphere of 
practical jiolities.] 

Now, Gentlemen, undoubtedly the greatest, the most 
important, and at the same time the most difiicult of all 
the subjects whlcli wo could consider is the question of 
the future relations, political and commercial, between 
tlio self-governing colonies and the United Kingdom. I 
do not think it is necessary for mo to argue at all upon 
the advantages of such closer union. Strong as is the 
bond of .sentiment, and impossible as it would be to 
establish any kind of relations unless that bond of senti- 
ment existed, T believe we ail feet that it would be desirable 
to take advantage of it, and to still further tighten the 
tics wliicli bintl us logcllicr. In tins country, at all events, 
I may truly say lliat the idea of federation is in the air. 
Whether with you it has gone as far, it is for you to say, 
and it is also for you to consider whether we can give 
any practical application to the principle. It may well 
bo that tiic time is hardly ripe for anything definite m this 
regard. It is quite true that our own constitution and 
your constitutions have all been the subject of very slow 
growth and tliat they are all the stronger because they 
have been gradually consolidated, and so perhaps with 
Imperial Federation: if it is over to be accomplished, i 
will be only after the lapse of a considerable time and 

only by gradual steps. . 

And undoubtedly one of those steps to which we must 
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all attach very great importance is the grouping of the 
colonies. We rejoice in this country that Canada has 
already shown the way, with results which every one has 
seen have conduced greatly to her strength and to her 
prosperity. We observe, with the most lively interest, 
the proceedings which are taking place in Australia with 
the same view. We know that in South African politics the 
same idea has bulked very largely in the past, and proba- 
bly will come to the front again, In regard to alt these 
matters it is not for us to olTcr advice; it is not for us to 
press upon you in any shape our interference or our 
assistance. If it be possible for us in any way to help 
you to give effect to your own desires, I need not say that 
we are entirely at your service; but, in the meanwhile, I 
can assure you, on behalf, I am sure, of the people of this 
country, that we most heartily wish success to your 
efforts, believing, as I have said, that it will in your case, 
as it has already done in the case of Canada, conduce to 
your prosperity and to your power. But as regards the 
larger question, and anything in the nature of a federation 
of the Empire, the subject seems to me to depend entirely 
upon the feeling which exists in the colonies themselves. 
Here you will be met half-way. The question is whether 
up to the present time there is such a genuine popular 
demand for closer union as would justify us in considering 
practical proposals to give it shape. 

I feel that there is a real necessity for some better 
machinery of consultation between the self-governing 
colonies and the motiier country, and it has sometimes 
struck me—I offer it now merely as a personal suggestion 
— that it might be feasible to create a great council of the 
Empire to which the colonics would send representative 
plenipotentiaries, —not mere delegates who were unable 
to speak in their name, without further reference to their 
respective Governments, but persons who, by their posi- 
tion in the colonies, by their representative character, 
and by their close touch with colonial feeling, would be 
able, upon all subjects submitted to them, to give really 
effective and valuable advice. If such a council were to 
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be created it would at once assume an immense impor- 
tance, and it is perfectly evident that it might develop 
into something still greater. It might slowly grow to that 
Federal Council to which we must always look forward 
as our ultimate ideal. 

And to a council of this kind would be committed, in 
the first instance, the discussion of all minor subjects of 
common interest, and their opinion would be taken and 
would weigh most materially in the balance before any 
decision were come to either by this country or by the 
legislatures of the several colonies in regard to such 
matters. 

Tlierc is only one point in reference to this which it is 
absolutely necessary that we all should bear in mind. It 
may be that the time has come, and, if not, I believe it 
will come, when the colonies will desire to substitute for 
the slight relationship which at present exists a true 
partnership, and in that case they will want their share 
in the management of the Empire which we like to think 
is as much theirs as it is ours. But, of course, with the 
privilege of management and of control will also come 
the obligation and the responsibility. There will come 
some form of contribution towards the expense for objects 
which we shall have in common. That, I say, is self- 
evident, but it is to be borne in mind, even in these early 
stages of the consideration of the subject. 
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[The Conference resolved that any readjustment of con- 
stitutional relations, ‘while thoroughly preserving all 
existing powers of self-government and complete control 
of domestic affairs, should be based upon a full recog- 
nition of the Dominions as autonomous nations of an 
Imperial Commonwealth, should recognize their right to 
an adequate voice in foreign policy and in foreign rela- 
tions, and should provide effective arrangements for con- 
tinuous consultation in all important matters of common 
Imperial concern and for such necessary concerted action 
founded on consultation as tire several Governments may 
determine’.] 

The subject is one upon which I might speak at great 
length. Many proposals with regard to the subject have 
been discussed in the United Kingdom and in all the 
Dominions of the Empire for many years past in all 
possible phases. There can be no doubt as to its impor- 
tance. The growth of the Dominions in wealth and popu- 
lation has been very remarkable during the past fifty 
years, especially during the last twenty-five years. Their 
future growth we hope — and, more than that, we believe 
— will be even more markerl, Foreign policy and foreign 
relations, with which is intimately connected the question 
of the common defence of the Empire, have been under 
the immediate control of the Government of the United 
Kingdom, responsible to the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom. It would appear from the views of constitu- 
tional writers that this condition, during the later phases 
of the growth of the Oversea Dominions, has proceeded 
on a theory of trusteeship which, whatever may be said 
of it in the past, is certain to prove not only entirely inade- 
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quate to the needs of the Empire but incompatible with 
the aspirations of the people of the Dominions in the 
future. I have spoken of tlie growth of the Dominions; 
it is by no means improbable that children now living 
will see their population surpass that of the United King- 
dom. It is quite within the range of possibility that a 
single Dominion might grow to the extent which I have 
mentioned. Therefore, it seems to me beyond question 
that the theory of trusteeship to which I have alluded 
cannot be continued indefinitely in the future. 

In approaching the subject one is impressed especially 
with this consideration, that the greatest intellects of the 
Empire in the past have miscalculated the conditions that 
would develop in the Dominions, and have failed to fore- 
see the relations of the Empire under the policy of 
developing full powers of self-government, which was 
supposed to have the tendency of weakening, if not 
severing, the ties which unite the Dominions to the 
mother country. The policy of complete control in do- 
mestic affairs and complete autonomy in all local affairs, 
instead of weakening the ties which unite the Empire, has 
very greatly strengtliened them. It was said by a states- 
man of the highest capacity after that policy had been 
embiirked upon is, the policy of granting to the 
Dominions complete autonomy) that it was an absolute 
mistake, that it could only lead to the weakening and 
severance of relations, and that it would have been a wise 
policy to preserve in the United Kingdom control over 
their fiscal policy; that this would have tended to unite 
the Empire; and regret was expressed that some such 
policy had not teen maintained. All of us in the Domi- 
nions, and I think the people of the British Isles, realize 
now that any such policy would have had mo^ unfortu- 
nate and, more than that, disastrous results. The policy 
which was supposed to weaken the Empire has really 
strengthened it, and I look forward to a development in 
the future along the line of an increasingly equal status 
between the Dominions and the mother county. 

It seems to me that the attainment of full citizenship, 
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which involves a voice in foreign relations, will proceed 
along the line to which I have alluded. The nations of 
the Empire are really bound together by the tie of a 
common allegiance, by like institutions and ideals of 
democracy, and by like purposes, Such tics will bring the 
nations of the Empire together more closely upon the 
line which I have mentioned, I say this with a full under- 
standing that it is unwise, having regard to the lessons of 
the past, for any of us to predict absolutely the develop- 
ments of the future. But, nevertheless, the line of develop- 
ment which has been noticeable during tlie past twenty 
or twenty-five years seems to point unmistakably to that 
conclusion. Indeed, the action of the Dominions in this 
war has made the spirit of nationhood splendidly mani- 
fest. The fact that one million men in the Dominions 
have taken up arms for the defence of the Empire's exis- 
tence and the maintenance of its future influence is so 
significant a lesson that one would be unwise not to have 
it constantly in mind. 

I believe that the Dominions fully realize the ideal of 
an Imperial Commonwealth of United Nations, and one 
should not forget tlie importance of the Crown as a tie 
between the Dominions and the mother country. His 
Majesty King George V is especially associated with the 
Oversea Dominions, because he is the first Sovereign 
who, before he ascended tlie throne, availed himself of 
the opportunity to visit all parts of the Empire and to 
make himself acquainted with the ideals and aspirations 
of their people. And the Queen was recognized through- 
out the Dominions of the Empire as distinctively a 
British princess before her marriage to the King, 
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Speech at Imperial Conference, 16 April 1917 
[See note on No. 106.] 

I need hardly point out that this is far and away the 
most important point on the agenda of our Conference 

this time, ... . . . j . 

The British Empire is the most important and lasci- 
nating problem in political and constitutional govern- 
ment which tlie world has ever seen. Whenever we come 
to this question of a proper Constitution for this Empire 
we touch on the very gravest and most important issues. 
As a matter of fact we are the only group of nations that 
has ever successfully existed. People talk about a 
league of nations and international government, but the 
only successful experiment in international government 
that has ever been made is the British Empire, founded 
on principles which appeal to the highest political ideals 
of mankind. Founded on liberal principles, and princi- 
ples of freedom and equality, it has continued to exist for 
a good time now, and our hope is that the basis may 
be so laid for the future that it may become an instru- 
ment for good, not only in the Empire but in the whole 


world* • • • i 

The Resolution says that any future settlement that is 
come to must ‘be based upon a full recognition ^ the 
Dominions as autonomous nations of an Imperial Com- 
monwealth’. The whole question of the future status of 
the Dominions is, therefore, raised in this Resolution. 
So far the British Empire has developed along natural 
lines. The Dominions started as colonic and as settle- 
ments of the mother country and of the British Islw. 
They started as Crown colonies; they developed into 
self-governing colonies; and now they have become th 
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present Dominions. Other parts of the world have Iv> 
added to tlie Empire, until to-day we have renliv n 
geries of nations. These old colonics and the d ™ 
Dominions have in course of time increased in imnnr 
tance, increased in population, and in economic imnnr' 
tance, and are to-day already playing a part in the wnrM 
which seems to my mind to make it very necessarv 
their status sliould be very seriously considered anH 
should be improved, * 

Too mucli, if I may say so, of (he old ideas still clincs 
to the new organism which is growing. I think that 
althougli in practice there is gi'cat freedom, yet in actiiai 
theory the status of the Dominions is of a subject charac 
ter. Whatever we may say, and whatever we may think' 
we are subject Provinces of Great Britain. Tliat is the 
actual theory of the Constitution, and in many wavs 
which I need not specify lo-dny that theory still pemieafe! 
practice to some extent. I think tJiat is one of the most 
important questions— one of the most important matters 
—that will have to be dealt with when this question of our 
.future constitutional relations on a better and more per 
manent basis comes to be considered. The status of the 
Dominions as equal nations of the Empire will have to 
be recognised to a very largo extent. Tile Governments 
of the poniiiMoiis as equal Governments of the King in 
the Biitish Commonwealth will have to be considered fir 
more fully than that is done lo-dny, at any rate in the 
theory of the ConstUiUion, if not in practice. 

That is the most important principle laid down in the 
second part of this Resolution, that there should be 'a 
lull recognition of the Dominions as autonomous na- 
tions. And, to strengthen the point, the Resolution goes 
on to affirm that the existing powers of self-government 
should not be interfered with. Of course there is a good 
deal of feeling of natural and justinablc jealousy in the 
Dominions as to the rights which they have acquired and 
which they do not like to be tampered with, and, natu- 
rally I think it is very wise to add this to the Resolution, 
that their existing powers of self-government should not 
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be tampered with. If that is so, it follows that one theory, 
one proposed solution of our future constitutional rela- 
tions is negatived by this Resolution, If this Resolution 
is passed, then one possible solution is negatived, and 
that is the Federal solution. The idea of a future Imperial 
Parliament and a future Imperial Executive is negatived 
by implication by the terms of this Resolution. The idea 
on which this Resolution is based is rather that the Empire 
would develop on the lines upon which it has developed 
hitherto, that there would be more freedom and more 
equality in all its constituent parts; that they will con- 
tinue to govern themselves; that whatever executive 
action has to be taken, even in common concerns, would 
have to be determined, as the last paragraph says, by 
‘the several Governments’ of the Empire, and the idea 
of a Federal solution is, therefore, negatived, and, I 
think, very wisely, because it seems to me that the cir- 
cumstances of the Empire entirely preclude the Federal 
solution. Here we are, as I say, a group of nations, 
spread over the whole world, speaking different lan- 
guages belonging to different races with entirely different 
economic circumstances; and to attempt to run even the 
common concerns of that group of nations by means of 
a Central Parliament and a Central Executive is, to my 
mind, absolutely to court disaster. The experunent has 
been tried in the United States, and, it is said, with great 
success. Well, of course, the experiment m the United 
States has not lasted very long, and we must see whether 
it will continue successfully under the stress of thereat 
experience into which America is now entering. But I 
am now informed by those who are very close observers 
of American government and American institutions that 
they are certain that the experiment has reached its utmost 
limits. In that case you have a compact country, a com- 
pact half continent, where people live together, where 
they all go through the same mould, and where they are 
all formed more or less on the same lines; whereas m this 
Empire you have an entirely different state of affairs. 
The young nations are developing on their own lines, 
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young nations are growing into Great Powers; and it will 
be impossible to attempt to govern them in future by one 
common legislature and one common Executive, 

Then, if we are to continue as nations and to'grow ns 
nations and govern ourselves ns nations, the great ques- 
tion arises; How are we to keep this Empire together? 
That is the other important point, I take it, in this Reso- 
lution— the point which recognises that there should be 
effective arrangements for continuous consultation in all 
common concerns, especially in concerns which are men- 
tioned there specifically, that is foreign policy; but in all 
common concerns that there should be effective arrange- 
ments for continuous consultation. . . . I think it will not 
pass the wit of man to devise ways of continuous consul- 
tation— not intermittent, not every four years as we have 
had hitherto, but continuous consultation. ... In that 
way it will be possible, while leaving full executive action 
to the various more or less equal Governments of tlie 
Empire, ... to see that in ail important concerns there is 
consultation and continuous consultation; that there is 
an exchange of ideas and that the system, whilst pre- 
serving freedom and equality in its parts, will work with 
a strong sense of unity at the centre. 

I think that, if this Resolution is passed, Sir, we will 
have taken an immense step forward in the history of the 
Empire. If we pass no other Resolution at this Confer- 
ence than this one, I am sure that wc will have clone a 
good day’s work for this Empire, We are emerging out 
of one era and we arc entering upon another where much 
greater problems will confront us than ever before. So 
far it has been possible for each of us to go his own way, 
meeting once in so many years. In future it will be neces- 
sary for us to keep much more closely in touch with each 
other. 
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[This speech was made at a banquet given in honour of 
General Smuts, in the Royal Gallery at the House of 
Lords, by members of both Houses of Parliament.] 

I think that we are inclined to make mistakes in think- 
ing about this group of nations to which we belong, 
because too often we think about it as one State. We are 
not a State. The British Empire is much more than a 
State. I think the very expression ‘Empire’ is misleading, 
because it makes people think that we are one commu- 
nity, to which the word ‘Empire’ can appropriately be 
applied. Germany is an Empire. Rome was an Empire. 
India is an Empire. But we are a system of nations. We 
are not a State, but a community of States and nations. 
We are far greater than any Empire which has ever 
existed, and by using this ancient expression we really 
disguise the main fact that our whole position is different, 
and that we are not one State or nation or empire, but 
a whole world by ourselves, consisting of many nations, 
of many States, and all sorts of communities, under one 
flag, 

We are a system of States, and not a stationary system, 
but a dynamic evolving system, always going forward to 
new destinies. Take the position of that system to-day. 
Here you have the United Kingdom with a number of 
Crown colonies. Besides that you have a large protecto- 
rate like Egypt, an Empire by itself. Then you have a 
great dependency like India, also an Empire by itself, 
where civilisation has existed from time immemorial, 
where we are trying to see how East and West can work 
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togetiier. These Eire enormous problems; but beyond 
them we come to the so-called Dominions, independent 
in their government, which have been evolved on the 
principles of your free constitutional system into almost 
independent States, which all belong to this conarnunity 
of nations, and which I prefer to call ‘the British Com- 
monwealth of Nations’. 

You can see that no political ideas which have been 
evolved in the past will apply to this world which is com- 
prised in the British Empire; and any name we have yet 
found for this group is insufficient. The man who will 
find a proper name for this system will, I think, do real 
service to the Empire. 

Tile question is: How are you going to provide for the 
future government of this Commonwealth? An entirely 
new problem is presented. If you want to see how great 
it is, you must indulge in comparison. Look at the 
United States. There you find what is essentially one 
nation, not perhaps in the fullest sense, but what is more 
and more growing into one nation; one big State con- 
sisting, no doubt, of separate parts, but all linked up into 
one big continuous area. The United States had to solve 
the problem which this presented, and they discovered 
the federal solution— a solution which provides subordi- 
nate treatment for the subordinate parts, but one national 
Federal Government and Parliament for the whole. Com- 
pare with that State the enormous system which is com- 
prised in the British Empire. You can see at once that a 
solution which has been found practicable in the case of 
the United States will never work in the case of a system 
such as we are, comprising a world by itself, 

What I feel in regard to all the empires of the past, even 
in regard to the United States, is that the cflbrt has always 
been towards forming one nation. All the empires we 
have known in the past and that exist to-day are founded 
on the idea of assimilation, of trying to force human 
material into one mould. Your whole idea and basis is 
entirely different. You do not want to standardise the 
nations of the British Empire; you want to develop them 
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towards greater, fuller nationality. These communities, 
the offspring of the mother country, or territories like 
my own, which have been annexed after the vicissitudes 
of war, must not be moulded on any one pattern. You 
want them to develop freely on the principles of self- 
government, and therefore your wliole idea is different 
from anything that has existed before. That is the funda- 
mental fact we have to bear in mind— that this British 
Commonwealth of Nations docs not stand for standardi- 
sation or denationalisation, but for the fuller, iicher, and 
more various life of all the nations comprised in it. 

Even the nations which have fought against it, like my 
own, must feel tliat their cultural interests, their language, 
their religion, are as safe and as secure under the British 
flag as those of the children of your own household and 
your own blood. It is only in proportion as this is realised 
that you will fulfil the true mission which is yours. 
Therefore, it seems to me that there is only one solution, 
and that is a solution supplied by our past traditions— 
the traditions of freedom, self-government, and of the 
fullest development of all constituent parts of the Empire. 

The question arises: How are you going to keep this 
Commonwealth of Nations together? If there ^ 
this full development towards a more varied and richer 
life among our nations, how are you going to keep them 
togetlier? It seems to me that there are two potent factors 
that you must rely upon for the future. The first is your 
hereditary Kingship, the other is our Conference system. 
I have seen some speculations recently in the newspapers 
about the position of the Kingship in this country- 
speculations by people who, I am sure, have not thought 
of the wider issues that are at stake. 
a republic of the British Commonwealth o/ Nations. 

If you had to elect a President, he would have to be a 
President not only here in these islands, but all over t 
British Empire-in India and in 
President would be really representative of ^e 
peoples* and here you would be facing an absolutely 
insoluble problem. The theory of the Constitution is that 
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the King is not your King, but the King of all of us 
ruling over every part of the whole Cojnmonwealth of 
Nations; and if his place should be taken by anybody 
else, that somebody would have to be elected under a 
process which it will pass the wit of man to devise. Let 
us be thankful for mercies. We have a kingship here 
which is really not very different from a hereditary re- 
public. I am sure that, more and more in the future, the 
trend will be in the direction of a more democratic king- 
ship, and I shall not be surprised to see the time come 
when our Royal princes, instead of getting their consorts 
from among the princelings of central Europe, will go 
for them to the dominions and other portions of the 
British Empire. 

In regard to the present system of Imperial Confer- 
ences, it will be necessary to devise better machinery for 
common consultation than wc have at present. So far 
we have relied on Imperial Conferences which meet once 
in every four years or thereabouts. However useful has 
been the work done at these Conferences, tliey have not, 
in my opinion, been a complete success. It will be neces- 
sary to devise better means of achieving our ends. A 
precedent has now been laid down of calling together 
the Dominion Prime Ministers and representatives from 
the Empire of India to the Imperial Cabinet, You have 
seen a statement made by Lord Curzon that it is the 
intention of the Government to perpetuate this system 
in the future. Although wc shall have to wait for a com- 
plete explanation of the scheme from the Government, 
yet it is clear that in an institution like that we have a 
better instrument of common consultation than we have 
in the old Imperial Conference which meets only every 
four years and which discusses a number of subjects not 
really of first-rate importance. 

What is necessary is that there shall be called together 
the most important rulers of the Empire, say once a year, 
to discuss matters which concern all parts of the Empire 
in common, in order that causes of friction and misunder- 
standing may be prevented or removed. We also need a 
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meeting like that in order to lay down a common policy 
in common matters concerning the Empire as a whole, 
and to determine the true orientation of our common 
Imperial policy. 

There is, for instance, foreign policy on which the fate 
of the Empire might from time to time depend. Some 
such method of procedure must lead to very important 
results and very great changes. You cannot settle a 
common foreign policy for the whole of the British 
Empire without changing that policy very nauch from 
what it has been in the past, because the policy will have 
to be, for one thing, far simpler. In the other parts of 
the Empire we do not understand diplomatic Jinesse. If 
our foreign policy is going to rest not only on the basis 
of our Cabinet here, but, finally, on the whole of the 
British Empire, it will have to be a simpler policy, a far 
more intelligible policy, and a policy which will in the 
end lead to less friction and greater safety. 

No one will dispute the primacy of the Imperial 
Government in this respect. We shall always look upon 
the British Government as the senior partner in the con- 
cern, as the managing director responsible for our foreign 
affairs and responsible for carrying on those affairs in 
tlie intervals between the meetings of the Imperial Cabi- 
net. But the Imperial foreign policy must always be 
subject to the principles laid down from time to time at 
the meetings of the Imperial Cabinet. Such a policy will 
in the long run be saner and safer for the Empire as a 
whole. I also think it will lead to greater publicity. 

After the great catastrophe which has overtaken 
Europe, nations in future will want to know more about 
their foreign poIicy» I flni sure that the after effects of a. 
change like this, although it looks a simple one, are going 
to be very important and far-reaching, not only for our 
Commonwealth of Nations, but for the whole world. 

Far too much stress has been laid in the past on instru- 
ments of government. People are inclined to forget that 
the world is growing more democratic, and that public 
opinion and the forces finding expression m public 
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opinion are going to be far more powerful than they have 
been in the past. Where you build up a common patriot 
ism and a common ideal, the instrument of government 
will not be a thing that matters so much as the spirit 
which actuates the whole. 
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EARL OF BALFOUR 


House of Lords, 8 December 1926 
(65 ILL. Beb„ 5 s., 1331 Ef.) 


[Lord Balfour spoke in reply to Lord Parmoor, who 
rose to call attention to the work of the Imperial Con- 
ference.] 


I do not think I ever heard a speech from any member 
of your Lordships’ House which seemed to me to ap- 
proach a very important, a very difficult, and in some 
respects, a very complicated question so precisely from 
the wrong point of view. What is the noble Lord’s [Lord 
Parmoor’s] point of view? He says: ‘You have made 
declarations with regard to the s/aiiis of the Dominions.’ 
He does not deny that he sympathises with those declara- 
tions ; he does not deny that that is the sort of idea that 
he himself cherishes; but he says; ‘What folly to lay down 
the general principles on which this Empire is now con- 
structed. I think you should first settle all the preliminary 
details, and smooth away all the technical difficulties 
which have their origin in the long history of our oversea 


Dominions.’ , . , , 

I cannot imagine any policy from which I more pro- 
foundly differ. You are to set yourself every kind of 
problem, every sort of difficulty which may conceivably 
arise in the course of applying the broad principles of 
equality of status before you dare to announce that 
equality of status exists. Can anything be more legal or 
less statesmanlike? I cannot even put myself m the frame 
of mind of the noble Lord on that subject. He asks, tor 
instance, if the Dominions want to separate from us, what 
exactly would happen then, what sort of notice ougW to 
be given, by what procedure would it be done. You 
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might ns well consider nil the causes of divorce before 
you decide upon the problems of matrimony. ^ 

Does not the noble Lord sec that it would' be imonc 
ticable for the Conference of the Dominions niul the 
mother country to meet at Westminster to say; ‘Well on 
the wliolc we are inclined to think the idea of Empire is 
one to which wo may all look forward and which will 
embody equality of status, but just think of Jiow mniiv 
questions we must decide before we get to that point 
Here is this difllculty and there is another dimcultv arisin.^ 
out of the Act of 1865. There are ail these inoblems with 
regard to the Merchant Shipping Act, We must settle all 
those before vye decide on what principle this collection 
of self-governing States is to work together?’ I boldiv 
say to your Lordships’ House that that is from bcginnlnR 
to end the wrong way of going to work. We have gone 
on exactly the opposite way. I believe we have done 
nothing new. 

I was reminded to-day of a speech which, frankly, I had 
quite forgotten, that I myself made in your Lordships’ 
House on the subject earlier in the Session, and which 
appears to me to put the whole case. I do not know 
whether It would bore your Lordsiiips but it docs put 
the whole Ciise, I sfiicl in reference to the relutions bC'* 
tween the mother country and the Dominions; 


w,,.. vn;>v IS unit ino relations are llioso 

necessarily of equality. None of us conceive that of fliis 
conglomeration of free Slates one is above the other One 
may have more responsibility than another, one may bo in 
more dangers than nnothor, one may be closer to the centre 
of mtomatioiial coinplicatbiis Ilian another, but all are on 

th V ^ essence, as 1 understand it, of 

the British Empire. As to exactly wIuU that equality involves. 

Ollier ‘ ‘’fsponsibility cacli has for the 

other on that I persona ly think very little Is gained by renn- 
ing, discussing, or defining,’ 


may 1 icao what tollows, because it deals with another 
point about which the noble Lord spoke; 

I should say that, so far as lliis country is concerned, wo 
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aro bound to go to war to defend any part of this Empire 
which is in daneci’, Personally, I think the duties of all the 
other members of the Empire to us are not less than our 
duties to them, but, as to the particular conditions under 
which that great duly is to be exercised, I do not believe 
anything is gained by inventing hard cases beforehand.’ 

That is vvlitit I said a month before the Conference met. 
It is what, equally strongly, at the moment I believe. 
Nothing is gained and much may be lost by the kind of 
argumentation in whicli the noble Lord has indulged this 
evening. 

Remember exactly what the position is. In this country 
we are all familiar with the idea of equality between the 
self-governing portions of the Empire. I will not give the 
quotations^ but it has been stated by various high authori- 
ties for the last quarter of a century and has never, I 
think, been formally contradicted within these shores. 
But that is not the position in all the Dominions. In 
many of the Dominions tiiere is a minority— in most 
cases, I dare say, a very small minority— who are always 
following the train of thought which recommends itself 
so much to the' noble Lord. They are always looking at 
these survivals of an earlier past and saying: ‘How can 
you consider that we in this or that Dominion are on an 
equality with the mother country wiien we find still un- 
repealed this or that statute?’ If you are to allow that 
kind of statement to go uncontradicted, unqualified by 
the broad considerations of equality with which you 
ought to begin, of course you can get in an audience 
mixed up in local controversy a certain amount of opinion 
in favour of the assertion that, whatever talk may go on 
in England, in this or that Dominion things are far other- 
wise and the boasted equality between the various self- 
governing parts of our Empire does not, in fact, exist. 
It does, in fact, exist. 

What is contrary to the fact are these survivals of a 
previous condition of things, survivals^ which have no 
practical effect, which have no practical interference with 
that equality which each part of the self-governing parts 
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Of the Empire may justly claim for itself, but wliich nn 
oubt can be set out m a formal document which if vnn 
choose to treat the whole thing as purely a questio/ of 
law might have an elTect, and as I believe has S 
eifect, in local controversies overseas, * 

There is but one way of getting rid of that difficultv 
and getting nd of it forever, and that is to take advantae^e 
of the presence within our shores of the Prime Minister! 
who are representative each of his own Dominion mel 
mg round a table discussing this question in all its asnects 
and coming unanimously to the conclusion thatTSe 
ventured to say represents British opinion, and to 
in desirable to consider this or that dinicuUy 

jn-inciple— never inter- 
fered with on any important point-stands, that no con- 
tiol IS excreted by any single one of the self-governiiw 
pads of the Empire over any other part of the Empire ^ 
We stand on an equality, and if some foreign critics are 
disposed to say that standing on an equality means that 
we aie bound to separate in a short time, my view is 

h R ‘^^^d’ary. My view, most strongly, is tliat 
the British Empire is now a more united organism t inn 
It las ever been before, that that organism is held together 
far more emictually by the broad loyalties, by the common 
^eehngs and interests-in many cases, of history-m d bv 
devotion to the great world ideals of peace and freedom 
A common interest in loyalty, in freedom, in idealSS 

JLSr what is the use of this 

shadowy pre-eminence to which the noble Lord refermd 

tbink°n^?o M '^^dch he seemed to 

® r cmisidered by a Commission and dealt 
With according to its desires? That is not the way vo 

° unanimity, that is not tlie way you me 
going to have a solid bond of Empire. ^ ^ ^ 

I can perfectly understand any political theorist snvirnr 

Bi'ilish Empire was of ail political 
fabrics the lecblest and the least cincient for any puS 
ofolTonco or dclbnce or mimml support. But Iw Sn“ 
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body can think that, after the War, seems to me perfectly 
amazing. It may well be that, after tlie War, people may 
have said to tliemsclves here and there: ‘Well, one result 
of the War is that a great many communities have been 
dragged into it who might have been kept out of it.’ But 
tlmt is not the prevailing feeling that has been left. 

Nothing, as I believe, can increase the feeling of soli- 
darity more than the sense that the solidarity depends on 
the complete sense of free equality. There cannot be, of 
course, equality of function in this Empire. That must 
depend on the circumstances of the moment. At the 
moment, and for many years to come— many, many 
years to conio — the main burden of defence must neces- 
sarily fall upon tills country. For many years to come— 
perhaps for an indefinite period — owing to our geo- 
graphical position, the leading part, and at present by 
far the most important part, of the conduct of our 
foreign afiairs must also fall on this country. But these 
are questions of function, varying with the conditions of 
the time, varying with the actual practical necessities that 
have to be met. They in no way conflict, at least in my 
view, and lam sure in the view of those who took part 
in the Imperinl Conference, with that fundamental 
equality of status which can be the only permanent bond 
between these self-governing portions of the Empire. . , . 

The fact remains, and will, I hope, always remain, that 
these self-governing States of which the Empire is com- 
posed hnve each a separate identity which, I think, could 
not but bo recognised after the events of 1918, and that 
the dilTiculties of that separate identity, in which we are 
all equal, in which tliis country has no superiority over 
any one of the Dominions, will be got over in practice. 
It is got over at every meeting in Geneva. I am sure that 
my noble friend and I could have invented any number 
of hard cases when we had these co-equal, self-governing 
communities all represented on the League of Nations 
and all able by tlieir separate veto to stop the League of 
Nations doing anything. You would say a priori that 
this was a system that would not work at all. I am not 
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prepared to say that it will never produce a difTiciilty but 
I do say that it has worked perfectly up to the present 
moment and that my belief is tliat the common sense of 
other nations and the patriotism and the feeline of unitv 
of the separate members of the Empire will enable it to 
work successfully in the future as it has so far succcssfiillv 
worked in the past. ^ 
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IMPERIAL RELATIONS 
EARL OF BALFOUR 
Edinburgh, 27 January 1927 
{OpMotts ami Argument (1927), pp, 190 ff.) 

[Lord Balrouji made, in this speech, some illumina- 
ting comments on the conclusions to be drawn from 
recent developments in Imperial relations and, in par- 
ticular, from the Report of the Imperial Conference of 
1926 .] 

It is with great pleasure that I respond to the invitation 
to speak on a subject which, though entirely non-contro- 
versial, profoundly interests every citizen of the British 
Empire. I tliink the whole community has been con- 
scious, after j.hc issue of the Conference Report, that an 
important moment had been reached in the evolution of 
the British Empire. But what exactly was done by the 
Conference I think they were not quite so clear about, 
and that was most natural, because, in the first place, 
they were well aware that the Conference, august though 
it was, consisting of the Prime Ministers of all the self- 
governing Dominions and of Great Britain, had no legis- 
lative power, lintl no power of altering laws which govern 
the Empire, or, indeed, of doing anything at all except 
give advice in their respective Dominions to the Parlia- 
ments by whose support and faith they were present at 
Westminster. 

What, then, was the change that had taken place? The 
reply was far from obvious, because it never had been 
denied, for many, many, years, that the Dominions were 
autonomous. It had been explicitly stated by persons in 
authority, not, indeed, in any very formal fashion, but — 
what was even more impressive than a formal statement 
— it had been stated in the course of speeches as an ac- 
cepted fact, before audiences which would certainly have 
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expressed objection had they entertained doubts on the 
subject. 

I myself remember when I was Prime Minister inci- 
dentally making a speech on another subject in which I 
asserted as a universally accepted fact that the Dominions 
were autonomous and that the idea of any Government 
in Great Britain interfering with that autonomy was in 
fact, unthinkable, and I was reminded that I made a 
similar statement on the subject at the Albert Hall three 
years before the War. 

Now, why do I say three years before the War? I say 
it because the War was a crucial incident in the whole 
recent development of the Empire. It was, as I believe 
the accepted fact, though never stated in any formal 
writing, that the self-governing Dominions were autono- 
mous in the fullest sense of the word. Many persons were 
quite ready to take account of that, and they immediately 
drew the moral, especially foreigners, that if the British 
Empire was simply a collection of autonomous States 
with no central authority, bound together by no com- 
pulsory laws, why, then, it was not an Empire at all, and 
whatever airs it might give itself, and however it might 
talk of our far-flung Dominions, in fact it was a loosely 
constructed political entity that did not count as a great 
world force either for war or for peace. 

Well, whether it counted for war or not was soon 
settled in tlie eyes of the world. To the dismay of our 
enemies and the deliglit of our friends, the British Empire, 
when the time of trial came, showed itself as powerful 
for purposes of Imperial defence as the most Iijghly 
organised military despotism of which history gives us 
any record, and undoubtedly the British Empire has 
shown what it could do as a unity, although largely com- 
posed of those autonomous portions. 

There was still a lesson to learn. The War taught the 
unity of the Empire for the purpose of defence. The 
peace came, and again that very unity, which had been 
so manifest when tlie Empire was in danger, showed 
Itself ns a unity composed of independent parts when the 
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moment came for settling the terms of peace. All through 
those fateful months when the terms of peace were under 
discussion, we were in the closest touch with our col- 
leagues from the Dominions in Paris, and when the 
time for signing the final Treaty of Peace came, every 
separate Dominion signed as an independent Power. 
Never was that unity and diversity in unity shown in 
clearer terms before the face of rather an astonished and 
puzzled world. 

At this moment, when at Geneva the League of Nations 
meets, the representatives of the Dominions go there, of 
course, on equal terms with every other nation. Although, 
as a matter of arrangement among ourselves, the repre- 
sentatives of the Empire are in constant and friendly com- 
munication in Geneva, all their constitutional powers 
as Members of the League are identical with the consti- 
tutional powers of any other State in the world, from 
the greatest to the smallest. 

Now, if that is so, and if it was so before the Conference 
of 1926, what, you may perhaps ask, was there for the 
Conference to do? In the first place, I think this abso- 
lute equality of status was perhaps more obvious to the 
home country than it was to one or two at least of the 
Dominions. 

In- the second place, I would remind you that the 
Empire in its present condition is the result of an evolu- 
tionary process, in which law has always lagged behind 
practice. There is a well-known and admirable book 
called ‘The Law and Practice of the Constitution*. I am 
not sure that the title would not have been more appro- 
priate to the actual development of Great Britain, and 
the Empire to which Great Britain belongs, if the title 
had been ‘The Practice and Law of the Constitution*. 

I won’t argue about that. I will only point out that, con- 
sidering that what are now the Dominions were originally, 
for the most part, small and powerless communities de- 
pendent on the mother country for many things besides 
protection, in every sense children, and at that time 
with the status of children — of course, English-speaking 
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peoples being what they are, it was inevitable tint 
they grew, their whole j30sition altered, and that tho’uD i 
no doubt the laws under wliich they worked gradinllv 
changed, the actual position of the law was alwnvs 
the actual practice. ^ 

It must now be a quarter of a century since norfcctiv 
explicit statements have been made, without cojitradlc- 
tion, of the absolute equality of status between Dominions 
and mother country. But though that represents the facts 
and the practice, it docs not in all respects represent the 
actual statute law, which the learned among you mav 
iind burled away in Acts of Parliament. And, of course 
if and when there was in any particular Dominion a sec’ 
tion of the community wlio, according to the practice of 
sections of llic community in free countries, were very 
glad to pick holes in anything that was done by their 
poJitical opponents, these survivals of a defunct in aclico 
were all dragged to the front and were made the topic of 
criticisms of the Dominion status, all implying that the 
status was unfair to the status enjoyed by the mother 
country. 

That was never held here, never, I believe, by 1 1 linking 
people. It was held by many, perhaps, In certain of the 
Dominions, and it was all-important that when tlic Prime 
Ministers met together last November, they should sinclv 
and severally, in ihcir coJIcotivc, us well as in their private 
capacity, give their great authority to what wo in this 
country have long believed to be a true doctrlnc—tho 
doctrine of equality of status. I lliink that that was a 
very great and vital stage in nmplrc-hiiilding. 

There was another <locirinc, less important, but worth 
ormulating, and which, so fur ns I am aware, has never 
been formulated until a very few weeks or months ago. 

It IS this— that while for all time the status of those auto- 
nomous members of tlie llritisii Empire Is identical, 
thoio IS, and llicro must be, a din'crcnliation of function. 

It must be that to one of llicsc Dominions should bo 
entrusted the leading part, lot us say, in diplomacy— the 
leading part m the organisation of defence. 
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All the Dominions are brought in counsel, all the 
Dominions are kept informed, as far as conditions of 
time and space permit, of what is going on, of what is 
passing in the minds of those conducting our affairs 
here, of their views ■ Also, of course, any opinion from 
any Dominion receives the full weight to which it is 
entitled, but some differentiation of function there is, 
always jias been, and, I think, always must be. It is not 
merely that to Great Britain has been entrusted the lead- 
ing part in diplomacy and defence, but Australia, for 
example, has n siiccial function with regard to one of 
the Mandated Territories. Now Zealand has a special 
function with regard to another, and South Africa is 
responsible for the Mandated Territory of German 
South-West Africa, 

So that is the system which exists, that is the system 
which ought to exist; I don’t say ought to exist in its 
present shape for all time. I do say that equality of status 
exists, but the actual arrangement of such differentiation 
of function as I have indicated must be subject naturally 
to variations of form as variations of circumstance require 
or suggest. 

Now the great technical importance, the formal impor- 
tance of the Conference of 1926, is that all the represen- 
tatives of these great Dominions — and our own Prime 
Minister is ono of thcm~have met round a table, and 
have, in face of all the world, declared both the funda- 
mental doctrine of equality of status, and the somewhat 
different, but not unimportant, corollary that, though 
there Is equality of status, thatmust be associated with some 
differentiation of function, That is all I have to say about 
what I may call the formal side of this great development. 

I should like to say something upon a side that is in 
some respects far more important. Call it moral, emo- 
tional, sentimental, historical, or what you will, I mean 
that we should look at this problem from the standpoint 
of those who look behind and look in front, and who try 
to forecast the future of that great institution to which 
formal expression was given in December last. 

480 T 
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You may ask me whether, having roughly exnhifnnri 
what I conceive to be the Constitution of the LuSv 
mg portions of the Empire. I think it the best nossihl' 
Constitution that could be contrived. The question k 
m my opinion, an idle question, because the Const Zion 
now formally declared is absolutely the only Const 
which is possible if the British Empire is to exist 3 
need not argue whether it would not be better to In™? 
central authority, whether some means of coercion in 
extreme cases ought not to be contrived, 

All this Constilution-mongering is utterly out of nhrp 
when you are deaiing with the natural growth of the 
British Empire, and when you remember that that Emnirp 
IS sMttered in fragments in every part of the habitable 
globe. It was possible for tlic framers of the A merlon n 
Constitution to give State rights and to combine will, 
maintenance of State rights a central authoritafive 
Government. But America, large as she is, is on one 
continent. We arc scattered in every continent and it 
would be quite impossible for us in any sense to conv or 
to imitate tlio great work that was done by the 
speaking inhabitants of North America after the senam 
tion from the mother country. 

I myself, however, do not regard the absence of a 
central authority with the kind of fears that assail those 
who arc brought up upon legal considerations, and who 
put emotional considerations on one side. I do not of 
course, deny fite importance of central authorities where 
you can have them. I should like to feel that every person 
of British blood should consult in some Chamber 
through his immediate representatives, with regard to 
everything affecting the Empire, but that you cannot dS 
and never will bo able to do. I will not admit, however, 
that though we arc deprived of that great advantage, we 
must inevitably describe ourselves as having to be content 
With the second best. 

You may ask if I am not exaggerating the power of 
sentiment as a binding force. Remember, my imaginary 
critic might say, that some of tlio memories of some of 
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our great XJoniinions are not entirely connected with 
matters in wliich there lias been no controversy between 
this country and their predecessors. If memory is to be 
the foundation of your future greatness, are your memo- 
ries always so satisfactory that they will supply a solid 
foundation for such a future? Well, I am a Scotsman 
addressing Scotsmen, and I feel, therefore, peculiarly 
qualified to speak on this subject. I maintain, and I 
appeal to the history of my country to show that I am 
right, that these dilTerent traditions can well be united in 
one wholej that, although these different streams which 
have met together to make our kingdom and our Empire 
may have flowed from different sources, none of them 
need feel that that difference destroys the unity of the 
stream which has resulted from their coalescence. I abso- 
lutely refuse to allow any man, be he English or be he 
Scottish, to rob me of my share in Magna Charta and 
Shakespeare because of Bannockburn and Flodden. 
What we have done, all can do. We can look back without 
shame, and we can look forward with unbroken hope. 

Personally, I hazard what some may think the para- 
doxical opinion that this creation of the British Empire 
is the final crown of the endeavours, the half-conscious 
endeavours, which we in these islands have made for cen- 
turies. All our greatest work has been, as it were, done 
unconsciously, done not in the spirit of system-makers, but 
in the spirit of dealing from moment to moment with the 
necessities of the moment. The English, without really 
knowing what they were doing, invented Parliaments. The 
Scottish, without really knowing what a lesson they were 
giving, were the first to sliow what democratic patriotism 
could do in the very height of the Middle Ages and the 
feudal system. The subjects of George III, when they had 
thrown olf allegiance to the British Crown, set themselves 
to work, and on the basis of the liberties which they had 
inherited from our common forefathers, built up a Consti- 
tution whicli has shown itself equal to dealing with the un- 
foreseen magnitude of the problems which must face so 
vast a territory, governed by so energetic a population. 

480 l2 
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We are the direct descendants and brothers nr o 
who made this great and unique performance. No mhf 
nation has done anything Jike it at all. We, tliroueh^nf 
force of circumstances, without conscious premecHtado^ 
m no cliaracter of constitution-makers, find om? 
members of an Empire based on princinle'! 
wholly unrecognised in the jjast, without any 
and yet, I tliink, in a spirit wliich looks forwm^ t” ^ f’ 
future m hope and in belief. ‘ 

T ?! is an easy one 

I do not tell you, or any of our brother-subjects of Pie 

Doniinlons, that, though this has been laS 
down in black and white at a Conference in 1926 thpir 
labours are over. Tiieir labours arc just begun, r ivn u t 
not lay down the positive assurance that the future even 
of parliamentary institutions, elsewhere or in this count? 
IS absolutely safe. But I do say that the experiment we 
aie trying is a result of a natural development, SL? 
as that great security behind it; and I am confident hat 
the patriotism common sense, the instinctive lo^kinR 
to tlie past, tmd working for the future which have been 
English-speaking peoples are 

Ip nnn ^ to a succcsslbl issue ono of 

he noblest experiments mankind has ever tried. 
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STATUTE OF WESTMINSTER, 1931 
LORD BVCKMASTER 
House of Lords, 26 November 1931 
(83 II,L, Deb., 5 s., 195 ff.) 

[Debate on Second Reading of the Statute of West- 
minster Bill.] 

My Lords, this is in my humble judgment a most 
momentous measure, It is not that its actual terms offend 
any of the relationships existing between ourselves and 
our Dominions. It is that it is, as I believe, for the first 
time, an attempt made to put into the form of an Act of 
Parliament rules which bind the various component parts 
of the Empire, and that I regard as a grave mistake. It 
is to my mind of the utmost importance that you should 
allow the free independent growth of independent life 
among all the various elements which together make up 
our Empire, but that you should avoid as far as possible 
putting a definition of what the relationships may be into 
the unyielding form of an Act of Parliament, That is 
what this Statute has attempted to do. I often think that 
people make a great mistake in thinking that Acts of 
Parliament are some kind of panacea for wrongs. They 
are frequently nothing of the kind. They are often a 
grievous interference with liberty, though frequently 
necessary, and in my judgment ought to be avoided when- 
ever possible and wherever we have got anything fluid 
and living, like the relationships between ourselves and 
the various parts of our common Empire, we ought to 
keep it like that and not attempt to put it into a Statute. 

I agree that the definitions do not appear to be very 
irksome or very dangerous, but if you had attempted by 
any means in your power to put into an Act of Parlia- 
ment the rules which regulate the Constitution of this 
country itself, the result would have been disaster of a 
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most appalling kliul. TJic thing which lias • 

country grow is that it never hal itl a wStc?£, If 
tution of any sort or kind, and the consequence L o i 
that It has been possible to adapt, from t?nio to 
various relationsliips and authorities between evcjw ennf 
ponent part of this State, without any serious 
disaster. That is what I think ought to bo the ideal Sicd 
at be ween ourselves and the various other nations w Sh 
together make up the British Empire. which 

It IS not because of the powers that are conferred imnn 
them that I feel uneasy about this. I do not, and for E 
reason; everybody knows perfectly well that each one of 
our great Dominions can take to itself whatever 
It wishes. We arc not going to liUorfcro. Nobody bSves 
for a moment that if one of the great Dominions S 
mined to live separately we are going to war TlioT-n • 

Ac oi Parhnmcnt and not an ultimate resort to force 

tLm we have, as between ourselves and 

them, a bond the strength of whidi it is quite impossible 
to rcal^c unless you happen to go there and can feel aS 
test It for yonnsclf. That is what I desire shnulH hn « ^ 

^ myself uneasy about the attemptTo 
define their powers in this way. ° 
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STATUTE OF WESTMINSTER, 1931 
LORD PASSFIELD 
House of Lords, 26 November 1931 
(83 U,L. Deb,, 5 s., 209 (f.) 

[See note on No, 111.] 

Whilst I respect very much the feelings which have 
been cxpressctl by several noble Lords as to the impor- 
tance of allowing the growth of the free and independent 
life with regard to constitutional matters, and the danger 
of limiting that growth by the words of a Statute, I want 
to point out that it is one of the objects of this present 
Bill to give that freedom, I do not think it is sufficiently 
noticed that the Act of 1865 [Colonial Laws Validity Act] 
which this measure practically repeals, whilst it was partly 
an cn franc Iiising measure conferring freedom upon the 
responsible Governments of the Colonies, as they were 
then, to pass their own legislation relating to their own 
affairs even if it was contrary to British Common Law, 
yet really did put into the rigid framework of an Act of 
Parliament the British Constitution on the subject. It 
laid down specifically that no Statute hereafter made by 
any one of those Colonies, even in matters which were 
strictly entirely within their own province, should be 
valid if it was in contradiction of a Statute of this Parlia- 
ment applicable to that colony. That was putting into 
the rigid framework of an Act of Parliament something 
which I think we arc all agreed now had better have been 
left to free development. 

It Is a m£\jor purpose of this Bill to remove that fetter, 
to remove the strait jacket, the rigid framework into 
which the Constitution was put by that Statute of 1865, 
whiclr I assume would now be regretted by the noble and ^ 
learned Lord, Lord Buckmaster, by the noble Marquess, 
Lord Salisbury, and by the noble Lord, Lord Lloyd, all 



296 


IMPERIAL RELATIONS 


Of whom said that it was a mistake to put into n 
framework this free and growing Constitution 
done by our Statute of ]865. It is the nnmn 
Bill to romovc that fcttor, to take, , ho Com fin 
more out of the rigid framework, out of the sfra Maet"? 
and to leave it free for future growth. That asnect of S' ’ 
measure does not seem to have been noticed I, if .f"? 

which I do not remembef has^fen vety 

point at all, not merely by the Union of South a r 
but as strongly as any by the Dominion of 

this Imperial Statute coiUiiuiiiig to fettpr iKn ^ 

fS^tSt-sr - ‘'‘"corti.:.i-r m 

I would point out to those noble Loifk vwh,^ , 
with regret-wlth hearllblt rogretlto the uLSa ofT' 
measure that only bv a mo^■!nro 
that freedom. KXre fX w n ilm ®‘''° 

heartily in favour of this mcasin-f' t Recdoni am 
with any mgret. I simooft ft ^ r" "I™'”' “ 

M u bo hfibree “ 
Let me pote om LShe^ fetteSh has" IZT^ H 

and which wo seek to remove by d m 

ssyfrsr 

s'r^;rts'fs"ssfTts‘tfE«^^^^^ 

s.i'iiSat fcs‘'rh'r f 

reigntv of mv p„.„ V a “"^er he sove- 

aignty ot any Power by Australian subjects who Irad, 
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taken refuge there in order to carry on this forgery of 
Australian banknotes, and that these people could go 
back to Australia and if they did not actually utter the 
forged notes in Australia could not be proceeded against. 
The Commonwealth of Australia claims that it ought to 
have power to pass a Statute making these acts, done by 
Australian subjects for the purpose of actually commit- 
ting crime in Australia, an olTence so that if these people 
came back to Australia they should be liable to be pro- 
ceeded against. That is just one instance of the fetters 
into whicli we have put the Dominions at present by 
denying them the power to pass any Act having extra- 
territorial efTect even when it concerns their own subjects 
and crimes against their own good order and govern- 
ment. It is because of such cases that this Bill is a neces- 
sary measure if you want freedom for the Constitution 
to grow and develop without fetters. 

An Act of Parliament can in many cases, I would like 
to remind the noble Lord, Lord Danesfort, be an instru- 
ment of freedom and not necessarily an instrument of 
restriction. In this case this is an instrument of freedom — 
to give freedom to the Dominions, and to this country 
in its relations with the Dominions, to grow and develop 
without the fetters of an Act of Parliament. As I say I 
am not only supporting this Bill but I am in cordial sym- 
pathy with it. I do not support it reluctantly. Possibly 
I have had to work through it more than other noble 
Lords, and I support it cordially, ex auiiiw, because I 
believe the British Commonwealth of Nations cannot be 
maintained on the basis of legal fetters and Acts of Parlia- 
ment reaching from one end of the earth to the other. 
I believe the only security for the British Commonwealth 
of Nations is the frank and whole-hearted acceptance of 
the principle of voluntary co-operation in perfect free- 
dom. It is because I take that view that I support this 
measure. ‘ ' 
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Miuist'ry, rcsponsibUliy for acts 
of Sovorclgii, 1. 2-10, 16-19, 
request to S^ovcrolBU rcsnectlng 
uiHloriaklng^ for creai on of 
;ieers, 11-15, 38-52; right of 
to dissolulion of I’lirliamciit, 
17-19, 53-6; relations with 
Parliament and Pco|do, 59- 
101 : position of when not snp- 
uorlcd by House of Commons, 
59-80, 84-6; collectivo resnon- 
Blblllly of, 96-101 l aiul House 
of Lords, in 1719, 10711., 
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power of, in roBord »o making 
treaties, 239~<n!, power of, In 
regard to declurins war, 242- 
7; secret inlltionco of, over 
House of Com 111 oils, ii. 126-7, 
129. 

Molcsworlh, Sir W.. ?*■« 

on colonial policy, li- 226-43. 
Money Hills, ccrtlijcallon of. 
under Pavliainoiit 
129-30 : and ae® rinandal 
measures. 

Morloy, Viscount, I* 4a. 

National Cover nnicid. i. 100. 
Newspaper stamp wtily, 11. 43-5. 
Norlli, Lord, rcsisiiniioH of his 
Ministry, i. 6S-9. 

Oliver and Crosl>yt Case of, 1. 
2il*-23v 

‘Open dlploinacy’i I. 231-8, 253- 
4,255-8. 

Opinion, public, see Public opim 

Ojljonifl Case, il. 75-81. 

Palniorston, Lovd, dismissal of, 
i. 20-9 ; spccchoa of, on advice 
to the Sovereign to dismiss 
him, 26-9, on tlio House of 
Lords ftud nmuicltd measures, 
141-5. oil tho iiowors of tlio 
House ofCoiiuiHins in regard 
to declaration of war. 245-7, 
on protection of Urltlsh sub- 
jects abroad, 11. 51-0. 

Paper Duties Itepcnl Hill (I860), 
rejection ofby 

1, 137 If., 141 fP., 102-3, 167, 
183-4. 

libel, 1. 224-a. , , . , . 

Parliament, dissoUniou oL rights 
in respect of, I. * ^ri^t ^ ,-,1 o! 
81-95, 157-8, ICO-l, 170-2 
and see Lortln, House of, ami 
Commons, Ho;i&o of. 
Parliament Acl (1^10. remarks 

on wovkiiiH of| L 128 fl. 

Parilamenl Dill tlDH), 1, 38-52, 
188-99. 

Parliamentary tJcbnlcs, secrecy 
of, i. 205-14, 

Parliamentary Pnpors Act (1840), 
i, 224. 


Parnell, Charles Stewart, 1. 92-3. 

Party politics, defects of, 1, 31; 
and public opinion, 81-3; and 
collective responsibility of 
Ministry, 99-100; and House 
of Lords, 121, 126. 

Passficld, Lord (Sidney Webb), 
speech of, on the Statute of 
Westminster (1931), ii. 293- 
7. 

Peel, Sir Robert, accepted re- 
sponsibility for dismissal of 
Ministers,!. 16-19; quoted, on 
duty of Prime Minister in re- 
gard to Foreign AQairs, 21-2; 
resignation of his Ministry (in 
1835), 70, (in 1846), 88; intro- 
duced repeal of Corn Laws 
without popular mandate, 81- 
3; speecnes of, on the Sove- 
reigns responsibility for the 
dismissal of Ministers, 1^19, 
on tho position of a Ministry 
not supported by the House of 
Commons, 62-72, on occasions 
for appeal to tho People, 17- 
19, 84-6, on parliamentary 
papers and exemption from 
action for libel, 224-8, on re- 
form of the franchise, il. 144-7; 
other references to, 1. 170, ii. 
165. 

Peers, Ministry’s request to the 
Sovereign in respect of under- 
taking for the creation of, i. 
11-15, 38-52; creation of, in 
1711, 43, 51, 107, 110; pro- 
posed limitation on Sovereign’s 
power tocreate(i719), 107-10, 

People, the, appeals to, occa- 
sions for, i. 16-19, 53-6, 72, 
81-95, 157-8, 160-1, 17(^2; 
House of Lords and, 35, 120- 
I, 146-5^ relations with 
House of Commons in regard 
to privilege, 215-23; informa- 
tion given to as a result ol 
parliamentary inquiries, 225; 
rights of, il. 3-101 ; representa- 
tion of, 105-212, 

Perceval, Spencer, 1. 6, 18. 
Persia, declaration of war with 
(1856), i. 242-7. 

Petcrloo, ii. 38. 

Picketing, ii. 69-70, 

Pitt, William, the eider (after- 
wards Earl of Chatham), 
{(noted, on House of Lords and 



304 


INDEX 


fintinco, I. IG7; Bpccdic-i of, t ii 

reform of tliormucliisc. 1 , 11- 

J2, OH InxiilioH ol colonics, 
215-17; iuioK’‘l, OH rcftHin ol 
The frnHclilsc, 12B. 

William, llio vonnKcr. re> 
icnlion of olllco in mlHoriiy, 

59. 70. 7<1, 7ft; Biwcchcs ol, oo 
the nosiUon of a Ministry not 
sopporlcil by liio 1 Imiso ot 
Commons, 59-ftl, 
of tUo fraochlse, 11. 125 -33. 
quoted, OH rcliuUnis lolcrallon, 
IG; other references to, 1. l«, 
8B, 97, 99, in-l-i. 

I’letlao to iho SnvoroiBH resard- 
itm policy, Ministers’, when 
improper, 1. 2-10. 

Poor Law Amendment Act 
(1834), clVect of on 'civil 
rights' of llio I’eoplc, il. 47, 

Press, Liberty of, II, 3 -5, 28-30. 
43-5. 

Prime Minister, rlslil to dlssohi- 
lloH of Piirliiiniunt. I. 17-19; 
position in rettiird lo borclBii 
Hccroliiry, 20-9; consliuillomil 
position of. 9H-9. 

Privilcae, of Ilotisu of Commons, 
1.203-28. 

Public meeting, rliiUl of, ii. 19- 
27. 36-42, .57-65. 

Public opinion, House ol Lords 
allcHCo to assist operation ol, 
i 35; by-elections ns ovUtence 
of, 71; Sir lUtberl i*ccl’s 
allcucd oiiiraiio of. H1-.3, 
whellior or not exclusively as- 
cerlainablo in_ the House of 
Commons, 71, lSl-2, 171 

194- 5; llouRe of Lords sliouU 
pay dtioconsidurailon to, 120 
1, 140-58; exercisahlo ihroimh 
public mcotlim!). il- 19-27, 36- 
42, 57-OSj and colonial policy, 
228-30; tito fiilm-o of, 277-8. 

Pultenoy, Willliim (nllorwarda 
Lari of Hath), speeches of. on 
sccrccy uf ilebnic?i> 1. 208*- 
on information to House ot 
Commons on forelun policy, 
231-2. 236 8. 

Rcrerendntn. 1, 120, 152, 192, 

195- 6. . 

Reform Act (1832), BCtteralenecjs 

of, 1. 19, 153-4, il. 78, 160; 


cn’ccl oil ‘ciyil rinhts' of iho 
People, I. 36,Ji. 47- 8; ollccton 
relations of Ministry and 
House of (.’oinmons, 76, 79. 
Kelorm Act (1867), eifcct of, 1, 

36 -7, 11. 78. ^ ^ 

Reform IHIIh( 1831-2), Ministry’s 
dllllcullies In vcsi>cct of, I, ),!- 
I5;tntrodiictionoi', Ii, 137-43; 
criticism of, 144 '51 . 

Kefoi in of the rraiichlsc, 11, 125- 
33, 137 51, 1.59. 

Reform of (he House of Lords, i, 

1 12-32. 

Reid, K. (arterwardfl Lord 
I.orclmrn), speeches of, on 
rltdil of public iiieelinH, ii, 61- 
3, on the I'eonle’H rlalii of ns* 
social ion, 66-71. 

KcIIbIous liberty, li. 6-Ifi. 

Reports of debates In Parllanicnl, 
h'ecreeyof, 1. 205 14, 
Uopiesenlutlon of the People, ii, 
105 212. 

KesiBHation of Ministry, ques* 
tion of, when not siipported by 
the House ofC'ommonH, I. 59- 
80, 84 6. lOi. 

Ros|)onsibi1ity, Ministers’, for 
acts of SovcrelBii, i, 2-10, 16- 
19 j collccilvo, ofMlnislry, 96- 

RIukIc Island, Charter of, 11. 249, 
252-3. 

Roman Calliolies, ilhahllitles of, 
(piestion of roiiuival, 1. 5-10; 
suppression of opinions of, 

7 IT,, 16, 18. , , „ 

Uomiily, Sir Siiimiel, Hpeeches of,, 
on tlieSoverelim’s Inlorvonlion 
in politics, i. 5 7, on sectirliy 
imalnst unlawful imprison- 
ment, il. 31-’5. 

Rosebery, liavl ol, speech of, oti 
reform of House of ].nrd3, I, 

Utissell,' Lord John (afterwards. 
Lari Russel!), controversy with 
l.ord Palnieiston over lliQi 
lallor’s dismisHal, i. 26-9;, 
speeches of, on ndvico to tho: 
SoverclBi) to dlsmlHS a MiiiiR- 
lor, 20-5, on the posllloii of a. 
Ministry not suppurled by the 
House of Commons, 78-80, oii' 
reform of tho frniiclilse, i. 
137-43: other references to, 1.. 
64, ii. 46, 153, 233 
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Siilisbiiry, Miiniiils of, spcccli of, 
OH llio Xloiiso of Eoriis iis n 
check oil IcHisliitioii, i. I'lC-H, 

Second CIminbor, Lords, 

Mmiso of. 

Secrecy, of iinrMtu'iciitury de- 
bates, i. 205-14; in rcsiird to 
conduct of forciH‘’ n Hairs, 231- 
8, 253-8. 

Secretary of Stale fw I'oroien 
AlVidrs, In vcliilion to I'rimo 
Minister, i. 20-f>. „ 

Seditions McctinB» WIH (1755), H, 
lH-21. 

Soiborno, llnvlof, 1. 117, 119, 121. 

.Sepiciuilal Act, i. I lOi it' 105-7. 

ShcUuivno, Mur! of, s|>ccch of, on 
the Sovoreluii'H Iiilorvcntlon in 
politics, 1. 2-4. 

Sheridan, U. 11., ajiccch pf on the 
liberty of the l^ross, ii. 28-30. 

Shimuullt, Lord, rcsiitaatlon of 
Ills Ministry, 1. 

SIniuii, Sir John, Hficech of, on 
the People’s ‘'1^ associa- 

tion. Ii. «2-fi; ruiotcd, 98. 

Six Acts, the (18iy)i H- 

Slcsser, Sir IL, anil Hio acncrul 
Strike n92C), 11. 83-5, 

Simds, CJcncrnl J. <■'■> speeches 
of, on Impcrkil relations, li. 
269-78. 

Snowden, Philip CnPlci'win’ds Vis- 
count Snowdon), 
women's siiHViibc, H. }55-8. 

SoverolBH, the, Intoi vonllon of In 
politics, 1, 2-10; rcliil Ions with 
Ministry, 2-5H} 'can do no 
wronu', 3, G, 9 ! 'dlsmlssnl' of 
Ministry (iv, 5"*0, 16- 19, COj 
rcrincstctl by M iiilsiry lo iin- 
dcrlako to crcnio peers, 1 -15, 
38-52; ' advlsotl to dismiss a 
Minister, 20 -9 ; Uliico of In the 
Const! till Ion, 30-3; position 
of. In retJiird to (.Ussolntiort of 
Parllaimnt,53-G, 86; inHitcnco 
ofon Mlnfslci's, 98-100; pro- 
posed liinltatioo (under Hill of 
17 19) of power lo create peers. 
107-10; as iiniryliiH element In 
llrllish llmplro, II. 275-6. 
Spaiilsli dopred lit Ions (1738), in- 
fo ri nut Ion to l lotiso of Coni- 
nioiiH rcanrdina. !■ 231-8. 
Slump duly on jiuwspiipors, ii. 

'12-5. , , - 

Slnnhopc, Lord, niul House of 


Lords Bill (1719), i. 74, 105, 
106. 

Slutulo of Westminster (1931), il. 
293—7. 

Stockdak v. Hansard, i. 224-8. 
Strikes, icgality of, H, 82-101. 
Snlfrugc, sec Frnnohise, 

Sumner, Lord, speech of, on re- 
form of tlie frunchise, ii. 205-8. 
Sun tier) and, Lord, and House of 
Lords Bill (1719). i. 74, 105. 
Sympathetic strike, li, 87-IOL 

TV# Vale Case, 11. 66-71, 72, 75, 
99. 

Taxation, supposed elTect of Re- 
form on policy regarding, ii, 
169-79, 205-8. 

Taxation of colonies, ii. 215-25, 
‘Taxes on knowledge’, ii, 43-5. 
Test Acts, il, 6, 11, 12, 

Thurlow, Sir E. (afterwards Lord 
Thurlow), speeches of, on the 
right of the House of Com- 
mons to commit for breach of 
privilege, 1, 211-14, on the 
treaty-making power of the 
llotiso of Commons, 239-41. 
Toleration, religious, ii, 6-18, 
Torrens, Robert, ii. 254, 256, 
Trade Disputes Act (1906), ii. 
82—3 

Trade Disputes Bill (1906), i. 155, 
11. 66-74, 93, 100. 

Trade Disputes, &c,. Bill (1927), 
ii. 87-101. 

Trade Unions, i. 126, ii, 66-101, 
Trade Unions Bill (1913), ii. 75- 
81 - 

Treason and Sedition Acts, il. 
22-7. 

Treaty-making power, Ministry, 
IIouso of Commons and, i. 
239-41, 248-50, 252. 

Triennial Parliaments, proposal 
for, 11.113-24. 

United States of America, treaty- 
making power In, i. 248 ; edu- 
cation for franchise in, ii. 167- 
8 ; federation in, 271, 274. 
Unlawful imprisonment, security 
against, ii. 31-5. 

Victoria, Queen, part of in dis- 
missal of Lord Palmerston, i. 
20-9. 
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Wnlnolo, Sir R. (tlOorwnrda Earl 
ot Ocroril), rcsliinatlon of his 
Ministry, 1. 68; speeches of. on 
the Honsoof Lorils Hill (ITE)), 
105-11, on inforniution to 
House of Commons rcgariling 
foreign policy, 2^3-5, on fre- 
nuciicy of gcnortil elect Ions i ij* 
105-7; Ollier references to, i. 
73,206-10,231, 236, 

War* power to oeclaro» Crowii 
nnVi. 111. 2‘15; House of 
Commons mul, 242-7. , , 

Wellington, Duke of, nttiimlo 
towards proposed creation 
of peers (n 1832, 1. 

45; resignation of his 
Ministry, 69; speech of, on 


reform of the franchtso, H. 
148-51. 

Westminster, Statute of (1931), 
ii. 293-7. 

Wheatley, John, speech of, on 
the People’s right of associa- 
tion, li. 87-92. , 

William IV, and creation of peers, 
i. 1 1-15; dismissal' of Ministry 
by, 16-19 ; and Reform, il. 145, 

Women’s sufl’rngo, 11, 182-90, 
195-204, 209-12. 

Wyndham, Sir W., speech of, on 
secrecy of debates, 1. 205-7, 

Yongo, Sir W., speech of, on 
conslituonis nnd members, il, 
108-10. 
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*lf Anthologies 

A Book oi' Amhuican Vi'iihh, Selected nnd edited by A, C, Ward 

A i?ooK OI' Nahhativk Vuitsit. Compiled hyV, II. Collins, Intro- 
duction by lidniund JMiintlen (350). , 

A Book ot' Boottisu Vkuhii, Compiletl by /{. L . Macliio (4 17). 
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Enoi.wii lissAYfl, MonanN, Two Scries, bclcctcd by //, s, 
Milford (2H0, 406). 
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by W. Paarocti (45). 

ENOi.iati Phosi!, clioscn and arranged by W. Peacock in 5 volumes ! 
I, WYCLII'I'UIOCLAHIINOON; II, MII.l'ON lO OllAY ; III, WAL- 
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Enousii Phouk, Narrative, Deacnptivo, iJramatic (maIh,oiiy to 
btuvhnson), compiled by II, A. Treble {204), _ 

Enolihh Siiour S ronii's (Nineteenth and I wenlieth Centuries), 
selected by II, H, Milford, 'rhrec Series («i;3, »88, 3 i.s>. 
Enqlisii Songs and Ballads, compiled by T. W, II, Craslatid, 
New edition, witli tlio text revised, and additional poems (13). 
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BBHAUI! (308); II, CAMPION to tlio Ballads (30*;); HI, iiuydi'N 
to woitDsvvonrii (310)5 IV, Bcorr to liLinAiiirni iikownino 
( 311)5 V, i.oNfii'Bi.i,t)\v tonui‘iinTiiHOoKK(3ia). 

.A Miscbllany oi' Thact.s and l’AMi'ilLnT. 4 . Sixteenth to Ninc- 
tcentli Centuries. Edited hy/J, C. li'Hri/(304). , 

PAi.ouAVn’HCoi.niiN''rm!Aa[J«Y,with 188 panes ol additional poems 

frOinLANDOll to lILUNnilN (133). . , ...... 

Ri'adino at Random. A ' World s Classics AtUholoBy. Kditcd 
by IJcn Ray Redman (410). 


^1 Autobiography 

AitsAitoi'T'fSiiiiGilE’O. Trans, by^. /). A Uiisnian Gentleman 
(241). Years of Childliood (242). A Busnian Sciioolboy (afii). 
ClILLINt (UliNVIiNUTO) (300), 

i:)uQuiNci{Y(TriOMA, 4 ), Confesaions of an Opuim-Enter (as); 
Franklin (Bijnjamin). The Autobioj'raphy, edited from his 
original manuscript by yolin Bii>eloiv (230)* , 

GniiiON (Edwaud). Autobiogiapliy, Introduction by^y. JJ, Bury 
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Havdon (Bunjamin Roiiurt). Tho Autobiography. Introduc- 
tion iind Hpiloguc by IHdtmml Jihmdeii (314). 

Hunt (I.-niOii). Autobiography, Edvtiitid Bluttden (329). 

Mn.L(Jc)UN Stuaut). Autobiography. IntroductionbyffQro/d J. 

Tm ^roY. A Confession, and What I believe. Translated by 

/ivlmcr Mtiude ( 2 ^ 9 ). ^ , t r H u 

Tkolloi’H (Anthony). Autobiography. Introduction by 

Michael Sadkir (339). 


^ Biography 

Caih.ymi, The Life of John Stcriing. Introduction by IP. Hale 
Whitei' Mark RulhcrJord'){.iu)> u 7;. it n . 

Chmjuh, Liids oif. By his Son. Introduction by IS. M. I'orster 

DmwoN ( Austin). I'oiir Frenchwomen: Chariotte Corday, 
Madame Uoiaiid, Princess de Lamballe, Madame dc Genlis 

I 5 Mnn.sON. Ropreaentativo Men. (With EfighVi Trmfj) {30). 
Fuancis op Assisi (St,). Ihc Littie Flowers; and The Life of 
Brother Giles. Translated into English verse hy James Rhoades 

GAsfuii'i, (Mas.). The Life of Charlotte Bronti! (214). 
Houghton (Loan). Life of Kents (364). , .q q ^ 

Johnson (Samuul). Lives of the Poets. 2 

MAunil (Ayi.mhh). Life of folatoy. 2 vols. (383, 384 )* 

Scott (oih Waltkii). Lives of the Novehsts. Introduction by 

ST^Nll0Pii^(LC)m>h ^ Conversations with Wellington. Introduc- 

T.'mil’vAN (Sm M.cuUy. With a new Intro- 

wtnoN^Kf K of 

Sanderson. Introduction by George Satntsbury (303). 


The ‘ Classics \ Greek and Roman 

Ai'.sohyi.U3 . The Seven Plays. Translated into English Verse by 

“a 

vSi? .nd Ecloeua. Trm.l.ted by 

G.otsii:'. «■«' Eclosucs. Transl.t.d by 
James Rhoades (227)* 
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Browning (Roiii’RT). Poems nnd Plnya, 1833-43 (58); 
CoNGUBVH (William). Complete Works, 2Vol8. Introduction by 
Bonaviy Dobrie. I, The ComedicB. II, The Mourning Bride 
with Letters, Poems, nnd MisccUnnieB (276, 277), * 

Eiohtiientii Century Comedy, rahquiiar's Bennx’ Stratagem, 
steele’s Conscious LoverB, gay 'a Bcggnr's Opera, FlELtJiNG’s 
Tom Thumb, goldsmith’s She Stoops to Conquer (293). 
Eighteenth Century, Lesser Combdihs of the. Edited by 
AUardyce Nicoll, The five comcdicB arc Arthur murphy’s The 
Way to keep him, oeoroii colman’s The Jealous Wife, mrs. 
iNCimALD'a Everyone has hia Fault, tiiomas morton’s Speed 
the Plough, nnd FREDEUicit ruynolds’s The Dramatist (331), 
Elizadethan Tragedies. Edited l:^ A, K. Mcllmnith, Con- 
tains SACitviLLE and Norton’s Gorboduc_; marlqwb’s Dr, 
Faustus ; Arden of Feverahnm ; itYD’.s Spanish Tragedy ; hey- 
WOOd’s Woman Killed with Kindneaa (4.52), 

Five Elizarethan Comedies. Edited by ./J. /C Mc/IturfliV/i. Con- 
tains OHnuNE’s Friar Bacon nnd Friar Bungay, feele’s The Old 
Wives* Talc, lyly’s Cnmpaspe, dekkhr’s Shoemaker’s Iloliday, 
and the anonymous Merry Devil of Edmonton (422), 

Five Pre-Shakespearean Comedies. Edited by F. S. Boas, Con- 
tains medwall’s Fulgens nnd Lucrece, heywood’s The Four PP., 
udall’b Ralph Roister Doistcr,thc nnonymouB Gammer Gu r ton’s 
Needle, nnd Gascoigne’s Supposes (418). 

Goethe. Faust, Parts I nnd II (380). 

lusEN, Henrik, Peer Gynt. Trans, with an Introduction by 
R, Ellis Roberts (446). 

Marlowe. Plays, (478). 

Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus (with Goethe’s Faust, Part I) (135), 
Restoration Traoedics. dryden’s All for Love, ot way’s Venice 
Preserved, soutuernr’s Oroonoko, rowe’s Fair Penitent, and 
Addison’s Cato. Introduction by Bonamy Dobrde (313). 
SiiAiCESPEARB, Plays and Poema, 9 vols. Comedies. 3 vols. 
(100,101,102). Histories nnd Poems. 3 vola, (103, 104, 105), 
Tragedies. 3 vols, (106, 107, 108), 

Shakespeare, Six Plays by Contemporaries of. dekker, The 
Shoemaker’s Holiday; wersteh, The Wiiito Devil; Beau- 
mont and FLETCIIEH, The Knight of the Burning Pestle, and 
Philaster ; webstur. The Duchess of Mnlfi ; Massinger, A 
New Way to pay Old Debts. Edited by C. i?. Wheeler (199). 
Sheridan. Plays, Introduction by ( 70 )* 

Tolstoy, The Plays. Tr. by Louise and Aylmer Maude (343), 

^ Essays and Belles Lettres 

Bacon, The Essays, Civil nnd Moral (24). 

Carlyle, On Heroes nnd Hero-Worship (62), Past nnd Present, 
Introduction by G. K, Chesterton (153); Sartor Rcanrtus (19), 



ESSAYS AND BELLES LETTRE3 y 

Dodson (Austin). At Prior Park, &c. (259). Eighteenth- Century 
Vignettes. Three Series (245-7). Four Frenchwomen (248). 
Old Kensington Palace, &c,(258). APaladinof Philanthropy, &c. 
(256). Roaalbn’s Journal, &c. (z6o). Side-Walk Studies (257). 
Emerson. EnglishTrnits,andRepresentativcMen(3o), Essays (6), 
English Critical Essays, 3 volumes: I, Sixteenth to Eighteenth 
Centuries t II. Nineteenth Century; III, Twentieth Century 
(240, Z06, 405). 

English Essays, chosen and arranged by IF. Peacock (3a). 

(A Book of), 1600-1900 (172), 

Modern. Two Series. Selected by /f, S. Milford (280, 406). 

English Prose, mandhvillb to ruskin. Chosen by JF. Peacock 
(45). Also a selection in 5 volumes by the same editor; I, WY- 
CLIFrRtOCLAnKNDON(ai9); II,MILT0Nt00nAY(220); in.WAL- 
roLntoLAMn(22i); lV,LANDontoHOLME3(aaa); V.mrs.gaskell 

to HENRY JAMES{223). 

English Prose, Narrative, Descriptive, and Dramatic (204). 
FnouDE(J. A.). ShortStudies on Great Subjects, Series I (269). 
Hazlitt (William). Characters of Shakespeare’s Plays (205), 
The English Comic Writers (124). Sketches and Essays. 
Essays on Men and Manners (15). Table-Talk (5), The Spirit 
of tho Age (s7). Wintcrslow (25). ^ . 

Holmes (Oliver Wendell). The Autocrat of the Breakfast- 
Table (61). The Poet at the Breakfast-Table (95). The Pro- 
fessor at the Breakfast-Table (89), 

I-IORNB (R. H.). A New Spirit of the Age (127), 

Hunt (Leigh). Essays and Sketches (i is)* 

In VINO (Washington). The Sketch Book (173)* 

Lamr. Essays of Elia, and The Last Essays of Ella (2) . 

Landor, Imaginary Conversations. Selected (196). 

La Rochefoucauld. The Maxims. Trans, by F". G. Stevens 




8 ‘ Tllli WORLD'S CLASSICS ' 

Walton ami CorroN. Tiic Compinut AnRlcr (430), 
WiiiTH (GiLDi'Jn'). Thti Niitiiral Hiatory of Sclborno (^a). 
Whitman, Specimen Days in Amcricti (371). 


^ Fiction U’or Shout Sronuis see scpurate hca<ling) 


AiNflWOHTii (W, Mauhison). The Tower of London (i6a), 
Aostkn (JanjO- Hmma (129). I'ridc and Prejmiicc (335). Mans- 
Held Park (34 .s)- Northangcr Abbey (3SS)* Peraiinsion (356), 


Sense and Konsibiliiy (3(19). 

II1.ACKM0UU (U. D.). Lorna Doonc (17 0 - 
Iloniiow (Ghohoh). Lavengro ( 60 ). The Ilomnny Rye (73), 
IlnoNTi!(ANNi!)* Agnes Grey (141). Tenant of Wildfell Hnll (67). 
RrontI! (Chaulottk). Jane liyro (i), ,Shirley(i4), Villotto (47), 
The Professor, and ine Poems of the llrontiis (78), 

IIrontH (Emily). WnllierinR Hcighlfl (10). 

IhiNYAN. 'rile Pilgrim’s Progreas (12). Mr, lladman (338), 
lUnxim (Samiiul)* Way of all Flesh (438). 

CjinvANTTiS. Don Quixote. 2 volumes (130, 13 1). 

C0DI10LI) (IliiV. UlciiAUn). Margaret Cntclipolo (i 19). 

Collins (Wiluiu). 'Pho Moonstone, Introduction by 3 ’. S, 
A7iof(3i6). Tlie Woman in White (226), 

Cooi’iiu (J. h'uNiMOUU)* 'Pl’c Past of the Mohicans (163), 

Disroii. Uoliinson Crusoe. Part I (i?)* 

Djckuns, IJniTiaby RiulKe(286)._ Christmas Rooks (307). ILdwin 
Drood (263). Great Expectations (128), Hard 'PhncB (264). 
Old Curiosity Sliop (270). Oliver Twist (8), Pickwick Papers, 
2 volumes ( 1 20, 121). ’1 ale of Two Cities (38). 

DifiiiAiii.i (Ih'NjAMiN). Coniiifisby C381). Kyj)il(29i). 

Douolas (Gi). 'J’ho Htmse with the Green Shiittcre. Intro, by 

TV. iSomersfif ( 466 ). 

Eliot (Gjiohcjii). Adam Rede (63). I'^clix Holt (179). Tho Mill 
on the Floss (31). Romola (178). Scenes of Clerical Life (15s). 
Silas Marncr, &c. (80), , , , , ^ 

FliiLDlNO. Jonnlbnn Wiki (382). Joscidi Amirews (334). 
Galt(JoiiN). TIic Entail (177). , ,, , 

GAsitnix (Mh 8.). Cousin Phillis, and Otlier laics, &c, (168). 
Cranford, The Cage at Cranford, and The Moorland Cottago 
(i 10), Liz/ie Leigh, 'l*hc Grey Woman, ami Other Tfllca, &c, 
(175). Mary Rai'ton (86). North ami South (154). IHpht at 
Last, and Other Tales, &c. (203). Round the Sofa (190), 
Ruth (88). Sylvia's LoversfisO). Wlvesaml Daughtera(i57), 
Goldsmith. The Vicar of Wnltcfield (4). 

Harhis (JoiiL CiiANDLUu). Unclc Uemus (361). 

IIawthornii, House ot the Seven Gables (273)* I ho Scarlet 


Letter (26). 'Pales (319). „ . 

Holme (CoNSTANCH). Rcautiful End (431). Cnimp Polk going 
Iloinc (419). Hc-who-came f (440). '1 lie I.oncly Plough (390), 
The Old Rond from Spain (400). 'Pho Splemlld Fairing; (416). 

The Things whicli Belong (423). Tito 'Prumpet in the 

Dust (409). 'Phe Wisdom of the Simple, fkc. (453). 



FICTION g 

Kmasuiv (Hknry), GeofTry Hamlyn (271). Ravenshoe (267).- 
Austin Rlliot (407). 

La Motih rotJQiiR. Undine, Sintrnm, &c. (408), 

Lksacjh, Gil Rlas. 2 vols, (isi, iga). 

Machknzik (Compton). Guy end Pauline, With new Introduc- 
tion by the Author (401), 

Mauuyat, Mr, Midshipman Easy (160), Jacob Faithful (439). 
Mmi.vii.ui(Uhhman). Moby Dick (22s). Typee(274). Omoo 
(275). White Jacket (2S3J. 

MoniKH (J. J.). Hajji Baba (238). Hajji Baba in England (285). 
PitAOQCK (T. L,). Meodloug I-Ioll ; and Nightmare Abbey (339). 

Miafortuncs of Elphin ; and Crotchet Castle (244). 

Rauhi-AIS. ' Gnrgantua and Pantagruel. 3 volurnes (411-13). 
Scott, Ivanhoe (29), 

SMOt.i.inT, Roderick Random (353). Humphry Clinker (290); 
Stuhnu, Sentimental Journey (333), Tristram Shandy (40), 


Sthvi!NSOn(R. L,), Kidnapped; andCatnon8(297). The Master 
of Ilallanlrne (441)* Treasure Island (aos). 

■ Stohois (Howard), Belchamber (429). 

Swii'T, Oil I liver’s Travels (20), 

SwiNNiiHTON (Frank), Nocturne (460 

Taylor (MiiAnows). Confessions of a Thug (207); 

TnACKiiRAY. Henry Esmond (28), 

Tolstoy. Translated by Louise and Ayhiier Mauds. Anna 
Karenina, 2 volumea (210, 211). Childhood, Boyhood, and 
Youlii (132). The Cossacks, &c, (ao 8 ), Ivin Ilyich, and Hadji 
Murid (432). The Kroutzer Sonata, &c. (266). Resurrection, 
trails, by L. Maude (209), Twenty-three Tales (72). War and 
Peace. 3 volumes (233-5). 

'PROLLOPn. American Senator (391). Ayala’s Angel (342). Bar- 
chester Towers (268). The BcltonEstate(2Si). Canyouforgive 
her? 2 vols, (468, 469). ThoClavcrin83(2S2). CousinHenry 
(343), Doctor Thorne (298). Dr. Wortle’s School (3 17). The 
Dulce’a Children. 2 vols. (462, 463). The Eustace Diamonds 
13 57). Framloy Parsonage (30s). The Kellys and the 0 Kellys 
(341). Lady Anna (443). hast Chronicle of Barset. 2 vols. 
(308. 109). Miss Mackenzie (278). Orlcy Farm. _ 2 voR (423. 
424). Phincas Finn. 2 vols. (447. 448). Phineas Redux. 
a vols, (450, 451). The Prime Minister. 2 vols. (454, 455). 
Rachel Ray (279). Ralph the Heir. 2 vols, (475, 47b). b't 
Harrv Hotspur 1336). The Small tlouse at Allmgton. a vo s. 
(S73) Tale\%Wll Countries (397). The Three Clerks 
( 140). ’I'lio Vicar of Uullhampton (272), The Warden (217). 
The Way we Live now. a vols. (484, 485). 

Wai.polr (Huon). Prelude to Adventure (465), 
WA-n’fl‘DuNTON (Thkodorr). Aylwin (52), 

Wharton (Eurni). The House of Mirth (437). 
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^ History 

BARnow (Sir John). The Mutiny of the Bounty (los). 

Buckle. The History of Civilizntion, 3 volumes (41, 48, 53). 
Carlyle. The French Revolution. Introduction by C, 
Fletcher, a volumes (133, 136). 

Froude (J. a.). Short Studies on Grent Subjects. Scries I (269), 
Gideon. Decline end Full of the Komnn Empire. With Maps! 

9 volumes (35, 44, 51, SSi G4» 69. 74)* 

Irving (Wabiiinoton), Conquest of Granada (150). 

Macaulay. History of England. < volumes (366-70). 

Motley. Rise of the Dutch Republic. 3 volumes (96, 57 g8), 
Prescott (W. H.). The Conquest of Mexico, a vols. (197, 198), 

Letters 

Bonitn. Letters. Selected, with Introduction, by//. y.LwjAf (237), 
Chesterfield. Letters, Selected, with an Introduction, tv 
Phyllis M.youes (347). 

CoNOREVB. Letters, in Volume II, See under Drama (377). 
COWPER. Letters, Selected, with Intro., by E. V. Lucas (138). 
Dufferin (Lord), Letters from High Latitudes, Illustrated ^158), 
Gray (Thomas). Letters. Selected by 7 o/jm Beresjord (3S3), 
loHNSON (Samuel), Letters, Selected, with Introduction, bv 
R. W, Chapman (382). 

Southey. Selected Letters (169), 

White (Gilrert), The Natural History of Selborne (aa); 


Literary Criticism 

American Criticism. Representative Literary Essays, Chosen 
by Norman Foerster (354). 

Coleridge (S, T.) Lectures on ShakcBpcnrc (363), 

English Critical Essays. Selected and edited by Ed?nimd D. 
Jones. 3 volumes : I, Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries (240); 
II, Nineteenth Century (206), 

Hazlitt (William), Characters of Shakespeare’s Plays, Intro- 
duction by iSiV A. T, Quiller-Couch (205). Lectures on the 
English Comic Writers, Introduction by R. Brimley Johnson 
(124), Lectures on the English Poets (255). Tlie Spirit of the 
Age. (Essays on his contemporaries) (57). 

Horne (R. H,). A New Spirit of the Age (127), 

Johnson (Samuel). Lives of the Poets. 2 volumes (83, 84). 
More (Paul Elmer). Selected Shelburne Essays (434). 
Sainte-Bbuve. Causcrics du Lundi, (In English.) Two Series 
„ (37a-3)i ^ 

Shakespeare Criticism, (iieminoh and condell to CAnLYLE.) 

Selected and introduced by D, Nichol Smith (213). 

Shakespeare Criticism (1919-1935). Selected and introduced 
by Anne Bradby (436), 



SCIENCE AND POETRY il 

^ philosophy and Science 
(For Political, Theory and Religion see separate hcadingj) 
Aurelius (Marcus), Thoughts. Translated by j'o/juJacArojKfio). 
Bacon. The Advancement of Learning, and the New Atlantis. 

Introduction by Pro/«ror Case (93). ISssays (24). 

Carlyle. Sartor Resartus (19). 

Darwin. The Origin of Species. With a new preface by Major 
Leonard Danoin ill), . ..-Lyini. 

Reynolds (Sir Joshua). Discourses, &c. Introductionby 

Tolstoy?^ 'W hat then must we do ? Trans, by A, Mauds (281), 
White (Gildert), The Natural History of Selhorne (22). 


Poetry 

\RNOLD (Matthew), Poems, 1849-67(85); 

Slakb (William). Selected Poems (334). „ , 

RrontU Sisters, The. The Professor, by charlotte DROHTE.and 
Poems by CHARLOTTE, EMILY, and anne BRONTE (78). 

Brownino (Robert). Poems and Plays, 1833-42(5^). Poems, 

Born^^CRobeSI' Poems (34). Complete and in large type. 
Byron. Poems. A Selection (180). 

Chaucer, The Works of. 3 volumes : I (56) 5 IH. con- 

taininu the whole of the Canterbury Tales (^). j / \ 

Coleridoe- Poems. Introduction by SnA. T, QutUer^Cottek (99). 
CONGRHVE (William). Complete works m z volumes. Intro- 

^ ductions by Bonamy I* 

Mourning Bride, Poems, Miscellanies and ".enters (z77}* 
Dante. Italian text and English verse-translation by Me/u//e B. 
^ Aiulerson, on facing pages, with notes. 3 (392 4)* 

Translation only, with notes, m one volume (395). 

Dobson (Austin). Selected Poems (249)- ^ „ Crodand 

INCW CUiuuuyT. Earlv Lvrics to SHAKESPEARE; CAM- 

browning; LONGFELLOW to RUPERT BROOKE. Edited by lYiHmm 

HminicK (Robert). Poems (16). 
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HoMCii. Trnnslnteci by Po/?c. Ilind(i8), Odyasoy (3C); 

Hood. Poems, Introduction by PPfl/tc»'^e?'ro/n(87)* 

InsiiN. Peer Gynt. Transliitcd by R, Rliis Roberts (44^) • 

KiiATS. Poems (?}. 

KnuLB. The Cliristinn Year (i8i), , „ / \ 

Longfellow. Hinwathn, Miles Stnndish, &c. (174}. 

Macaulay. Lnys of Ancient Uomo ; Iviy I bo Armadn (27); 
Maelowb. Hr, Pniistus (with gortme's Faust, Part 1, trans. 
y. Avster). Introduction by Sir A, IV. Word (i35)< Plays 

Milton. The English Poems (182). 

Moiuiis (William). 'I’hc Defence of Guenevoro, Life and Death 

of Jason, and other Poems (183). ., , , tt rr ^ 

Nahrativh Veusk, a Book of. Compiled by K. U. Colhns, 
With an Introduction by Edmutid Jiliinden (35t>)' 

PalORAVe. The Golden Treasury. With adilitional Poems (133). 
Rosseiti (Christina). Goblin Market, &c. ( 184). 

Scott (Sir Walter). Selected Poems Uou)< ^ . 

Scottish Verse, A Book of. Compiled by R, L, Mflcftie (417), 
Shakesi’EARH. Plays and Poems, Preface by A, C, Swutburne, 
Introductions by Edward Doruf/cH._ 0 volumes, ComedieB, 3 
volumes (100, loi, 102). Ilistories and Poems, 3 volumes 
(103, 104, 105). Tragedies. 3 volumes (106, 107, 108). 
Shelley. Poems, A Selection (187). 

SwiNRURNE (A, C,). Selected Poems (481); 

Tennyson, Selected Poems, Intro, by i>ir Herbert IVarreuii), 
Virgil, The Aencid, Georgies, and Eclogues. Iranslnted by 
Dryden (37), Translated by yames Rhoades ^227)* 

Wells (Charles), Joseph and his Brethren. A Dramatic Poem, 
Intro, by A. G. Swinburne, and Note by T, Watls-punton{ i^:i). 
Whitman, A Solcciion. Introduction by E, de Stiluicourt (218). 
Whittier, Poems : A Selection j[i88). 

Wordsworth. Poems: A Selection (189). 


*[| Politics ^ Political Pcoitomy, Political Theory 

Bagdiiot (Walter), The English Constitution, With an Intro- 
duction by the Earl of Balfour (330). 

Buckle. The History of Civilization. 3 volumes (41, 48, 53), 

Burke (Edmund). Letters. Selected, with an Introduction, by 
Harold jf, Lashi (237). Works. 6 volumes. 1: A Vindica- 
tion of Natural Society; The Sublime and Beautiful See, (71). 
II; The Present Discontents; and Speeches and Letters on 
America (81). Ill: Speeches on India, &c. (i 1 1). IV: Writings 
onFrance, 1790-1(112). V: Writingson Ireland, &c,(i 13). VI: 
A Letter to a Noble Lord; and Letters on a Regicide Peace (114). 

English Sfeeciies, from rurke to Gladstone, Selected and 
edited by E, R. yottes (19^)* 

Macaulay. Speeches.^ Selected by G. M. Young (433J< 

Machiavelli, The Prince (43), 



POLITICS, RELIGION, ETC. 13 

Maine (Sin Heney). Ancient Law (363). 
j^jijx(Jhiin Stuart). On Liberty, Representative Government, 
and die Subjection of Women (170). 

Milton (John). Selected Prose. Intro.Mn/cobnlP. IPaWacs(zg3). 
BusiciN, ‘A Joy for Ever', andThe Two Paths. Illustrated (147), 
Time and Tide, and The Crown of Wild Olive (146). Unto 
this Lost, and Munera Pulveris (148). 

Smith (Adam), The Wealth of Nations. 2 volumes (34, 59). 
Speuches and Documents on British Colonial Policy (1763- 
1917), Ed. A, B. Keith, 2 volumes (215, 216). 

Spiieciies and Documents on the British Dominions, 1918-31. 

Selected, with Introduction, by A. B, Keith (403). 

Speeches and Documents on Indian Policy (1756-193:), 
Edited, with Introduction, by A. B. Keith (231, 233J. 
Speeches and Documents on International Affairs (1918- 
37). Edited by A. B, Keith. 2 vols. (457, 458). 

Speeches on British Foreion Policy ( 1738-1914) (*oU- „ 
Speeches on the Constitution. Selected by G. S. Emden. 

a vols. (479. 480)' , w o > 

Tolstoy, What then must wo do ? Uoi); 

Tracts and Pamphlets, A Miscellany of. Sixteenth to Nine- 
teenth Centuries, Edited by A, C. Ward (304), 

^ Religion 

The Old Testament, Revised Version. 4 vols, (385'*8). 
Apocrypha, The, in the Revised Version (294). .... 

The Four Gospels, and the Acts of the Apostles. Authorized 

Ti^*^*^NEW^^rE3T AMENT. Authorized Version (471). Revised 

\ (Thomas). Of the Imitation of Christ (49)* 

Aurelius (MARCUS). Translated by >/ih yae/woH (60). 

sSSi Savings op tIib Buddha. Edited by F. L. Woodtvard (483). 
BuNYAN. The Pilf;rim’s Progress (12). ,• 

Confucius. The Analects. Trans. hyW.E, 5 oo//ii//. Introduction 

StoNS Se cctcd English. Intro. Rt, Rev. Hetisley Henson (464). 
IKS 'l^anslatcd by Aylmer Maude. A Con ession and 
What I boliove (229). On Life, and Essavs on Religion (426). 
HMie Kinudom of God, and Peace Essays (44s). 


% Short Stories 

noiiOTHY SAYERS) and others. 



• the WORLD’S CLASSICS’ 

Czech Tales. Selected. Translated by Marie Busch and Otlo 
Pick { 2 m. , „ . . 

S.l.c..d b, H. S. 

fS: sSi ;”&.-n,h .0 Twentieth c.„.„,i„, 

Phillis W bther Tales (i68). Lizzie Leigh, The Grey 
Woman, and Other Tales &c- ( 175). R‘ght at Last, and Other 
^fii^c &c Czoi\ Round the bora ( t90j* 

German Short Stories Translated by 

German Short Stories (Modern). Translated by IL iitetniiaiieT 

Ohosk f >?JV’h 'cb«™' ta™. 

Selections of Uncanny Talcs rnade by «■ 
duction by Montague R. jfames in Series 1 (z«4. 3231. 

Haste (Bret). Short Stones (318)- 

t(« ^j‘jj»ihe Simple, <te. (453). 

^ Translated from MSS. in the Bodleian by Le«y <aS4). 

PoIXasaS). Tales of Mystery and ^ 

Polish Tales dv Modern Authors. Translated by use u. rva. 

Benecke and Mane BihcA ( 230)' a p r’Jmtnoi 

Russian Short Stories. .Tmnslated by A r. 

Scott. Short Stories. With an Introduction by Lord Ifavt 

Sp?n^ H^SHonT STonine. , Sixteenth Centuty. In e5!2f 
translations, revised, with Introduction, hyy.B.iyend^bh 
Tolstoy. Nine Stones (iSsS'bs) (420). ^enty-threo 
Translated by Lomhc and Aylmer Maude (7a). 

Trollope. Tales of all Countries (397). 


^ Travel and Topography 


Borrow (George). The Bible in Spam (7S). Wild Wales ( aa4), 
Lavengro (66). The Romany Rye (73). 

Dufeerin (Lord), Letters from High Latitudes (158). 

M'oSn'-cVj.rHSlii B'X“/Spl.S'"ln4&o„by C. W. 

Introduction (Ixii pages) by Thonm SeccombeJ^o). 

Sterne (Laurence). A Sentimental Journey ( 333). 



INDEX OF AUTHORS, ETC. 


AclcHson, 6, 

Aeschylus, 5. 

Africa, Stories of, 13. 
Ainsworth (W. Harrison), S, 
A Kempis (Thomas), 13, 
AtisaiiOff (Serghci), 4, 
American Criticism, 4, 10, 
American Verse, 4, 

Ancient Law, 13. 

Apocrypha The (R, V,), 13* 
Aristophanes, 5, 

Arnoid (Matthew), ii. 
Aurelius (Marcus), ii, 13. 
Austen (Jane), 8. 

Austrian Short Stones, 13. 


Bacon (Francis), ii 
Bagehot (Walter) iz. 
Barrow (Sir John), 10. 
Beaumont and Fletcher, o. 
Ulackmnre (R. D.), 8, * 

Blake (William), n. 

Borrow (George), 3,^ i4> 
British Colonial Policy, i3. 

Foreign Policy, 13, 
Bronte Sisters, 8 ir. 
Browring (Robert), 6, ii. 
Buckle (T. I'D, 10, la 
Buddha, Sayings of the, 13. 
Bunyan (John), 8, 

Burke, ra. 

Bums (Robert), n> 

Butler, 8. 

Byron (Lord), il. 


Carlyle (Thomas), S, (i, 10, 
Cellini (Benvenuto), 4, 
Cervantes, 8. 

Chaucer, ii. 

(jhcaterfield, 10. 

Clobbotd (Richard), 8, 
Coleridge (S. T.), 10, xr. 
Collins (Wilktc), a, 
Colman, 6, 

Confucius, I3.« , 

Congreve (William), 0, il< 
Cooper (J. Fenimoro), 8, 
Cowper (William), 10. 
Crabbe, S> 

Crime and Detection, 13. 
Critical Essays, 3, 7i 
Czeclt Talcs, re. 


Dante, 3, ii, 

Danvin fCharles), li. 
Defoe (Daniel), 8, 

Dckkcr, 6, 

De Quincey (Thomas), 4, 
Dickens (Charles), 8, 14, 


Disraeli (Benjamin), 8. 
Dobson (Austin), 5, 7, iIj 
Don Quinote, 8. 

Douglas (George), 8, 
Dryden, 5, 6. 

Dufferin (Lord), 10, 14, 


Eighteenth- Century Comedies, 
Eliot (George), , 8. 

Elizabethan Comedies, 6. 
Elizabethan Tragedies, 6, 
Emerson (R, W.), 7, 

English Critical Essays, 7, ro. 
English Essays, 3, 4> 

English Prose, 4. 

English Sermons, 7. 

English Short Stories, 3,4, 14. 
English Songs and Ballads, 4, ti 
English Speeches, iz, 

English Verso, 4, ii. 


Farquhar, 6, 

Fielding (Henry), 6, 8. 
Four Gospels, 13- 
Francis (St.), 5, II. 
Franklin (Beiyamin), 4, 
French Snort Stories, 14. 
Froudo G- A.), 7* 


Galt {John}, 8. 

Gaskclt (Mrs.), 5i 8. H- 
Gay, 0. 

German Short Stones, 14, 
Ghosts and Marvels, 14. 
Gibbon (Edward), 4, 10. 

Gil Bias, q. 

Goethe, 6, ii|i 2. , „ 
Goldsmith (Oliver), 6, 8, ii. 
Gray (Thomas), 10, ii. 


Harris fj. C.), 8. 

Harte (Bret), 14- , „ . 

Hawthorne (Nathaniel), 8, 14. 
Haydon^B. R.h 
Hazliit (William ).S,7. W- 
Ilerrick (HoiHirt), 1 1 . 

Holme (Constance), S, 14. 
Holmea (Oliver Wendell), 7, 
HomerLS, 12. 

Hood (Thomas), iz. 

Home (R. H.), 7. 

Houghton (Lord), s. 

Hunt (Leigh), S> 7< 

Ibsen (Henrik), 6, izi 
Inchbald (Mrs.), 6, 
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